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National Environmental Policy Act

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was signed into law on
January 1, 1970.

NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of
their proposed actions prior to making decisions.

Title 150 - National Planning Procedures Handbook
Titla 180 - Nation] Planning Procedwe: Handbock.

£ concerms by level of plammi ime and

United Stat Nati 1 ultimately achieving planned goals.

i es

Department of a IOf:Ia 600.1 References

fculture

s Matural Planning Procedures A Public Laws - Numesous Federal law or regulations effect actions or scfivifie: rslting to natural
Crnt Handbook (NPPH)’ isouce mamsement 3w:ﬂlm$mmudawmmhchn&mf::phnﬂmgmmﬂ
Conservation rumber of sources. E: le

Service Amendment 9

(1) Public Law 95341, the American Indian Religious Fresdom Act of 1978
(2) Public Law 96.95, the Archaeological Rezources Protection Act of 1979
(3) Public Law 95-95, the Clean Air Act
(@) Public Lew 1004, the Clean Water Act
(5) Publie Law 101-508, the Coastal Zone Management
{6) Public Law 104-231, mmmmﬁmammmmm £ 1996
(7) Public Law 93-205, the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(8) Public Law 97-95, the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981
(9) Public Law 107-17, the Farm Security and Rural Ivestment Act of 2002
{10) Public Law 104-127, the Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
{11) Public Law 101624, the Food. Agriculture, Conservation. and Trade Act of 1990 (FACTA)
{12) Public Law 110-234, the Food. Conservation. and Energy Act of 2008
(13) Public Law 99195, the Food Security Act of 1955 (FSA) as Amended
(14) Public Law 89487, the Freedom of Information Act of 1966
{15) Public Law 99-570, the Freedom of Information Reform Act of 1936
(16) Public Law 95-265, the M: Fishery Conservation and Act
(17) 16 US.C. Sections 703-711, he Migratary Bird Treaty Act of 1918
(1) Public Law 91-190, the National Envirenmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
(15) Public Law 89-665, the National Hictoric Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), Amended 2006
{20) Public Law 101-601, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990
{21) 54 Stat. Section 250, the Protection of Bald and Galden Eagles Act of 1990
(22) Public Law 93-502, the Privacy Act of 1974
(23) 30 Stat. Section 1121, the Rivers and Harbars Act of 1899
(24) Public Law 95192, the Soil and Water Resources Conservation Act of 1977
(25) Public Law 106-229, the U5, Electonic Signature: in Globa! and National Commerce Act
(ESIGN) £ 2000
(26) Public Law 90-342, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968
{27) Public Law 115-334, Agriculture Enprovement Act of 2018
B. Exsntive Orrs - Ofical docnent, musherd comsacutivaly, dagh which the Preiden of -
the United States manages the operation of the Federal Government. I | 1
(1) Exacutive Order 12898, Environmental Justice ! e -
(2) Exacutive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, May 1977
(3) Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands = s
(4) Executive Order 13007, Indian Sacred Sites % S0
(5) Executive Order 13089, Coral Reef Protection
(6) Exacutive Order 13112, Invasive Species
(7) Exacutive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments 5 T .
(8) Executive Order 13392, uproving Agencies Disclosure of Information £ L) ST Vel LICK ]

(H_180_600 - NPPH, 15t Ed., Amend 9, Dec. 2021)

(FL_180_600 - NPPEL 15t E. Amend 9, Dec. 2021)

nrcs.usda.gov
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Federal Actions

* What s a federal action?
* What activities/actions are exempt?

Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service
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Responsible Federal Official

The NRCS Chief is the RFO for compliance with NEPA regarding
proposed legislation, programs, legislative reports, regulations,
and program EIS’s.

NRCS State Conservationists (STC) or their designee are the RFO
for compliance with the provisions of NEPA in other NRCS-assisted

actions.

nrcs.usda.gov
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Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)

"Finding of No Significant Impact" is a document in
which the Federal agency briefly presents the
reasons why an action will not have a significant
effect on the human environment, and an EIS,
therefore, will not be prepared.

