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Cultural Resources
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 Purpose

 Preliminary vs. Final

 Your Role

Restoration Concept 
Plans
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Acquisition

Vegetation Establishment

Site 
Preparation

Seeding Weed 
Management

Planning

Application Easement

Engineering/ Construction

ConstructionSite Inv. / Planning Design

Restoration Workload, 
Process and Timelines
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CRP-2 Handbook, Part 13 – Section 402 
Establishing Approved Cover

C Permanent Covers (Continued)

Approved permanent cover is required to be seeded within 12 months after the 
CRP-1 effective date, according to Exhibit 11. However, NRCS or TSP, in 
consultation with COC or CED, may, in developing the conservation plan, permit 
up to an additional 12 months, not to exceed 24 continuous months, to seed or 
install the approved permanent cover if any of the following apply:

 the specific site conditions require additional time to seed the approved cover 
to not adversely impact the natural resources of the site or surrounding areas

 the approved grass seed, grass mixture, trees, or shrubs are not available
 seed costs will create an adverse economic hardship on the participant. 

DO THIS!

Restoration Workload, 
Process and Timelines
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CRP-2 Handbook, Part 13 – Section 402 
Establishing Approved Cover

D Additional Months to Establish Permanent Covers Authorized (Continued)

After the conservation plan is approved, COC or CED may approve a revised plan, signed 
pen and ink changes by the participant, to allow up to 2 additional 12-month extensions 
of time to seed or install the approved permanent cover if COC or CED determines that 
any of the following applies:

 the approved grass seed, grass mixture, trees, or shrubs are not available
 seed costs will create an adverse economic hardship on the participant
 the producer has been prevented from timely seeding the approved permanent cover 

because of adverse weather conditions.

Restoration Workload, 
Process and Timelines
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CRP-2 Handbook, Part 13 – Section 402 
Establishing Approved Cover

D Additional Months to Establish Permanent Covers Authorized (Continued)

In no case shall COC, CED, or STC approve a revised conservation plan for more 
than a total of 36 months, original 12 month plan, plus up to 2 additional 12-
month extensions, to seed the approved permanent cover. CRP-1’s that do not 
have the approved permanent cover seeded in 36 months of the effective date 
shall be terminated. 

Meritorious requests for authority to continue CRP-1, on which the approved 
permanent cover has not been seeded within 36 months of the effective date of 
CRP-1, may only be approved by DAFP. COC and STC may submit requests to 
DAFP, only if both COC or CED and STC determine the request is justified based 
on documented and verifiable facts of the individual case. 

Restoration Workload, 
Process and Timelines
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Conservation Plan

• Each Program Requires a Conservation Plan

• To the extent possible within these plans, try to have 
practices and associated acres match for the MNCREP acres

• Conservation plans and associated practices/practice acres 
will drive available funding for practice work
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Conservation Plan

Documents that make up RIM’s 
Conservation Plan

• Conservation Plan Signature Page

• Conservation Practice Plan 

• Conservation Easement Practice 
Payment Worksheet (CEPPW)

• Conservation Plan Map
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Conservation Plan
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Conservation Plan

What and When to Submit to BWSR?

• With Title Commitment

• Conservation Practice Plan

• CEPPW 

• Conservation Plan Map

• With Signed RIM Easement

• Conservation Plan signature page
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Conservation Plan

Additional Conservation Plan Documents
• Construction Plans (when applicable) 

• Seeding/Planting Plans 

• Operation and Maintenance Requirements 

• Supplementary Information (as needed)
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Conservation Plan
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Conservation Plan

Guidance for Preparing RIM Conservation Plans
• Similar Practice Areas (P.A.s) should not be adjacent 

(ex. no RR-2a next to RR-2a)

• Practice areas cannot extend over a stream

• For areas already vegetated and no work is planned, 
use “Already Established” appropriate P.A.s, such as 
RR-1b, RR-2b, and RR-3b. 
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Conservation Plan

Guidance for Preparing RIM Conservation Plans
• All drained and altered wetland areas should be claimed as 

RR-8 practice (see Appendix 1 of RIM General Program 
Guidance document) 

• RR-8’s should have RR-2a supporting practice if vegetative 
work is planned within any part of defined wetland area 
(most always)
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Conservation Plan

Guidance for Preparing RIM Conservation Plans

It is preferred for the conservation plan map to be on an 
aerial photo with practice areas digitized (ArcMap)



Practice Implementation 
Request Form (PIRF)
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Conservation Plan

Amending/Changing a Conservation Plan

Revision Request Form

First Practice Payment



Conservation Practice Funding/Payments
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments

 Practice Incentive Payments (PIPs) are not part of cost-share/practice 
payments made to cooperator

 BWSR will provide practice payments for wetland restoration work, site 
prep, seed, and seeding but will not provide practice payments for 
establishment (clippings) or ongoing maintenance
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments
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Construction Funds

RIM – Practice Payment (Reimbursement)

• $600 per acre – (RR-8 Wetland Restoration Areas)

• This max may be exceeded – To be determined on a case by 
case basis in consultation with BWSR engineering and RIM 
program staff

Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments
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Construction Funds
CRP – Cost-Share (NTE 50%)

• Level 1 – $350 per acre
Where Minimal Construction Work is Needed

• Level 2 – $700 per acre
Where More Complex (costly) Work is Needed

Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments

• Will want to recommend Level 2 most of the time.

• These cost-share levels are not to exceed 50% of the eligible 
practice costs as determined by FSA
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments

Wetland and Upland 
Area Vegetation 
Establishment

Wetland Restoration 
Construction & Critical 
Area Stabilization
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments

Field 1

Field 2

Outlet 
Structure

Outlet 
Structure
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments

• Work with FSA and attempt to consolidate sites with multiple fields into 
one field (when possible)

• If multiple fields, try to apply same cost-share rate (Level 1 / Level 2) to 
all fields

• Coordinate early and often with BWSR and FSA
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Requesting Cost-Share/Practice Payment
Considerations:

Process both CRP and RIM payments simultaneously

Pros: Payments get made quicker

Cons: FSA determination of C-S is not what was excepted

Process CRP cost-share payment before finalizing and processing RIM payment

Pros: All payments will be correct

Cons: Longer time-frame to get all payments out

Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments
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Conservation Practice 
Funding/Payments
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Questions?
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