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New grants would expand reach
of conservation messages

ew funding is available from the
N Minnesota Board of Water and

Soil Resources (BWSR) to support
conservation outreach and education

efforts designed for non-native English-
speaking communities.

Bridging Conservation is a grant
program funded by a one-time
$250,000 state general fund
appropriation. Grants can be used
for a wide range of activities such as
translating conservation materials,
providing live interpretation at
workshops and events, and staff time
spent on related initiatives.

“With this grant program, we hope to
support awardees in creating lasting
conservation impacts by helping

to build community knowledge,
leadership and self-sustaining
conservation practices,” said

Mandy Duong, BWSR organizational
development and DEI coordinator.
“By providing education and outreach
to non-native English-speaking
communities, we can reach and
connect with Minnesotans who
traditionally may not have access to
the conservation work that BWSR
supports.”

BWSR opened a Request for Proposals
for the program on Feb. 4. Grant
requests must range between $15,000
and $45,000; no awardee match is
required. Grant-related work can begin
in June 2026 and must conclude in
December 2027. Eligible applicants
include soil and water conservation
districts, watershed districts, watershed
management organizations, cities,
counties, townships, joint powers
organizations, nonprofit organizations,
Tribal Governments and public schools.

Minnesota includes significant
populations of non-English speaking
communities. U.S. Census Bureau
data show that 13% of Minnesota
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Dakota County leveraged a Groundwater Protection Accelerated Implementation Grant from the
Minnesota Department of Health to publish fact sheets in Hmong (excerpt above) and Spanish on the
Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District's webpage. BWSR's new Bridging Conservation
Program will support similar efforts by offering grants for conservation-related outreach and
education to non-native English-speaking communities in Minnesota. Graphic courtesy Dakota

County SWCD

households speak a language other
than English at home. The most
common, Spanish, is the language 4.5%
of Minnesota households primarily
speak at home.

“Minnesota is home to a number
of immigrant farmers who would
benefit from soil health resources
and materials that are culturally and
linguistically accessible in order to

further conservation delivery,” Duong
said. “Beyond soil health, we are also
looking for opportunities to work
with non-native English-speaking
communities on pollinator protection,
habitat restoration efforts and
improved water quality.”

BWSR staff members write and produce
Snapshots, a monthly newsletter highlighting the
work of the agency and its partners.
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