USDA

[ -

October 17, 2023
Dear Ms. Riley:

A Finding of No Siguificant Impact (FONSD wass gnel'byUSDANRCSﬂn ugust 26, 2022
for Partnerships for Climate-Smart C
"hm ml htie “uhhle
‘www wsda gov/cl - The impacts of the fimding opportunity
idered i Lb:ngﬂlmunEA

Afer review at the programmatic level, USDA has defermined that n general, no additional
cultural resourees or environmental review is needed for the following practices in your
ATS0004G102:

345 Residue and Tillage Mansgement, Reduced Till

1 dedhumﬂ:nmnuppxlwrﬂnnﬂz]ntymmdnfﬂzp-ﬂ7ym

3. Practices ofher than those listed above are included in the producer beneficiary
contract.
4. Construetion or activities below the plow zone will oecur under the producer
beneficiary contract.
If during technical assistance to enrol is new information or changed
i i i i project that was not. i L
will be required. Ci inchude the following, which is not
necessarily a rve list.

« significant effects on public health o safety;

« significant effects on uniq i to
‘historic properties or mﬂmmmmmmmm
wetlands, wild and

B hlg‘hlymm:mmllcﬁiismm:th(y o he b emvsenment

= highly uncertain effects, inchuding potenfial unique or unknown risks on the human
environment;

+ activities or that
‘with significant impacts;

'USDA 5 0 Equal Opperesity Providr, Exployes, ind Lo
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Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Environmental review not needed EE review needed if:
for
 Field has not been cropped within the
« CPA 102 CNMP last year or 4 of the past 7 years.
328 Conservation Crop Rotation * A change of land use will occur as a
, _ result of activities occurring under the
* 329 Residue and Tillage producer beneficiary contract.
Management, No-Till . .
* Practices other than those listed above
* 340 Cover Crop are included in the producer beneficiary
* 345 Residue and Tillage contract.
Management, Reduced Till  Construction or activities below the
* 449 Irrigation Water Management plow zone will occur under the producer

. . beneficiary contract.
* 528 Prescribed Grazing

* 590 Nutrient Management ‘
* 592 Feed Management ReSOUrCes

wonservation
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Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Environmental Review (EE) needed for

» 381 Silvopasture

» 390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover
* 391 Riparian Forest Buffer

« 512 Pasture and Hay Planting

* 612 Tree/Shrub Establishment

o ¢ sSE0 Vel LIe
:f VICE
nrcs.usda.gov
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Environmental Evaluation

 The EE integrates environmental TES O e
concerns throughout the planning, ==
installation, and operation of NRCS- — ==
assisted projects.

 The EE applies to all assistance
provided by NRCS.

* NRCS evaluates environmental Page 1: C
concerns.

« Findings of the EE process are
documented on the Environmental
Evaluation CPA- 52 form.

:[ W

nrcs.usda.gov
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Extraordinary Circumstances
« Cannot cause significant effects on public health or safety.

«  Cannot significantly affect unique characteristics of the
geographic area, such as proximity to historic properties or
cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands,
floodplains, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or
ecologically critical areas.

 The effects cannot be highly controversial.

« Cannot have highly uncertain effects, including potential
unique or unknown risks on the human environment.

« Cannot include activities or conservation practices that
establish a potential precedent for future actions with
significant impacts.

« Cannot be expected to have potentially significant
environmental impacts to the quality of the human
environment either individually or cumulatively over time ..

