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Preface to the On- Line Edition

This is an electronic version of the 198@rps of Engineers Wetlands Delin-
eation Manualthe 1987 Manual). The 1987 Manual is the current Federal
delineation manual used in the Clean Water Act Section 404 regulatory program
for the identification and delineation of wetlands. Except where noted in the
manual, the approach requires positive evidence of hydrophytic vegetation,
hydric soils, and wetland hydrology for a determination that an area is a wet-
land.

The original manual and this on-line edition were prepared by the Environ-
mental Laboratory (EL) of the U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Sta-
tion (WES), Vicksburg, Mississippi. The work was sponsored by Headquarters,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (HQUSACE), through the Wetlands Research
Program.

The manual was originally published in January 1987, following several
years of development and testing of draft versions. Since that time, the use and
interpretation of the 1987 Manual have been clarified and updated through a
series of guidance documents and memoranda from HQUSACE. This electronic
edition does not change the intent or jurisdictional area of the 1987 Manual. It
does, however, attempt to clarify the manual and current guidance by including
a number of boxed "USER NOTES" indicating where the original manual has
been augmented by more recent information or guidance. USER NOTES were
written by Dr. James S. Wakeley, EL, WES. Due to re-formatting of the text
and insertion of the USER NOTES, page numbers in this edition do not match
those in the original edition. Some obsolete material appears in this document
as struck-out text (e.g—ebselete-matgriahd hypertext links are provided to
sources of important supplementary information (e.g., hydric soils lists, wetland
plant lists). References cited in the USER NOTES refer to the following guid-
ance documents from HQUSACE:

"Clarification of the Phrase "Normal Circumstances" as it pertains to Crop-
ped Wetlands," Regulatory Guidance Letter (RGL) 90-7 dated 26 Sep-
tember 1990.

"Implementation of the 1987 Corps Wetland Delineation Manual," memo-
randum from John P. ElImore dated 27 August 1991.



Vi

"Questions & Answers on the 1987 Manual," memorandum from John F.
Studt dated 7 October 1991.

"Clarification and Interpretation of the 1987 Manual," memorandum from
Major General Arthur E. Williams dated 6 March 1992.

"Revisions to National Plant Lists," memorandum from Michael L. Davis
dated 17 January 1996.

"NRCS Field Indicators of Hydric Soils," memorandum from John F. Studt
dated 21 March 1997.

Copies of the original published manual are available through the National
Technical Information Service (phone 703-487-4650, NTIS document number
ADA 176734/2INE). The report should be cited as follows:

Environmental Laboratory. (1987). "Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delin-
eation Manual,” Technical Report Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engineer Water-
ways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, MS.

Useful supplementary information for making wetland determinations can
also be found at the following sites on the World Wide Web:

« Hydric soils definition, criteria, and lists
« National list of plant species that occur in wetlands
« Analyses of normal precipitation ranges and growing season limits

« National Wetlands Inventory maps and databases


http://www.statlab.iastate.edu/soils/hydric/
http://www.nwi.fws.gov/ecology.htm
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/water/wetlands.html
http://www.nwi.fws.gov/

Preface to the Or iginal Edition

This manual is a product of the Wetlands Research Program (WRP) of the
U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station (WES), Vicksburg, MS.
The work was sponsored by the Office, Chief of Engineers (OCE), U.S. Army.
OCE Technical monitors for the WRP were Drs. John R. Hall and Robert J.
Pierce, and Mr. Phillip C. Pierce.

The manual has been reviewed and concurred in by the Office of the Chief of
Engineers and the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)

USER NOTES: Use of the 1987 Manual to identify and delineate wet-
lands potentially subject to regulation under Section 404 is now manda-
tory. (HQUSACE, 27 Aug 91)

This manual describes technical guidelines and methods using a multipara-
meter approach to identify and delineate wetlands for purposes of Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. Appendices of supporting technical information are also
provided.

The manual is presented in four parts. Part Il was prepared by Dr. Robert T.
Huffman, formerly of the Environmental Laboratory (EL), WES, and Dr. Dana
R. Sanders, Sr., of the Wetland and Terrestrial Habitat Group (WTHG), Envi-
ronmental Resources Division (ERD), EL. Dr. Huffman prepared the original
version of Part Il in 1980, entitled "Multiple Parameter Approach to the Field
Identification and Delineation of Wetlands." The original version was distrib-
uted to all Corps field elements, as well as other Federal resource and environ-
mental regulatory agencies, for review and comments. Dr. Sanders revised the
original version in 1982, incorporating review comments. Parts I, lll, and IV

Vi



were prepared by Dr. Sanders, Mr. William B. Parker (formerly detailed to WES
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Soil Conservation Service
(SCS)) and Mr. Stephen W. Forsythe (formerly detailed to WES by the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)). Dr. Sanders also
served as overall technical editor of the manual. The manual was edited by Ms.
Jamie W. Leach of the WES Information Products Division.

The authors acknowledge technical assistance provided by: Mr. Russell F.
Theriot, Mr. Ellis J. Clairain, Jr., and Mr. Charles J. Newling, all of WTHG,
ERD; Mr. Phillip Jones, former SCS detail to WES; Mr. Porter B. Reed, FWS,
National Wetland Inventory, St. Petersburg, Fla.; Dr. Dan K. Evans, Marshall
University, Huntington, W. Va.; and the USDA-SCS. The authors also express
gratitude to Corps personnel who assisted in developing the regional lists of
species that commonly occur in wetlands, including Mr. Richard Macomber,
Bureau of Rivers and Harbors; Ms. Kathy Mulder, Kansas City District; Mr.
Michael Gilbert, Omaha District; Ms. Vicki Goodnight, Southwestern Division;
Dr. Fred Weinmann, Seattle District; and Mr. Michael Lee, Pacific Ocean Divi-
sion. Special thanks are offered to the CE personnel who reviewed and com-
mented on the draft manual, and to those who participated in a workshop that
consolidated the field comments.

The work was monitored at WES under the direct supervision of Dr. Hanley
K. Smith, Chief, WTHG, and under the general supervision of Dr. Conrad J.
Kirby, Jr., Chief, ERD. Dr. Smith, Dr. Sanders, and Mr. Theriot were Managers
of the WRP. Dr. John Harrison was Chief, EL.

Director of WES during the preparation of this report was COL Allen F.
Grum, USA. During publication, COL Dwayne G. Lee, CE, was Commander
and Director. Technical Director was Dr. Robert W. Whalin.

This report should be cited as follows:

Environmental Laboratory. (1987). "Corps of Engineers Wetlands
Delineation Manual," Technical Report Y-87-1, U.S. Army Engi-
neer Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, Miss.

The contents of this report are not to be used for advertising, publication, or
promotional purposes. Citation of trade names does not constitute an official
endorsement or approval of the use of such commercial products.

viii



Conversion Factors, Non-Sl to
Sl Units of Measurement

Non-SI units of measurement used in this report can be converted to SI (met-

ric) units as follows:

iy

acres 0.4047 hectares
Fahrenheit degrees 5/9 Celsius degrees’
feet 0.3048 metres

inches 2.54 centimetres
miles (U.S. statute) 1.6093 kilometres

square inches

formula: C = (5/9) (F - 32).

