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Environmental Evaluation 

Agenda
• National Environmental Policy Act
• Federal Actions
• Responsible Federal Official
• Finding of No Significant Effects 
• Completing the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-

52) for the Alliance to Advance Climate-Smart 
Agriculture pilot

• Finding of No Significant Effects 
• Additional Resources



Environmental Evaluation 

National Environmental Policy Act
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was signed into law on 
January 1, 1970.
NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of 
their proposed actions prior to making decisions.



Environmental Evaluation 

Federal Actions
• What is a federal action?
• What activities/actions are exempt?



Environmental Evaluation 

Responsible Federal Official
The NRCS Chief is the RFO for compliance with NEPA regarding 
proposed legislation, programs, legislative reports, regulations, 
and program EIS’s. 

NRCS State Conservationists (STC) or their designee are the RFO 
for compliance with the provisions of NEPA in other NRCS-assisted 
actions.



Environmental Evaluation 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI)
"Finding of No Significant Impact" is a document in 
which the Federal agency briefly presents the 
reasons why an action will not have a significant 
effect on the human environment, and an EIS, 
therefore, will not be prepared. 



Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
Evaluation 

Environmental review not needed 
for

• CPA 102 CNMP
• 328 Conservation Crop Rotation
• 329 Residue and Tillage 

Management, No-Till
• 340 Cover Crop
• 345 Residue and Tillage 

Management, Reduced Till
• 449 Irrigation Water Management
• 528 Prescribed Grazing
• 590 Nutrient Management
• 592 Feed Management

EE review needed if:  

• Field has not been cropped within the 
last year or 4 of the past 7 years.

• A change of land use will occur as a 
result of activities occurring under the 
producer beneficiary contract.

• Practices other than those listed above 
are included in the producer beneficiary 
contract.

• Construction or activities below the 
plow zone will occur under the producer 
beneficiary contract.

Environmental Evaluation 



Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
Evaluation 

Environmental Review (EE) needed for

Environmental Evaluation 

• 381 Silvopasture
• 390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover
• 391 Riparian Forest Buffer
• 512 Pasture and Hay Planting
• 612 Tree/Shrub Establishment



Environmental Evaluation 
• The EE integrates environmental 

concerns throughout the planning, 
installation, and operation of NRCS-
assisted projects. 

• The EE applies to all assistance 
provided by NRCS.

• NRCS evaluates environmental 
concerns. 

• Findings of the EE process are 
documented on the Environmental 
Evaluation CPA- 52 form.

Environmental Evaluation 



Extraordinary Circumstances
• Cannot cause significant effects on public health or safety.
• Cannot significantly affect unique characteristics of the 

geographic area, such as proximity to historic properties or 
cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, 
floodplains, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or 
ecologically critical areas.

• The effects cannot be highly controversial. 
• Cannot have highly uncertain effects, including potential 

unique or unknown risks on the human environment. 
• Cannot include activities or conservation practices that 

establish a potential precedent for future actions with 
significant impacts.

• Cannot be expected to have potentially significant 
environmental impacts to the quality of the human 
environment either individually or cumulatively over time

Environmental Evaluation 



Extraordinary Circumstances
• Cannot cause or promote the 

introduction of invasive species
• Have a significant adverse effect on 

special environmental concerns 
such as: 

• Endangered and threatened species
• Environmental justice 
• Wetlands
• Waters of the United States
• Wild and scenic rivers
• Air quality
• Migratory birds
• Bald and golden eagles. 

Environmental Evaluation 



Projects Requiring a CPA-52

Environmental Evaluation 

• 381 Silvopasture
• 390 Riparian Herbaceous Cover
• 391 Riparian Forest Buffer
• 512 Pasture and Hay Planting
• 612 Tree/Shrub Establishment
• Filter Strip  

*Formal Review Required
*Under normal circumstances these practices have a 
potential to affect special environmental concerns.   



Environmental Evaluation 
Conservation 
Practice 

Cultural Resources Review T and E 
Species (May 
Affect)

Silvopasture Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in areas not previously disturbed

Exempt

Riparian 
Herbaceous 
Cover

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt

Riparian Forest 
Buffer

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

May Affect

Filter Strip Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

Exempt

Tree/Shrub 
Establishment 

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

May Affect

Pasture and Hay 
Planting

Exempt when implemented within areas of previous disturbance and 
does not exceed the existing depth of disturbance.
Non-Exempt when implemented in previously undisturbed areas or 
exceeds the depth of prior disturbance.

May Affect



T and E Species Reviews

Environmental Evaluation 



T and E Species Reviews
• MNDNR Natural Heritage Database Review
• Identify critical habitat or listed species within 1 mile
• Review table 2 to determine if the practice may affect the identified 

species or critical habitat.
• Evaluate the feasibility of selecting other practices that will achieve a 

no-effect determination.
• If the practice may affect and we cannot select other alternatives, then 

we must consult with USFWS or MNDNR.  
• The 52 gets signed and sent in?

CLIMATE SMART COMMODOTIES has a contracted entity who will do 
the consultation.  

Environmental Evaluation 



Environmental Evaluation 

Resources and References 

Quick You Tube.

• MN NRCS CPA- 52:   Minnesota | Field Office Technical 
Guide | NRCS - USDA 

• MN NRCS Threatened and Endangered Species:  
Minnesota | Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS – USDA

• MN NRCS Cultural Resources Procedures:  Minnesota | 
Field Office Technical Guide | NRCS – USDA

•  Science and Technology Environmental Evaluation 
Webinar Series

• Environmental Evaluation Series No. 1: Primer on NRCS 
Environmental Compliance

• Environmental Evaluation Series No. 2: Documenting the 
Environmental Evaluation on the NRCS CPA-52 Environmental 
Evaluation Worksheet

https://www.youtube.com/embed/daHNAb4avL4?cc_load_policy=1&autoplay=1&vq=hd720
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=60639
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=60639
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7248
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7236
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MN/documents/section=2&folder=7236
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/primer-on-nrcs-environmental-compliance/?searchterm=environmental%20evaluation
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/primer-on-nrcs-environmental-compliance/?searchterm=environmental%20evaluation
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
http://www.conservationwebinars.net/webinars/documenting-the-environmental-evaluation-on-the-nrcs-cpa52-environmental-evaluation-worksheet/?searchterm=Documenting%20the%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20on%20the%20NRCS%20CPA-52%20Environmental%20Evaluation%20Worksheet
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