_|’ VICE
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Extraordinary Circumstances == S e |2
« Cannot cause or promote the : :
iIntroduction of invasive species e - -
« Have a significant adverse effect on .. : :
special environmental concerns - | :

such as: | . -
] Page 3-
« Endangered and threatened species = o Ao
* Environmental justice | ; -
* Wetl an d S olion Exde Proeoton ot : :

- Waters of the United States

« Wild and scenic rivers

« Air quality

 Migratory birds

« Bald and golden eagles.

nrcs.usda.gov
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Program Authority (optional)

NRCS.CPA.
| Senvi 23,
El RONMENTAL /ALUATION ORKSHEET
I. - = m
Oj e Cts e q u I I I n g a m YL [P ClentsObiectivels) (purpose) - C. Identification # (farm, tract, field #, etc. as required):
E. Need for Actior
A if RMS if RMS

» 381 Silvopasture
390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover ===
391 Riparian Forest Buffer
512 Pasture and Hay Planting
612 Tree/Shrub Establishment
* Filter Strip

[ }
U
AN
FERIEERIEEL SN B
(q)]

e 32 a5z
335 71| 335 1|3%%

3
B

i
e
333

H

*Formal Review Required
*Under normal circumstances these practices have a
potential to affect special environmental concerns.

88 71| 338 1
388 71| 348
g5 1| 333 1




Conservation
Practice

Silvopasture

Riparian
Herbaceous
Cover

Riparian Forest
Buffer

Tree/Shrub
Establishment

Pasture and Hay
Planting

Cultural Resources Review

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in areas not previously disturbed
Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.

Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Tand E
Species (May

Exempt

May Affect

Exempt

May Affect

May Affect
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T and E Species Reviews MN-NRCS Non-Project Consideration - Federal and State Endangered Species Acts

Practice May Affect
- Species or Cnfical
m@ Habitat? (Table 1)
1 l VES

Review Natural Hentage
Databaze and USFWS
County List.

k. 4
m@ Are Endangered, Threatened or Candidate
Species or Cratical Habitat identified
withm 1.0 oule of the action area?

\ES

r
[E@ Dioes the proposed practice have the @
potential to adversely affect the
identified species? Practices denoted
by astensk *(Table I - Spread:zheet)

k4

E@ Landowner Selects an
Alternative Practice to
Achieve No-effect?

FWS/MDNME. determination
of Not Likely To Adversely m
possEEEEEes ™ Affect Species or Critical
, Habitat?
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MNDNR Natural Heritage Database Review
|[dentify critical habitat or listed species within 1 mile

Review table 2 to determine if the practice may affect the identified
species or critical habitat.

Evaluate the feasibility of selecting other practices that will achieve a
no-effect determination.

If the practice may affect and we cannot select other alternatives, then
we must consult with USFWS or MNDNR.

The 52 gets signed and sent in?

CLIMATE SMART COMMODOTIES has a contracted entity who will do
the consultation.
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Quick You Tube.

* MN NRCS CPA-52: Minnesota | Field Office Technical
Guide | NRCS - USDA

 MN NRCS Threatened and Endangered Species:
Minnesota | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS — USDA

 MN NRCS Cultural Resources Procedures: Minnesota |
Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS — USDA

* Science and Technology Environmental Evaluation
Webinar Series

Environmental Evaluation Series No. 1: Primer on NRCS
Environmental Compliance

Environmental Evaluation Series No. 2: Documenting the
Environmental Evaluation on the NRCS CPA-52 Environmental
Evaluation Worksheet

Resources and References @) Field Office Technical Guide | MN

Section 1 - General Resource References v
Section 2 - Natural and Cultural Resources Information A
Cultural Resources
Ecological Sciences Job Approval Authority v
Climate Resources and Data v
NRCS-CPA-52
Soils - Statewide Official Data & County Reports v
Threatened and Endangered Species v
Ecological Site Descriptions v
Section 3 - Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria v
Section 4 - Practice Standards and Supporting Documents v
Section 5 - Conservation Effects v

nrcs.usda.gov



https://www.youtube.com/embed/daHNAb4avL4?cc_load_policy=1&autoplay=1&vq=hd720
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=60639
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=60639
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7248
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7236
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7236
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/primer-on-nrcs-environmental-compliance/?searchterm=environmental%20evaluation
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/primer-on-nrcs-environmental-compliance/?searchterm=environmental%20evaluation
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
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Discussion/Questions

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender.

U S DA United States
— s Department of
= vt

Natural Resources Conservation Service
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