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Alliance Training Overview

• Program Highlights
• Scope of Work
• Application Checklist
• Producer Guide
• Practices Eligible for the Alliance Program
• Practice Worksheets
• Portal Overview
• BWSR Website

Find these resources at the 
BWSR page
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/a
lliance-climate-smart-
agriculture-pilot

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/alliance-climate-smart-agriculture-pilot
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/alliance-climate-smart-agriculture-pilot
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/alliance-climate-smart-agriculture-pilot


Program Highlights

• District agreements end 9/1/26
• 1-year contracts with the ability to “renew”, sign up again
• If practices are allowed to be implemented regardless of prior implementation, 

producers can sign up for them in more than one Alliance year application
• Recent Change – Producers will need to enter their Farm and Tract numbers in the 

application submission.  If they don’t have FSA records, case by case basis
• Please complete eligibility reviews as producers apply.  Utilize the consent form to 

obtain records from FSA or have producer obtain the records and bring to you ASAP
• Recent Change – RUSLE will be required on all cropland land uses enrolled into the 

program



Scope of Work

• Outreach
• Support Application & Enrollment Process
• Provide Technical Assistance
• Reporting (COMET planner and farm assistance, RUSLE, etc)
• Administration of the grant agreement



Application Checklist

Details for the Application Period
• Producer info needed
• W9 upload
• Farm and tract numbers
• Practice(s) and extent (acres or animal units)
• Evaluation tools questions
• Terms and conditions

Obtain the Producer Farm Data Report, 
Subsidiary Report, and FSA print maps to 
verify eligibility.  Utilize the consent form or 
have producer obtain and bring to you.



Application Checklist

Producer Farm Data Report



Application Checklist

Subsidiary Report



Producer Guide

• Overview of Program
• Required Documents
• 52 Info
• DEI Info
• Data Reporting
• Process, Steps, and Timing
• Payments
• Climate-Smart Practices



Practices Eligible for the Alliance Program

• List of Practices
• Nuances and Eligibility of 

Practices
• Simultaneous enrollment of the 

same practice on the same acres 
is not allowed for any NRCS, state 
cost-share, or CSC program. 



Practice Worksheets

Combination of the NRCS Standard and the 
Implementation Requirement sheet

Encompasses the practice standard with “additional 
criteria” for soil health/organic matter for some 
practices

Complete the practice worksheet after enrollment, 
prior to implementation

Producer signs after implemented



Practice Worksheets (continued)

Practices with Additional Criteria Added:
• Conservation Crop Rotation (328)
• Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till (329)
• Cover Crops (340)
• Residue and Tillage Management, Conservation Till (345)

This will require the reporting the Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) and it must be a positive 
number.  The SCI is determined using RUSLE2.

The STIR and SCI values are only needed for the year of implementation and not the full 
rotation.  

We can utilize the Midwest Cover Crop seeding dates.



Practice Worksheets (continued)

Practice Name

Enter name, county, contract number, field 
and tract number, and acres

Standard definition

Conditions where practice applies

Link to standard

Note – this is where the “practices eligible” 
nuances are listed

Minimum documentation that will be 
needed



Practice Worksheets (continued)

General criteria applicable to all purposes 
from the standard and where “additional 
criteria” is added for certain practices.

Sections for current management 
applicable to the practice



Practice Worksheets (continued)

Sections for planned management

Operation and maintenance



Practice Worksheets (continued)

Producer self-certification, sign 
after implementation



Portal Overview

Online portal for producer application



BWSR Website

Find program information at the BWSR Site:
• Program Overview
• Link to Alliance Site
• Map of Participating Counties
• FAQ
• Training Videos
• Background Documents
• Outreach Materials
• Practice Worksheets
• CPA-52’s and Guidance

This will be your one stop shop for Alliance documents and links.  The VT Alliance 
site will also include links to the Producer Guide and Application Checklist

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/alliance-climate-smart-agriculture-pilot



Questions

18
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