! To obtain Celsius (C) temperature readings from Fahrenheit (F) readings, use the following

square centimetres




Part I: Introduction

Backgr ound

1. Recognizing the potential for continued or accelerated degradation of the
Nation's waters, the U.S. Congress enacted the Clean Water Act (hereafter
referred to as the Act), formerly known as the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). The objective of the Act is to maintain and restore the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the waters of the United States.
Section 404 of the Act authorizes the Secretary of the Army, acting through the
Chief of Engineers, to issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material
into the waters of the United States, including wetlands.

Purpose and Objectives

Purpose
2. The purpose of this manual is to provide users with guidelines and meth-

ods to determine whether an area is a wetland for purposes of Section 404 of the
Act.

Objectives

3. Specific objectives of the manual are to:

a. Present technical guidelines for identifying wetlands and distinguishing
them from aquatic habitats and other nonwetldnds.

b. Provide methods for applying the technical guidelines.

c. Provide supporting information useful in applying the technical
guidelines.

! Definitions of terms used in this manual are presented in the Glossary, Appendix A.
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Scope

4. This manual is limited in scope to wetlands that are a subset of "waters of
the United States" and thus subject to Section 404. The term "waters of the
United States" has broad meaning and incorporates both deep-water aquatic habi-
tats and special aquatic sites, including wetlakésl¢ral Registel982), as
follows:

a. The territorial seas with respect to the discharge of fill material.

b. Coastal and inland waters, lakes, rivers, and streams that are navigable
waters of the United States, including their adjacent wetlands.

c. Tributaries to navigable waters of the United States, including adjacent
wetlands.

d. Interstate waters and their tributaries, including adjacent wetlands.

e. All others waters of the United States not identified above, such as iso-
lated wetlands and lakes, intermittent streams, prairie potholes, and other
waters that are not a part of a tributary system to interstate waters or navi-
gable waters of the United States, the degradation or destruction of which
could affect interstate commerce.

Determination that a water body or wetland is subject to interstate commerce and
therefore is a "water of the United States” shall be made independently of proce-
dures described in this manual.
Special aquatic sites

5. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies six categories of
special aquatic sites in their Section 404 b.(l) guideliReddral Registel 980),
including:

a. Sanctuaries and refuges.

b. Wetlands.

c. Mudflats.

d. Vegetated shallows.

e. Coral reefs.

f. Riffle and pool complexes.

Part 1 Introduction



Although all of these special aquatic sites are subject to provisions of the Clean
Water Act, this manual considers only wetlands. By definition, wetlands are
vegetated. Thus, unvegetated special aquatic sites (e.g., mudflats lacking macro-
phytic vegetation) are not covered in this manual.

Relationship to wetland classification systems

6. The technical guideline for wetlands does not constitute a classification
system. It only provides a basis for determining whether a given area is a wet-
land for purposes of Section 404, without attempting to classify it by wetland

type.

7. Consideration should be given to the relationship between the technical
guideline for wetlands and the classification system developed for the Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS), U.S. Department of the Interior, by Cowardin et al.
(1979). The FWS classification system was developed as a basis for identifying,
classifying, and mapping wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and deepwater
aquatic habitats. Using this classification system, the National Wetland Inven-
tory (NWI) is mapping the wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and deepwater
aquatic habitats of the United States, and is also developing both a list of plant
species that occur in wetlands and an associated plant database. These products
should contribute significantly to application of the technical guideline for wet-
lands. The technical guideline for wetlands as presented in the manual includes
most, but not all, wetlands identified in the FWS system. The difference is due
to two principal factors:

a. The FWS system includes all categories of special aquatic sites identified
in the EPA Section 404 b.(I) guidelines. All other special aquatic sites are
clearly within the purview of Section 404, thus, special methods for their
delineation are unnecessary.

b. The FWS system requires that a positive indicator of wetlands be present
for any one of the three parameters, while the technical guideline for wet-
lands requires that a positive wetland indicator be present for each
parameter (vegetation, soils, and hydrology), except in limited instances
identified in the manual.

Organization

8. This manual consists of four parts and four appendices. Part | presents the
background, purpose and objectives, scope, organization, and use of the manual.

9. Part Il focuses on the technical guideline for wetlands, and stresses the

need for considering all three parameters (vegetation, soils, and hydrology) when
making wetland determinations. Since wetlands occur in an intermediate posi-
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tion along the hydrologic gradient, comparative technical guidelines are also
presented for deepwater aquatic sites and nonwetlands.

10. Part lll contains general information on hydrophytic vegetation, hydric
soils, and wetland hydrology. Positive wetland indicators of each parameter are
included.

11. Part IV, which presents methods for applying the technical guideline for
wetlands, is arranged in a format that leads to a logical determination of whether
a given area is a wetland. Section A contains general information related to ap-
plication of methods. Section B outlines preliminary data-gathering efforts.
Section C discusses two approaches (routine and comprehensive) for making
wetland determinations and presents criteria for deciding the correct approach to
use. Sections D and E describe detailed procedures for making routine and com-
prehensive determinations, respectively. The basic procedures are described in a
series of steps that lead to a wetland determination.

12. The manual also describes (Part IV, Section F) methods for delineating
wetlands in which the vegetation, soils, and/or hydrology have been altered by
recent human activities or natural events, as discussed below:

a. The definition of wetlands contains the phrase "under normal circum-
stances," which was included because there are instances in which
the vegetation in a wetland has been inadvertently or purposely re-
moved or altered as a result of recent natural events or human activi-
ties. Other examples of human alterations that may affect wetlands
are draining, ditching, levees, deposition of fill, irrigation, and im-
poundments. When such activities occur, an area may fail to meet
the diagnostic criteria for a wetland. Likewise, positive hydric soll
indicators may be absent in some recently created wetlands. In such
cases, an alternative method must be employed in making wetland
determinations.

USER NOTES: "Normal circumstances" has been further defined as
"the soil and hydrologic conditions that are normally present, without re-
gard to whether the vegetation has been removed.” The determination
of whether normal circumstances exist in a disturbed area "involves an
evaluation of the extent and relative permanence of the physical alter-
ation of wetlands hydrology and hydrophytic vegetation" and consider-
ation of the "purpose and cause of the physical alterations to hydrology
and vegetation." (RGL 90-7, 26 Sep 90; HQUSACE, 7 Oct 91)

b. Natural events may also result in sufficient modification of an area
that indicators of one or more wetland parameters are absent. For
example, changes in river course may significantly alter hydrology,
or beaver dams may create new wetland areas that lack hydric soil
conditions. Catastrophic events (e.g., fires, avalanches, mudslides,

Part 1 Introduction



and volcanic activities) may also alter or destroy wetland indicators
on a site.

Such atypical situations occur throughout the United States, and all of these can-
not be identified in this manual.

13. Certain wetland types, under the extremes of normal circumstances, may
not always meet all the wetland criteria defined in the manual. Examples include
prairie potholes during drought years and seasonal wetlands that may lack hydro-
phytic vegetation during the dry season. Such areas are discussed in Part IV,
Section G, and guidance is provided for making wetland determinations in these
areas. However, such wetland areas may warrant additional research to refine
methods for their delineation.

