Habitat Friendly Solar Summit: Next Steps

Identifying Next Steps and Remaining Questions for Habitat Friendly Solar in
Minnesota
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How famiiliar were you with the Habitat Friendly Solar
Standard before you came to this workshop?
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Do you feel you are familiar with the Habitat Friendly
Solar Standard now?
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What is the key takeaway from the moming presentations? Write
a few words to describe your takeaway.
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Discussion
Turn to the person next to you (pairs or groups of three). Each person

take one minute to describe your key takeaway from the morning
presentation.




What is one question that the morning's
presentations raised? Some examples are below.

* Who can administer the standard?

« What are the seed mixes for different eco-systems?
* Does the standard work with incentive programs?

» Will BWSR help with re-writing county ordinances?
* Does this really help agriculture?

* Does it work in shoreland areas or floodplains?

* How do we get some solar honey beer?




Discussion
Turn to the person next to you and pose one question that you have from

this morning's presentations. Try to come to agreement on one question
that both (or all three of you) want to know?




What is the question that you came up with in your
discussion?

Diversity rocks! That is all! Metrics/quantification of How do you address habitat
benefits (not just feel good connectivity with these
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What is the question that you came up with in your
discussion?

How to incentivize vs regulate What are the common myths What kind of additional
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What is the question that you came up with in your
discussion?
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How do we overcome the barriers to public
acceptance of the benefits of solar? How do we
prove the benefits of solar and pollinator habitat to
the public?
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How do we develop a stable, long-term funding
mechanism here in MN to support the science, data
collection, and local regulatory oversight necessary
to maximize long term habitat benefits?

How can project proposers work with the local
government unit up front to site projects and
trouble shoot potential adjacent landowner
concerns.

Is it true that road ROWSs are not good for pollinator
habitat? Is MMDOT using the pollinator habitat seed
mixes?
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Can the BWSR standards accommodate seed mixes
that will more clearly benefit possible agricultural
uses?
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How to best encourage local elected officials to
adopt ordinances that promote pollinator friendly
standards into solar projects?
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Has your county or community had to address large-

scale solar development?
L L

...s.. Py
00, 00 e
Yes, we have seen solar Not in my community, but |
development proposals or hear of it nearby
installations
’, oS0
B @
No solar development in our | don't know

region



Does your county (or company or agency) use the
Ha Friendly Solar Standard?
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Does your SWCD/conservation district have
programs for habitat or watershed restoration?
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Does your community provide incentives for landowners to
restore habitat or watershed functions?

Yes, there is an incentive The state has incentive | don't know
program programs but there is nothing

local



We have tools in place to
ensure that it's protected and
maintained

These projects will likely
create nuisances and not be
maintained

Habitat friendly instaliation needs to be maintained over time. Do you have
concerns about maintaining this 'green infrastructure?
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Maintenance Discussion

Assume that the solar project in your community will change hands (be
sold to and managed by a different company) two or three times over its
life. How would you answer the question?




Who is the best entity to manage the green
mfrastructwe over the life of the project?
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Between the solar owner and
the property owner, enforced
through the lease

The property owner subject
to local zoning performance
standards

1 3‘

The State of MN should
ensure consistency across
solar farms
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