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CREP Seeding Guidelines:
CRP 

Practice State of MN Requirements for Vegetation Establishment 

CP-2 

327 Standard (native species only) 
Minimum: 1.A - Native Grasses and Forbs 
Preferred: 1.A - Native Grasses and Forbs: Additional forbs up to Standard maximum 
Additional Option: Refer to NRCS/BWSR Guidelines for seed mixtures benefitting monarchs 

and beneficial insects. Monarch Food Plots limited to 10% of the offered 
CP-2 acres. 

 

CRP 
Practice State of MN Requirements for Vegetation Establishment 

CP-21 

393 Standard (native species only) 
Minimum: Use of Table 12 required (native species only) 
Preferred: Additional use of Table 13: Additional forbs up to Standard maximum, 

when width allows 
 



CREP Seeding Guidelines:

CRP 
Practice State of MN Requirements for Vegetation Establishment 

CP-23 

657 Standard (native species only) 
Minimum - Adjacent Upland: Herbaceous Upland: 327 – Conservation Cover, Native Grasses, Forbs and 

Legumes  
Forested Upland: 612 - Tree/Shrub Establishment 

Minimum - Wetland: Refer to Technical Note #31: 657 - Wetland Restoration 

 

CRP 
Practice State of MN Requirements for Vegetation Establishment 

CP-23a 
 

657 Standard (native species only) 
Minimum - Adjacent Upland: 643 - Tallgrass Prairie Specifications 
Preferred - Adjacent Upland: Refer to NRCS/BWSR Guidelines for seed mixtures benefitting monarchs 

and beneficial insects. 
Minimum - Wetland: Refer to Technical Note #31: 657 - Wetland Restoration 

 





Seed Calculators:
 Can be found on the NRCS e-fotg
 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mn/technical/ecoscience/agronom

y/?cid=nrcseprd1316625

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mn/technical/ecoscience/agronomy/?cid=nrcseprd1316625


NRCS Seed Calculators

• Easy to use calculators for determining seed mixes
• Use the findings along with info on suitable alternative from the 

NRCS tech note #31 to find a mix that works with your seed 
vendor.



Specific calculator for each practice type:

Multiple tabs within the workbook



When Can Restoration or Reimbursement 
Occur?
RIM can start to C/S any eligible costs starting 
when the RIM Agreement is executed
RIM can reimburse after the RIM Easement has 
been recorded  



Certifying Veg Work, Submitting for Payment

SWCD Certification:
 Signatures here certify that all costs are accurate, ok to be 

paid by BWSR, and the project meets BWSR standards.
 Can be signed by:
 SWCD tech, 
 SWCD manager, 
 SWCD Board member, 
 other SWCD-authorized persons which may be Farm Bill or 

NRCS staff
Who should sign is determined by each SWCD



RIM Conservation Planning



RIM Conservation Planning

• Conservation planning is not just a 
checklist item

• Conservation planning should begin 
day 1

• Should be a recurring topic when 
meeting with landowner

• Most effort should be spent on 
conservation planning and site prep

• Understand landowners abilities

• Review official plan when they sign 
CRP, review again when they sign 
easement

• Be adaptive



Communication is 
Key

• Communicate clear expectations
• Landowner responsibilities
• Site prep
• Timeframe
• Upfront costs
• Weed control

• Repeat, Repeat, Repeat

• You never know what information the 
landowner will hold on to





Expectations Versus Reality







Developing Seed 
Mixes
• How many develop seed mixes?

• Species prices 

• Assumption High Diversity = High 
Cost

• Contract with Agassiz Seed



Species PLS/acre seeds/sqft
Indiangrass 1 4.4
Big Bluestem 1.2 4.8
Sideoats Grama 1.25 5.2
Blue Grama 0.25 4.3
Canda Wildrye 0.1 0.3
Virginia Wildrye 0.9 2

Showy Penstemon 4 1.29
Lance-leaved Coreopsis 3 1.38
Giant Sunflower 7 1.61
Golden Alexander 4 1.01
Sneezeweed 0.75 2.24
Black-eyed Susan 1 2.11
Common Milkweed 3.85 0.35
Maxmillian Sunflower 7 2.09
White Prairie Clover 5 2.18

Total Species 15
Total seeds/sqft 35.3
% Grass 59.6
% Flower 40.4
% Milkweed 1
% Forbs Monarch Prefere 67
Total PLS/Acre 6.925

Seed Mix 1

Species PLS/acre seeds/sqft
Indiangrass 1 4.4
Big Bluestem 1 4
Sideoats Grama 1 4.1
Blue Grama 0.2 3.4
Slender Wheatgrass 0.6 2.1
Virginia Wildrye 0.5 1.1
Little BlueStem 0.5 3.3