14. Appendix A is a glossary of technical terms used in the manual. Defini-
tions of some terms were taken from other technical sources, but most terms are

defined according to the manner in which they are used in the manual.

15. Data forms for methods presented in Part IV are included in Appendix B.
Examples of completed data forms are also provided.

16 Supportmg mformatlon is presented in Appendlces C and-B—Appendix C

USER NOTES: CE-supplied plant lists are obsolete and have been su-
perseded by the May 1988 version of the "National List of Plant Species
that Occur in Wetlands" published by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and available on the World Wide Web. (HQUSACE, 27 Aug 91)

Section 3 describes morphological, physiological, and reproductive adaptations
associated with hydrophytic species, as well as a list of some species exhibiting
such adaptations. Appendix D discusses procedures for examining soils for

hydric soil indicatorsand-alse-containsalistof-hydric-seils-ef the United-States

USER NOTES: The hydric soil list published in the 1987 Corps Manual
is obsolete. Current hydric soil definition, criteria, and lists are available
over the World Wide Web from the U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). (HQUSACE, 27 Aug 91, 6 Mar 92)

Use

17. Although this manual was prepared primarily for use by Corps of Engi-
neers (CE) field inspectors, it should be useful to anyone who makes wetland
determinations for purposes of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The user is
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directed through a series of steps that involve gathering of information and
decisionmaking, ultimately leading to a wetland determination. A general flow
diagram of activities leading to a determination is presented in Figure 1. How-
ever, not all activities identified in Figure 1 will be required for each wetland
determination. For example, if a decision is made to use a routine determination
procedure, comprehensive determination procedures will not be employed.

Premise for use of the manual
18. Three key provisions of the CE/EPA definition of wetlands include:

a. Inundated or saturated soil conditions resulting from permanent or peri-
odic inundation by ground water or surface water.

b. A prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions (hydrophytic vegetation).

c. The presence of "normal circumstances."

19. Explicit in the definition is the consideration of three environmental para-
meters: hydrology, soil, and vegetation. Positive wetland indicators of all three
parameters are normally present in wetlands. Although vegetation is often the
most readily observed parameter, sole reliance on vegetation or either of the other
parameters as the determinant of wetlands can sometimes be misleading. Many
plant species can grow successfully in both wetlands and nonwetlands, and
hydrophytic vegetation and hydric soils may persist for decades following alter-
ation of hydrology that will render an area a nonwetland. The presence of hydric
soils and wetland hydrology indicators in addition to vegetation indicators will
provide a logical, easily defensible, and technical basis for the presence of wet-
lands. The combined use of indicators for all three parameters will enhance the
technical accuracy, consistency, and credibility of wetland determinations.
Therefore, all three parameters were used in developing the technical guideline
for wetlands and all approaches for applying the technical guideline embody the
multiparameter concept.

Approaches
20. The approach used for wetland delineations will vary, based primarily on

the complexity of the area in question. Two basic approaches described in the
manual are (a) routine and (b) comprehensive.

Part 1 Introduction



PRELIMINARY DATA
GATHERING AND SYNTHESIS
PART IV, SECTION B

:

SELECT METHOD
PART iV, SECTION C

ROUTINE | COMPREHENSIVE
DETERMINATION b — — — — o] DETERMINATION
PART IV, SECTION D PART IV, SECTION E

JURISDICTIONAL
DETERMINATION

Figure 1.  General schematic diagram of activities leading to a wetland/non-
wetland determination

21. Routine approach. The routine approach normally will be used in the
vast majority of determinations. The routine approach requires minimal level of
effort, using primarily qualitative procedures. This approach can be further sub-
divided into three levels of required effort, depending on the complexity of the
area and the amount and quality of preliminary data available. The following
levels of effort may be used for routine determinations:

a. Level 1 - Onsite inspection unnecessgBart IV, Section D, Subsection
1).

b. Level 2 - Onsite inspection necessafiyart IV, Section D, Subsection 2).

c. Level 3 - Combination of Levels 1 and(Part IV, Section D, Subsection
3).

22. Comprehensive approach.The comprehensive approach requires appli-
cation of quantitative procedures for making wetland determinations. It should
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seldom be necessary, and its use should be restricted to situations in which the
wetland is very complex and/or is the subject of likely or pending litigation.
Application of the comprehensive approach (Part IV, Section E) requires a greater
level of expertise than application of the routine approach, and only experienced
field personnel with sufficient training should use this approach.

Flexibility

23. Procedures described for both routine and comprehensive wetland deter-
minations have been tested and found to be reliable. However, site-specific con-
ditions may require modification of field procedures. For example, slope config-
uration in a complex area may necessitate modification of the baseline and tran-
sect positions. Since specific characteristics (e.g., plant density) of a given plant
community may necessitate the use of alternate methods for determining the
dominant species, the user has the flexibility to employ sampling procedures
other than those described. However, the basic approach for making wetland
determinations should not be altered (i.e., the determination should be based on
the dominant plant species, soil characteristics, and hydrologic characteristics of
the area in question). The user should document reasons for using a different
characterization procedure than described in the ma@#AdUTION: Applica-
tion of methods described in the manual or the modified sampling procedures
requires that the user be familiar with wetlands of the area and use his or her
training, experience, and good judgment in making wetland determinations.
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Part II: Technical Guidelines

24. The interaction of hydrology, vegetation, and soil results in the develop-
ment of characteristics unique to wetlands. Therefore, the following technical
guideline for wetlands is based on these three parameters, and diagnostic envi-
ronmental characteristics used in applying the technical guideline are repre-
sented by various indicators of these parameters.

25. Because wetlands may be bordered by both wetter areas (aquatic habi-
tats) and by drier areas (nonwetlands), guidelines are presented for wetlands,
deepwater aquatic habitats, and nonwetlands. However, procedures for applying
the technical guidelines for deepwater aquatic habitats and nonwetlands are not
included in the manual.

Wetlands

26. The following definition, diagnostic environmental characteristics, and
technical approach comprise a guideline for the identification and delineation of
wetlands:

a. Definition. The CE Federal Registef982) and the EPAFgderal Reg-
ister 1980) jointly define wetlands as: Those areas that are inundated or
saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration suffi-
cient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prev-
alence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.

b. Diagnostic environmental characteristicgVetlands have the following
general diagnostic environmental characteristics:

(1) Vegetation.The prevalent vegetation consists of macrophytes that
are typically adapted to areas having hydrologic and soil conditions
described ira above. Hydrophytic species, due to morphological,
physiological, and/or reproductive adaptation(s), have the ability to
grow, effectively compete, reproduce, and/or persist in anaerobic
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soil conditions! Indicators of vegetation associated with wetlands
are listed in paragraph 35.

(2) Soil. Soils are present and have been classified as hydric, or they
possess characteristics that are associated with reducing soil condi-
tions. Indicators of soils developed under reducing conditions are
listed in paragraphs 44 and 45.

(3) Hydrology. The area is inundated either permanently or periodi-
cally at mean water depth$.6 ft, or the soil is saturated to the
surface at some time during the growing season of the prevalent
vegetatiort. Indicators of hydrologic conditions that occur in wet-
lands are listed in paragraph 49.

c. Technical approach for the identification and delineation of wetlands.
Except in certain situations defined in this manual, evidence of a mini-
mum of one positive wetland indicator from each parameter (hydrology,
soil, and vegetation) must be found in order to make a positive wetland
determination.

