






Commissioner Strommen stated their early coordination proposal came forward. Will help with 

communication and build relationships. Stated they are not pursuing any legislation at this time. 

Ted Winter asked what the portal is. Commissioner Staples stated the portal keeps track of and would 

provide public notice of drainage projects. John Jaschke stated they are still working on the details. 

Jill Crafton stated the Watershed Districts associated with drainage authorities are not resistant to 

putting out a good process, they would like it done well, and would like everyone to get a voice at the 

table. 

AGENCY REPORTS 

Minnesota Department of Agriculture - Thom Petersen reported they have two different programs that 

are newer, the Soil Health Equipment Grant and Developing Markets for Continuous Living Cover Crops. 

Jill Crafton asked if crimpers were equipment that was asked for in the Soil Health Equipment Grant. 

Commissioner Petersen stated they received requests for crimpers. 

Ted Winter asked if there is a cap on the amount of money they can receive. Commissioner Peterson 

stated there is a cap. 

Minnesota Department of Health - Steve Robertson reported the EPA has issued its draft national 

drinking standards for PFAS and new proposed MCLs. They also proposed a hazard index approach for 

another four PFAS compounds. There will be a review and comment period over the next several 

months. 

Activity going on at legislature, they are hoping for bonding funding to support infrastructure work to 

help get lead service lines replaced. 

Steve stated they have funding through the Groundwater Restoration and Protection Strategies Program 

for Accelerated Implementation Grants. They are designed for SWCDs, Watershed Districts, and other 

local partners to build capacity relative to groundwater. Grants are open until April 7th. 

On April 27th the Minnesota Ground Water Association is convening their spring conference with a 

subject of Public Water Systems and will include a virtual tour of public water systems. 

Jill Crafton stated she participated in an EPA webinar about PFAS and testing what's showing up in the 

food system. They tested and scored things throughout the world coming to grocery stores including the 

Great Lakes that had a higher score. Jill asked if they are working with other states within the Great Lake 

Basin to come up with something more uniform or asked if it's more of a state-by-state approach. Steve 

stated EPA has the authority of drinking water standards and Minnesota is developing additional health 

base guidance to supplement that work. Commissioner Kessler stated works needs to be done at a local, 

state, and national level. Joe Collins asked if the government is doing anything to prohibit the PFAS from 

being made. Commissioner Kessler stated bills are being discussed. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - Sarah Strom men reported they are working on 

legislative items. They have a budget package in front of the legislature and are hopeful their 

conservation network and outdoor recreation network is ready to serve Minnesotan's. Stated they are 

watching for spring flooding. Stated with climate change she signed an extreme weather extension for 

timber permits and noted it's the third time in three years she's needed to sign one. 
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Minnesota Extension - No report was provided. 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Katrina Kessler reported there is a PFAS press conference at the 

capitol tomorrow with Dept. of Health. Celebrated Ag Day with Commissioner Petersen and 
Commissioner Strom men. 

Stated MPCA in partnership with Commerce released a summary accounting of greenhouse gas emissions 

from Minnesota. Transportation remains the number one source of emissions but have seen decreases, 

land use is the second largest source of emissions, and energy generation is the third. 

Jayne Hager Dee asked what the attendance was like at the Ag-Urban Partnership Forum that took place 

March 1st. Commissioner Kessler stated they had a smaller turn out due to the weather, about 100 people 

attended. Stated they had good discussions and will be sharing their learnings. Jill Crafton asked if any 

information from the meeting could be shared. Commissioner Kessler stated she will follow-up with 

information. 

ADVISORY COMMENTS 

Association of Minnesota Counties - Brian Martinson reported AMC hosted its legislative conference 

virtually due to the weather. Stated they are giving attention to several issues at Legislature, particularly 

the budget. Thanked administration for putting together good budget recommendations. Stated they 

had some requests that weren't part of the agency initiatives for County Ag inspectors in the work they 

do in the Noxious Weed Program along with additional money for the County SCORE Grants. 

Brian stated a consensus was not reached on the Drainage Registry Portal and plan to begin on early 

coordination this summer. 

Minnesota Association of Conservation District Employees - No report was provided. 

Minnesota Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts - No report was provided. 

Minnesota Association of Townships -Eunice Biel reported Township Day was March 14th where they 

also held their township officer elections. Spring training courses will be offered to township officers. 
Stated they will be putting out bids for materials to repair roads. 

Minnesota Watersheds -Jan Voit reported on February 14th they met with John Jaschke, and 

Justin Hanson discussing issues from the past and appreciated the time they had together. Also stated 

when the Board considers programs an.d policies those will be routed through Jan before the board acts 

so input can be given from their administrators and provide it to the Board. Stated she has been 

meeting monthly with Justin Hanson and that has been great. 

They held their legislative event on February 15th and thanked John Jaschke, Justin Hanson, and 

Tom Gile for providing updates to their members. Their new name Minnesota Watersheds was officially 

adopted on February 15th at their special meeting of their membership. They launched their new 

website on February 17th. 

Jan has been working with their lobbyist Ray Bohn, AMC, and with the Red River Watershed 

Management Board to inform their members about the Drainage Registry Portal. 
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