Dotted Blazingstar 0.1 0.02
Purple Coneflower 0.1 0.02
Showy Penstemon 0.1 0.03
Butterfly Weed 0.2 0.02
Evening Primrose 0.5 1.03
Hoary Vervain 1 0.64
Lance-leaved Coreopsis 2 0.92
Leadplant 0.3 0.11
Long Headed Coneflower 2 1.93
Canada Milkvetch 1 0.39
Common Ox-eye 1 0.14
Golden Alexanders 1 0.25
Great Blue Lobelia 0.1 1.15
Meadow Blazing Star 0.1 0.03
Wild Bergamot 1 1.61
New England Aster 0.1 0.15
Swamp Milkweed 0.5 0.06
Blackeyed Susan 1 2.11
Common Milkweed 4 0.37
Giant Hysopp 0.4 0.84
Purple Prairie Clover 4.25 1.76
Max Sunflower 0.5 0.15
Stiff Goldenrod 1 0.94
White Prairie Clover 1 0.44

Total Species 31
Total seeds/sqft 37.7
% Grass 59.9
% Flower 40.1
% Milkweed 1.17
% Forbs Monarch Prefered 79
Total PLS/Acre 6.25

Seed Mix 2
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		Indiangrass		1		4.4						Indiangrass		1		4.4

		Big Bluestem		1.2		4.8						Big Bluestem		1		4

		Sideoats Grama		1.25		5.2						Sideoats Grama		1		4.1

		Blue Grama		0.25		4.3						Blue Grama		0.2		3.4

		Canda Wildrye		0.1		0.3						Slender Wheatgrass		0.6		2.1

		Virginia Wildrye		0.9		2						Virginia Wildrye		0.5		1.1

												Little BlueStem		0.5		3.3

		Showy Penstemon		4		1.29

		Lance-leaved Coreopsis		3		1.38						Dotted Blazingstar		0.1		0.02

		Giant Sunflower		7		1.61						Purple Coneflower		0.1		0.02

		Golden Alexander		4		1.01						Showy Penstemon		0.1		0.03

		Sneezeweed		0.75		2.24						Butterfly Weed		0.2		0.02

		Black-eyed Susan		1		2.11						Evening Primrose		0.5		1.03

		Common Milkweed		3.85		0.35						Hoary Vervain		1		0.64																Mix 1		Mix 2		Mix 3

		Maxmillian Sunflower		7		2.09						Lance-leaved Coreopsis		2		0.92														Total Species		15		31		27

		White Prairie Clover		5		2.18						Leadplant		0.3		0.11														Total seeds/sqft		35.3		37.7		37.6

												Long Headed Coneflower		2		1.93														% Grass		59.6		59.9		60

		Total Species		15								Canada Milkvetch		1		0.39														% Flower		40.4		40.1		40

		Total seeds/sqft		35.3								Common Ox-eye		1		0.14														% Milkweed		1		1.17		1.18

		% Grass		59.6								Golden Alexanders		1		0.25														% Forbs Monarch Prefered		67		79		75

		% Flower		40.4								Great Blue Lobelia		0.1		1.15														Total PLS/Acre		6.925		6.25		6.21

		% Milkweed		1								Meadow Blazing Star		0.1		0.03

		% Forbs Monarch Prefered		67								Wild Bergamot		1		1.61

		Total PLS/Acre		6.925								New England Aster		0.1		0.15

												Swamp Milkweed		0.5		0.06

												Blackeyed Susan		1		2.11

												Common Milkweed		4		0.37

												Giant Hysopp		0.4		0.84

												Purple Prairie Clover		4.25		1.76

												Max Sunflower		0.5		0.15

												Stiff Goldenrod		1		0.94

												White Prairie Clover		1		0.44
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• Pollinator Habitat: The 
Art & Science of 
Managing for High 
Quality and Cost 
Effectiveness - July 28, 
2016 by Peter 
Berthelsen, 
Conservation Blueprint



Working 
with 
Landowners 
& Vendors

• Be comfortable being the middle 
man

• Understand vendors experience
• Encourage bids
• Offer to review seed mixes prior 

to planting
• Understand there’s more than 

one way to achieve the same 
results

• Vendor Issues to be aware of
• Assignment of payment 

issues
• Seed mix prices
• Site Prep – rock picking etc.



Cost Share Vouchers

• Review bills and 
invoices
• Certifying Work
• Timeframes
• Working with FSA
• Partial Payments



Key Take Aways

• Conservation planning should 
begin day 1

• Communication

• Most effort should be spent on 
conservation planning and site 
prep

• Be adaptive



Questions?
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