Deepwater Aquatic Habitats

27. The following definition, diagnostic environmental characteristics, and
technical approach comprise a guideline for deepwater aquatic habitats:

a. Definition. Deepwater aquatic habitats are areas that are permanently
inundated at mean annual water depths >6.6 ft or permanently inundated
areas:6.6 ft in depth that do not support rooted-emergent or woody plant
species.

b. Diagnostic environmental characteristicBeepwater aquatic habitats
have the following diagnostic environmental characteristics:

(1) Vegetation.No rooted-emergent or woody plant species are present
in these permanently inundated areas.

(2) Soil. The substrate technically is not defined as a soil if the mean
water depth is >6.6 ft or if it will not support rooted emergent or
woody plants.

! Species (e.gAcerrubrum) having broad ecological tolerances occur in both wetlands and non-

wetlands.

The period of inundation or soil saturation varies according to the hydrologic/soil moisture re-
gime and occurs in both tidal and nontidal situations.

Areasz6.6 ft mean annual depth that support only submergent aquatic plants are vegetated shal-
lows, not wetlands.
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(3) Hydrology. The area is permanently inundated at mean water
depths >6.6 ft.

c. Technical approach for the identification and delineation of deepwater
aquatic habitats.When any one of the diagnostic characteristics identi-
fied inb above is present, the area is a deepwater aquatic habitat.

Nonwetlands

28. The following definition, diagnostic environmental characteristics, and
technical approach comprise a guideline for the identification and delineation of
nonwetlands:

a. Definition. Nonwetlands include uplands and lowland areas that are
neither deepwater aquatic habitats, wetlands, nor other special aquatic
sites. They are seldom or never inundated, or if frequently inundated,
they have saturated soils for only brief periods during the growing sea-
son, and, if vegetated, they normally support a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life only in aerobic soil conditions.

b. Diagnostic environmental characteristicBlonwetlands have the fol-
lowing general diagnostic environmental characteristics:

(1) Vegetation.The prevalent vegetation consists of plant species that
are typically adapted for life only in aerobic soils. These meso-
phytic and/or xerophytic macrophytes cannot persist in predomi-
nantly anaerobic soil conditiorts.

(2) Soil. Soils, when present, are not classified as hydric, and possess
characteristics associated with aerobic conditions.

(3) Hydrology. Although the soil may be inundated or saturated by
surface water or ground water periodically during the growing sea-
son of the prevalent vegetation, the average annual duration of inun-
dation or soil saturation does not preclude the occurrence of plant
species typically adapted for life in aerobic soil conditions.

c. Technical approach for the identification and delineation of nonwet-
lands. When any one of the diagnostic characteristics identifidd in
above is present, the area is a nonwetland.

' Some species, due to their broad ecological tolerances, occur in both wetlands and nonwetlands
(e.g.,Acer rubrum).
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Part Ill: Characteristics and
Indicators of Hydrophytic
Vegetation, Hydric Solls, and
Wetland Hydrology

Hydrophytic Vegetation

Definition

29. Hydrophytic vegetation. Hydrophytic vegetation is defined herein as
the sum total of macrophytic plant life that occurs in areas where the frequency
and duration of inundation or soil saturation produce permanently or periodically
saturated soils of sufficient duration to exert a controlling influence on the plant
species present. The vegetation occurring in a wetland may consist of more
than one plant community (species association). The plant community concept
is followed throughout the manual. Emphasis is placed on the assemblage of
plant species that exert a controlling influence on the character of the plant
community, rather than on indicator species. Thus, the presence of scattered
individuals of an upland plant species in a community dominated by hydro-
phytic species is not a sufficient basis for concluding that the area is an upland
community. Likewise, the presence of a few individuals of a hydrophytic spe-
cies in a community dominated by upland species is not a sufficient basis for
concluding that the area has hydrophytic vegetatt@AUTION: In determin-
ing whether an area is "vegetated" for the purpose of Section 404 jurisdiction,
users must consider the density of vegetation at the site being evaluated. While
it is not possible to develop a numerical method to determine how many plants
or how much biomass is needed to establish an area as being vegetated or
unvegetated, it is intended that the predominant condition of the site be used to
make that characterization. This concept applies to areas grading from wet-
land to upland, and from wetland to other waters. This limitation would not
necessarily apply to areas which have been disturbed by man or recent natural
events.
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30. Prevalence of vegetation.The definition of wetlands includes the
phrase "prevalence of vegetation.”" Prevalence, as applied to vegetation, is an
imprecise, seldom-used ecological term. As used in the wetlands definition,
prevalence refers to the plant community or communities that occur in an area at
some point in time. Prevalent vegetation is characterized by the dominant spe-
cies comprising the plant community or communities. Dominant plant species
are those that contribute more to the character of a plant community than other
species present, as estimated or measured in terms of some ecological parameter
or parameters. The two most commonly used estimates of dominance are basal
area (trees) and percent areal cover (herbs). Hydrophytic vegetation is prevalent
in an area when the dominant species comprising the plant community or com-
munities are typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.

USER NOTES: The "50/20 rule" is the recommended method for se-
lecting dominant species from a plant community when quantitative data
are available. The rule states that for each stratum in the plant commu-
nity, dominant species are the most abundant plant species (when ranked
in descending order of abundance and cumulatively totaled) that immedi-
ately exceed 50% of the total dominance measure for the stratum, plus
any additional species that individually comprise 20% or more of the

total dominance measure for the stratum. The list of dominant species is
then combined across strata. (HQUSACE, 6 Mar 92)

31. Typically adapted. The term "typically adapted" refers to a species
being normally or commonly suited to a given set of environmental conditions,
due to some morphological, physiological, or reproductive adaptation (Appen-
dix C, Section 3). As used in the CE wetlands definition, the governing
environmental conditions for hydrophytic vegetation are saturated soils resulting
from periodic inundation or saturation by surface or ground water. These peri-
odic events must occur for sufficient duration to result in anaerobic soil condi-
tions. When the dominant species in a plant community are typically adapted
for life in anaerobic soil conditions, hydrophytic vegetation is present. Species
listed-in-Appendix-C-Section-1-or that have an indicator status of OBL,

FACW, or FAC (Table 1) are considered to be typically adapted for life in an-
aerobic soil conditions (see paragraph)35

Influencing factors

32. Many factors (e.qg., light, temperature, soil texture and permeability,
man-induced disturbance, etc.) influence the character of hydrophytic vegeta-
tion. However, hydrologic factors exert an overriding influence on species that
can occur in wetlands. Plants lacking morphological, physiological, and/or re-
productive adaptations cannot grow, effectively compete, reproduce, and/or per-
sist in areas that are subject to prolonged inundation or saturated soil conditions.

! Species having a FAC- indicator status are not considered to be typically adapted for life in

anaerobic soil conditions.
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Table 1
Plant Indicator Status Categories

1

Indicator Category hdicator Symbol  DEfinition

Obligate Wetland Plants OBL Plants that occur almost always (estimated probability >99 percent) in wetlands

under natural conditions, but which may also occur rarely (estimated probability
<1 percent) in nonwetlands. Examples: Spartina alterniflora, Taxodium distichum.

Plants

Facultative Wetland FACW Plants that occur usually (estimated probability >67 percent to 99 percent) in wetla-

nds, but also occur (estimated probability 1 percent to 33 percent) in nonwetlands.
Examples: Fraxinus pennsylvanica, Cornus stolonifera.

Facultative Plants FAC Plants with a similar likelihood (estimated probability 33 percent to 67 percent) of

occurring in both wetlands and nonwetlands. Examples: Gleditsia triacanthos,
Smilax rotundifolia.

Plants

Facultative Upland FACU Plants that occur sometimes (estimated probability 1 percent to <33 percent) in

wetlands, but occur more often (estimated probability >67 percent to 99 percent) in
nonwetlands. Examples: Quercus rubra, Potentilla arguta.

Obligate Upland Plants UPL Plants that occur rarely (estimated probability <1 percent) in wetlands, but occur

almost always (estimated probability >99 percent) in nonwetlands under natural
conditions. Examples: Pinus echinata, Bromus mollis.

! Categories were originally developed and defined by the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory and subsequently modified by the
National Plant List Panel. The three facultative categories are subdivided by (+) and (-) modifiers {see-Appenrdix-C-Section-1).

14

Geographic diversity

33. Many hydrophytic vegetation types occur in the United States due to the
diversity of interactions among various factors that influence the distribution of
hydrophytic species. General climate and flora contribute greatly to regional
variations in hydrophytic vegetation. Consequently, the same associations of
hydrophytic species occurring in the southeastern United States are not found in
the Pacific Northwest. In addition, local environmental conditions (e.g., local
climate, hydrologic regimes, soil series, salinity, etc.) may result in broad varia-
tions in hydrophytic associations within a given region. For example, a coastal
saltwater marsh will consist of different species than an inland freshwater marsh
in the same region. An overview of hydrophytic vegetation occurring in each
region of the Nation has been published by the CE in a series of eight prelimi-
nary wetland guides (Table 2), and a group of wetland and estuarine ecological
profiles (Table 3) has been published by FWS.

Classification

34. Numerous efforts have been made to classify hydrophytic vegetation.
Most systems are based on general characteristics of the dominant species
occurring in each vegetation type. These range from the use of general physiog-
nomic categories (e.g., overstory, subcanopy, ground cover, vines) to specific
vegetation types (e.g., forest type numbers as developed by the Society of
American Foresters). In other cases, vegetational characteristics are combined
with hydrologic features to produce more elaborate systems. The most recent
example of such a system was developed for the FWS by Cowardin et al.

(2979).
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Table 2

List of CE Preliminary Wetland Guides

Region Publication Date ES Report No.
Peninsular Florida February 1978 TR Y-78-2
Puerto Rico April 1978 TR Y-78-3
West Coast States April 1978 TR-Y-78-4
Gulf Coastal Plain May 1978 TR Y-78-5
Interior May 1982 TR Y-78-6
South Atlantic States May 1982 TR Y-78-7
North Atlantic States May 1982 TR Y-78-8
Alaska February 1984 TR Y-78-9
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Table 3
List of Ecological Profiles Produced by the FWS Biological
Services Program

Publication

Date FWS Publication No.
"The Ecology of Intertidal Flats of North Carolina" 1979 79/39
"The Ecology of New England Tidal Flats" 1982 81/01
"The Ecology of the Mangroves of South Florida" 1982 81/24
"The Ecology of Bottomland Hardwood Swamps of the 1982 81/37
Southeast"
"The Ecology of Southern California Coastal Salt 1982 81/54
Marshes"
"The Ecology of New England High Salt Marshes" 1982 81/55
"The Ecology of Southeastern Shrub Bogs (Pocosins) 1982 82/04
and Carolina Bays"
"The Ecology of the Apalachicola Bay System" 1984 82/05
"The Ecology of the Pamlico River, North Carolina" 1984 82/06
"The Ecology of the South Florida Coral Reefs" 1984 82/08
"The Ecology of the Sea Grasses of South Florida" 1982 82/25
"The Ecology of Tidal Marshes of the Pacific Northwest 1983 82/32
Coast"
"The Ecology of Tidal Freshwater Marshes of the U.S. 1984 83/17
East Coast"
"The Ecology of San Francisco Bay Tidal Marshes" 1983 82/23
"The Ecology of Tundra Ponds of the Arctic Coastal 1984 83/25
Plain"
"The Ecology of Eelgrass Meadows of the Atlantic 1984 84/02
Coast"
"The Ecology of Delta Marshes of Louisiana" 1984 84/09
"The Ecology of Eelgrass Meadows in the Pacific 1984 84/24
Northwest"
"The Ecology of Irregularly Flooded Marshes of North- (In press) 85(7.1)
eastern Gulf of Mexico"
"The Ecology of Giant Kelp Forests in California" 1985 85(7.2)

Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation

35. Several indicators may be used to determine whether hydrophytic vege-

tation is present on a site. However, the presence of a single individual of a
hydrophytic species does not mean that hydrophytic vegetation is present. The
strongest case for the presence of hydrophytic vegetation can be made when
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several indicators, such as those in the following list, are present. However, any
one of the following is indicative that hydrophytic vegetation is present:

a. More than 50 percent of the dominant species are OBL, FACW, or FAC
(Table 1) on lists of plant species that occur in wetlandsational
interagency panel has prepared a National List of Plant Species that oc-
cur in wetlands. This list categorizes species according to their affinity

for occurrence in Wetlands—Regrenal—subset—hsts—ef—the—naﬂenal list,

USER NOTES: CE-supplied plant lists are obsolete and have been su-
perseded by the May 1988 version of the "National List of Plant Species
that Occur in Wetlands" published by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and available on the World Wide Web. Subsequent changes to the May
1988 national plant list, or regional versions of the national list, should not
be used until they receive official review and approval. (HQUSACE, 27
Aug 91 and 17 Jan 96)

Note: A District that, on a subregional basis, questions the indicator
status of FAC species may use the following option: When FAC species
occur as dominants along with other dominants that are not FAC (either
wetter or drier than FAC), the FAC species can be considered as neutral,
and the vegetation decision can be based on the number of dominant
species wetter than FAC as compared to the number of dominant species
drier than FAC. When a tie occurs or all dominant species are FAC, the
nondominant species must be considered. The area has hydrophytic veg-
etation when more than 50 percent of all considered species are wetter
than FAC. When either all considered species are FAC or the number of
species wetter than FAC equals the number of species drier than FAC,
the wetland determination will be based on the soil and hydrology pa-
rameters. Districts adopting this option should provide documented sup-
port to the Corps representative on the regional plant list panel, so that a
change in indicator status of FAC species of concern can be pursued.
Corps representatives on the regional and national plant list panels will
continually strive to ensure that plant species are properly designated on
both a regional and subregional basis.

! Indicators are listed in order of decreasing reliability. Although all are valid indicators, some

are stronger than others. When a decision is based on an indicator appearing in the lower portion
of the list, re-evaluate the parameter to ensure that the proper decision was reached.

2 FAC+ species are considered to be wetter (i.e., have a greater estimated probability of occur-
ring in wetlands) than FAC species, while FAC- species are considered to be drier (i.e., have a
lesser estimated probability of occurring in wetlands) than FAC species.
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USER NOTES: The FAC-neutral option can not be used to exclude

areas as wetlands that meet the basic vegetation rule (i.e., more than
50% of dominant species are FAC, FACW, or OBL) and meet wetland
hydrology and hydric soil requirements. Presence of a plant community
that satisfies the FAC-neutral option may be used as a secondary indica-
tor of wetland hydrology. (HQUSACE, 6 Mar 92)

b. Other indicators.Although there are several other indicators of hydro-
phytic vegetation, it will seldom be necessary to use them. However,
they may provide additional useful information to strengthen a case for
the presence of hydrophytic vegetation. Additional training and/or expe-
rience may be required to employ these indicators.

(1) Visual observation of plant species growing in areas of prolonged
inundation and/or soil saturationThis indicator can only be ap-
plied by experienced personnel who have accumulated information
through several years of field experience and written documentation
(field notes) that certain species commonly occur in areas of pro-
longed (>10 percent) inundation and/or soil saturation during the
growing season. Species suclTagodium distichum, Typha
latifolia, andSpartina alternifloranormally occur in such areas.
Thus, occurrence of species commonly observed in other wetland
areas provides a strong indication that hydrophytic vegetation is
present. CAUTION: The presence of standing water or saturated
soil on a site is insufficient evidence that the species present are
able to tolerate long periods of inundation. The user must relate
the observed species to other similar situations and determine
whether they are normally found in wet areas, taking into consider-
ation the season and immediately preceding weather conditions.

(2) Morphological adaptations.Some hydrophytic species have easily
recognized physical characteristics that indicate their ability to oc-
cur in wetlands. A given species may exhibit several of these char-
acteristics, but not all hydrophytic species have evident morphologi-
cal adaptations. A list of such morphological adaptations and a
partial list of plant species with known morphological adaptations
for occurrence in wetlands are provided in Appendix C, Section 3.

(3) Technical literature. The technical literature may provide a strong
indication that plant species comprising the prevalent vegetation are
commonly found in areas where soils are periodically saturated for
long periods. Sources of available literature include:

(&) Taxonomic referencesSuch references usually contain at
least a general description of the habitat in which a species
occurs. A habitat description such as, "Occurs in water of
streams and lakes and in alluvial floodplains subject to
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periodic flooding," supports a conclusion that the species typi-
cally occurs in wetlands. Examples of some useful taxonomic
references are provided in Table 4.

Table 4

List of Some Useful Taxonomic References

Title Author(s) |

Manual of Vascular Plants of Northeastern United
States and Adjacent Canada

Gleason and Cronquist (1963)

Gray's Manual of Botany, 8th edition

Fernald (1950)

Manual of the Southeastern Flora

Small (1933)

Manual of the Vascular Flora of the Carolinas

Radford, Ahles, and Bell (1968)

A Flora of Tropical Florida

Long and Lakela (1976)

Aquatic and Wetland Plants of the Southwestern
United States

Correll and Correll (1972)

Arizona Flora

Kearney and Peebles (1960)

Flora of the Pacific Northwest

Hitchcock and Cronquist (1973)

A California Flora

Munz and Keck (1959)

Flora of Missouri

Steyermark (1963)

Manual of the Plants of Colorado

Harrington (1979)

Intermountain Flora - Vascular Plants of the
Intermountain West, USA - Vols | and |l

Cronquist et al. (1972)

Flora of Idaho

Davis (1952)

Aquatic and Wetland Plants of the Southeastern
United States - Vols land I

Godfrey and Wooten (1979)

Manual of Grasses of the U.S.

Hitchcock (1950)

(b) Botanical journals. Some botanical journals contain studies
that define species occurrence in various hydrologic regimes.
Examples of such journals includ&cology, Ecological
Monographs, American Journal of Botany, Journal of Amer-
ican Forestry, and Wetlands: The Journal of the Society of

Wetland Scientists.

(c) Technical reports.Governmental agencies periodically pub-
lish reports (e.g., literature reviews) that contain information

on plant species occurrence in relation to hydrologic regimes.
Examples of such publications include the CE preliminary
regional wetland guides (Table 2) published by the U.S. Army
Engineer Waterways Experiment Station (WES) and the wet-
land community and estuarine profiles of various habitat types
(Table 3) published by the FWS.
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®)

(d) Technical workshops, conferences, and sympd3idlica-
tions resulting from periodic scientific meetings contain valu-
able information that can be used to support a decision regard-
ing the presence of hydrophytic vegetation. These usually
address specific regions or wetland types. For example, distri-
bution of bottomland hardwood forest species in relation to
hydrologic regimes was examined at a workshop on bottom-
land hardwood forest wetlands of the Southeastern United
States (Clark and Benforado 1981).

(e) Wetland plant databaseThe NWI is producing a Plant Data-
base that contains habitat information on approximately 5,200
plant species that occur at some estimated probability in wet-
lands, as compiled from the technical literature. When com-
pleted, this computerized database will be available to all
governmental agencies.

Physiological adaptationsPhysiological adaptations include any
features of the metabolic processes of plants that make them par-
ticularly fitted for life in saturated soil condition®OTE: Itis
impossible to detect the presence of physiological adaptations in
plant species during onsite visitRhysiological adaptations known
for hydrophytic species and species known to exhibit these adapta-
tions are listed and discussed in Appendix C, Section 3.

Reproductive adaptationsSome plant species have reproductive
features that enable them to become established and grow in satu-
rated soil conditions. Reproductive adaptations known for hydro-
phytic species are presented in Appendix C, Section 3.

Hydric Soils

Definition
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(b) A-watertable-atless-than-1.5-ftfrom-thesurfacefora-signifi-

USER NOTES: The hydric soil definition and criteria published in the
1987 Corps Manual are obsolete. Current hydric soil definition, criteria,
and lists are available over the World Wide Web from the U.S.D.A. Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). (HQUSACE, 27 Aug 91,

6 Mar 92)

A hydric soil may be either drained or undrained, and a drained hydric soil may
not continue to support hydrophytic vegetation. Therefore, not all areas having
hydric soils will qualify as wetlands. Only when a hydric soil supports hydro-
phytic vegetation and the area has indicators of wetland hydrology may the soil
be referred to as a "wetland" soil.

38. A drained hydric soil is one in which sufficient ground or surface water
has been removed by artificial means such that the area will no longer support
hydrophyte vegetation. Onsite evidence of drained soils includes:

! Soil nomenclature follows USDA-SCS (1975).
2 Atable of factors for converting Non-SI Units of Measurement to S| (metric) units is presented
on page X.
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a. Presence of ditches or canals of sufficient depth to lower the water table
below the major portion of the root zone of the prevalent vegetation.

b. Presence of dikes, levees, or similar structures that obstruct normal inun-
dation of an area.

c. Presence of a tile system to promote subsurface drainage.
d. Diversion of upland surface runoff from an area.

Although it is important to record such evidence of drainage of an area, a hydric
soil that has been drained or partially drained still allows the soil parameter to be
met. However, the area will not qualify as a wetland if the degree of drainage

has been sufficient to preclude the presence of either hydrophytic vegetation or a
hydrologic regime that occurs in wetlanddOTE: The mere presence of drain-

age structures in an area is not sufficient basis for concluding that a hydric soil
has been drained; such areas may continue to have wetland hydrology.

General information

39. Soils consist of unconsolidated, natural material that supports, or is ca-
pable of supporting, plant life. The upper limit is air and the lower limit is either
bedrock or the limit of biological activity. Some soils have very little organic
matter (mineral soils), while others are composed primarily of organic matter
(Histosols). The relative proportions of particles (sand, silt, clay, and organic
matter) in a soil are influenced by many interacting environmental factors. As
normally defined, a soil must support plant life. The concept is expanded to
include substrates that could support plant life. For various reasons, plants may
be absent from areas that have well-defined soils.

40. A soil profile (Figure 2) consists of various soil layers described from
the surface downward. Most soils have two or more identifiable horizons. A
soil horizon is a layer oriented approximately parallel to the soil surface, and
usually is differentiated from contiguous horizons by characteristics that can be
seen or measured in the field (e.g., color, structure, texture, etc.). Most mineral
soils have A-, B-, and C-horizons, and many have surficial organic layers (O-
horizon). The A-horizon, the surface soil or topsail, is a zone in which organic
matter is usually being added to the mineral soil. It is also the zone from which
both mineral and organic matter are being moved slowly downward. The next
major horizon is the B-horizon, often referred to as the subsoil. The B-horizon
is the zone of maximum accumulation of materials. It is usually characterized
by higher clay content and/or more pronounced soil structure development and
lower organic matter than the A-horizon. The next major horizon is usually the
C-harizon, which consists of unconsolidated parent material that has not been
sufficiently weathered to exhibit characteristics of the B-horizon. Clay content
and degree of soil structure development in the C-horizon are usually less than
in the B-horizon. The lowest major horizon, the R-horizon, consists of consoli-
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dated bedrock. In many situations, this horizon occurs at such depths that it has
no significant influence on soil characteristics.

DESCRIPTION

oraanie | L_O1 | ORGANIC MATTER CONSISTING OF VISIBLE VEGETATIVE MATTER,

HORIZONS 02 ORGANIC MATTER IN A FORM WHERE INDIVIDUAL COMFPONENTS
ARE UNRECOGNIZABLE TQ THE NAKED EYE.

DECOMPOSED ORGANIC MATTER MIXED WITH MINERAL MATTER
Al AND COATING MINERAL PARTICLES, RESULTING IN DARKER COLOR

OF THE SOIL MASS. USUALLY THIN IN FOREST SOILS AND THICK
IN GRASSLAND SOILS.

ZONE WHERE CLAY, IRON, OR ALUMINUM 15 LOST. GENERALLY
A2 LIGHTER IN COLOR AND LOWER !N ORGANIC MATTER CONTENT
THAN THE A1 HORIZON,

MINERAL y Al THESE HORIZONS ARE TRANSITIONAL BETWEEN THE A AND B

HORFZONS HORIZONS.

B THE A3 HORIZON HAS PROPERTIES MORE LIKE A THAN B. THE
B1 HORIZON HAS PROPERTIES MORE LIKE B THAN A

ZONE WHERE THE SOIL LACKS PROPERTIES OF THE OVERLYING A AND
B2 UNDERLYING C HORIZONS. GENERALLY THE ZONE OF MAXIMUM CLAY
CONTENT AND SOIL STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT.

B3 ZONE OF TRANSITION BETWEEN THE B AND ¢ OR R HORIZONS,
BUT WITH PREDOMINANT CHARACTERISTICS OF THE B HORIZON.

A MINERAL LAYER, EXCLUSIVE OF BEDADCK. THAT HAS BEEN
RELATIVELY LITTLE AFFECTED BY SQIL-FORMING PROCESSES
C AND LACKS PROPERTIES OF EITHER THE A OR B HORIZONS,
BUT WHICH GONSISTS OF MATERIALS WEATHERED BELOW
THE ZONE OF BIOLOGICAL ACTIVITY.

R CONSOLIDATED BEDROCK. WHICH IS NOT NECESSARILY THE
SOURCE OF MINERAL MATTER FROM WHICH THE SOIL FORMED.

Figure 2.  Generalized soil profile

Influencing factors

41. Although all soil-forming factors (climate, parent material, relief, organ-
isms, and time) affect the characteristics of a hydric soil, the overriding influ-
ence is the hydrologic regime. The unique characteristics of hydric soils result
from the influence of periodic or permanent inundation or soil saturation for
sufficient duration to effect anaerobic conditions. Prolonged anaerobic soil con-
ditions lead to a reducing environment, thereby lowering the soil redox poten-
tial. This results in chemical reduction of some soil components (e.g., iron and
manganese oxides), which leads to development of soil colors and other physi-
cal characteristics that usually are indicative of hydric soils.
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Classification

42. Hydric soils occur in several categories of the current soil classification
system, which is published 8oil TaxonomyUSDA-SCS 1975). This classi-
fication system is based on physical and chemical properties of soils that can be
seen, felt, or measured. Lower taxonomic categories of the system (e.qg., soil
series and soil phases) remain relatively unchanged from earlier classification
systems.

43. Hydric soils may be classified into two broad categories: organic and
mineral. Organic soils (Histosols) develop under conditions of nearly continu-
ous saturation and/or inundation. All organic soils are hydric soils except
Folists, which are freely drained soils occurring on dry slopes where excess
litter accumulates over bedrock. Organic hydric soils are commonly known as
peats and mucks. All other hydric soils are mineral soils. Mineral soils have a
wide range of textures (sandy to clayey) and colors (red to gray). Mineral
hydric soils are those periodically saturated for sufficient duration to produce
chemical and physical soil properties associated with a reducing environment.
They are usually gray and/or mottled immediately below the surface horizon
(see paragraph 4% or they have thick, dark-colored surface layers overlying
gray or mottled subsurface horizons.

Wetland indicators (nonsandy soils)
44. Several indicators are available for determining whether a given soil

meets the definition and criteria for hydric soils. Any one of the following indi-
cates that hydric soils are presént:

a. Organic soils (Histosols)A soil
is an organic soil when: (1) more
than 50 percent (by volume) of
the upper 32 inches of soil is
composed of organic soil mate-
rial;? or (2) organic soil material
of any thickness rests on bedrock.
Organic soils (Figure 3) are satu-
rated for long periods and are
commonly called peats or mucks.

b. Histic epipedonsA histic
epipedon is an 8- to 16-inch layer
at or near the surface of a mineral
hydric soil that is saturated with

Figure 3.  Organic solil

! Indicators are listed in order of decreasing reliability. Although all are valid indicators, some

are stronger indicators than others. When a decision is based on an indicator appearing in the
lower portion of the list, re-evaluate the parameter to ensure that the proper decision was reached.
2 A detailed definition of organic soil material is available in USDA-SCS (1975).
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water for 30 consecutive days or more in most years and contains a mini-
mum of 20 percent organic matter when no clay is present or a minimum
of 30 percent organic matter when clay content is 60 percent or greater.
Soils with histic epipedons are inundated or saturated for sufficient peri-
ods to greatly retard aerobic decomposition of the organic surface, and
are considered to be hydric soils.

Sulfidic material. When mineral soils emit an odor of rotten eggs,
hydrogen sulfide is present. Such odors are only detected in waterlogged
soils that are permanently saturated and have sulfidic material within a
few centimeters of the soil surface. Sulfides are produced only in a re-
ducing environment.

Aquic or peraquic moisture regimé\n aquic moisture regime is a

reducing one; i.e., it is virtually free of dissolved oxygen because the soll
is saturated by ground water or by water of the capillary fringe (USDA-
SCS 1975). Because dissolved oxygen is removed from ground water by
respiration of microorganisms, roots, and soil fauna, it is also implicit

that the soil temperature is above biologic zefo@» at some time

while the soil is saturated. Soils witleraquicmoisture regimes are
characterized by the presence of ground water always at or near the soil
surface. Examples include soils of tidal marshes and soils of closed,
landlocked depressions that are fed by permanent streams.

Reducing soil conditionsSoils saturated for long or very long duration
will usually exhibit reducing conditions. Under such conditions, ions of
iron are transformed from a ferric valence state to a ferrous valence state.
This condition can often be detected in the field by a ferrous iron test. A
simple colorimetric field test kit has been developed for this purpose.
When a soil extract changes to a pink color upon additionof

dipyridyl, ferrous iron is present, which indicates a reducing soil environ-
ment. NOTE: This test cannot be used in mineral hydric soils having
low iron content, organic soils, and soils that have been desaturated for
significant periods of the growing season.

Soil colors. The colors of various soil components are often the most
diagnostic indicator of hydric soils. Colors of these components are
strongly influenced by the frequency and duration of soil saturation,
which leads to reducing soil conditions. Mineral hydric soils will be
either gleyed or will have bright mottles and/or low matrix chroma.
These are discussed below:

(1) Gleyed soils (gray colors)Gleyed soils develop when anaerobic
soil conditions result in pronounced chemical reduction of iron,
manganese, and other elements, thereby producing gray soil colors.
Anaerobic conditions that occur in waterlogged soils result in the
predominance of reduction processes, and such soils are greatly
reduced. Iron is one of the most abundant elements in soils. Under
anaerobic conditions, iron in converted from the oxidized (ferric)
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state to the reduced (ferrous) state,
which results in the bluish, greenish,
or grayish colors associated with the
gleying effect (Figure 4). Gleying
immediately below the A-horizon or
10 inches (whichever is shallower)
is an indication of a markedly re-
duced soil, and gleyed soils are
hydric soils. Gleyed soil conditions
can be determined by using the gley
page of the Munsell Color Book
Figure 4.  Gleyed soil (Munsell Color 1975).

matrix chroma. Mineral hydric soils
that are saturated for substantial
periods of the growing season (but
not long enough to produce gleyed
soils) will either have bright mottles
and a low matrix chroma or will lack
mottles but have a low matrix
chroma (see Appendix D, Section 1,
for a definition and discussion of
"chroma" and other components of
Figure 5. Soil showing matrix (brown) soil color). Mottledmeans "marked
and mottles (reddish-brown) with spots of contrasting color.”
Soils that have brightly colored mot-
tles and a low matrix chroma are
indicative of a fluctuating water
table. The soiinatrix is the portion (usually more than 50 percent)
of a given soil layer that has the predominant color (Figure 5).
Mineral hydric soils usually have one of the following color fea-
tures in the horizon immediately below the A-horizon or 10 inches
(whichever is shallower):

1 (2) Soils with bright mottles and/or low

(@) Matrix chroma of 2 or less in mottled soils.
(b) Matrix chroma of 1 or less in unmottled soils.

NOTE: The matrix chroma of some dark (black) mineral hydric soils
will not conform to the criteria described in (a) and (b) above; in such
soils, gray mottles occurring at 10 inches or less are indicative of hydric
conditions.

1 Colors should be determined in soils that have been moistened; otherwise, state that colors are

for dry soils.
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CAUTION: Soils with significant coloration due to the nature of the
parent material (e.g., red soils of the Red River Valley) may not exhibit
the above characteristics. In such cases, this indicator cannot be used.

g. Soil appearing on hydric soils listJsing the criteria for hydric soils
(paragraph 37), the NTCHS has developed a list of hydric soils.

USER NOTES: The NRCS has developed local lists of hydric soil map-
ping units that are available from NRCS county and area offices. These
local lists are the preferred hydric soil lists to use in making wetland de-
terminations. (HQUSACE, 6 Mar 92)

Listed soils have reducing condi-
tions for a significant portion of
the growing season in a major
portion of the root zone and are
frequently saturated within
12 inches of the soil surface—The
hstof v e is
.y lix D,
Seetion2.CAUTION: Be sure
that the profile description of the
mapping unit conforms to that of
the sampled soil.

h. Iron and manganese concretions.
During the oxidation-reduction
process, iron and manganese in
suspension are sometimes segre-
gated as oxides into concretions
or soft masses (Figure 6). These
accumulations are usually black
or dark brown. Concretions >2 Figure 6.  Iron and manganese
mm in diameter occurring within concretions
7.5 cm of the surface are evidence
that the soil is saturated for long
periods near the surface.

Wetland indicators (sandy soils)

45. Not all indicators listed in paragraph 44 can be applied to sandy soils.
In particular, soil color should not be used as an indicator in most sandy soils
However, three additional soil features may be used as indicators of sandy
hydric soils, including:

a. High organic matter content in the surface horiz@rganic matter
tends to accumulate above or in the surface horizon of sandy soils that
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are inundated or saturated to the surface for a significant portion of the
growing season. Prolonged inundation or saturation creates anaerobic
conditions that greatly reduce oxidation of organic matter.

b. Streaking of subsurface horizons by organic mat@nganic matter is
moved downward through sand as the water table fluctuates. This often
occurs more rapidly and to a greater degree in some vertical sections of a
sandy soil containing high content of organic matter than in others.
Thus, the sandy soil appears vertically streaked with darker areas. When
soil from a darker area is rubbed between the fingers, the organic matter
stains the fingers.

c. Organic pans.As organic matter is moved downward through sandy
soils, it tends to accumulate at the point representing the most commonly
occurring depth to the water table. This organic matter tends to become
slightly cemented with aluminum, forming a thin layer of hardened soll
(spodic horizon). These horizons often occur at depths of 12 to 30
inches below the mineral surface. Wet spodic soils usually have thick
dark surface horizons that are high in organic matter with dull, gray hori-
zons above the spodic horizon.

USER NOTES: The NRCS has developed regional lists of "Field Indica-
tors of Hydric Soils in the United States" (Version 3.2, July 1996, or
later). Until approved, these indicators do not supersede those given in
the 1987 Corps Manual and supplemental guidance but may be used as
supplementary information. Several of the NRCS indicators were devel-
oped specifically to help in identifying hydric soils in certain problem soil
types (e.g., sandy soils, soils derived from red parent materials, soils
with thick, dark surfaces). These indicators may be used under proce-
dures given in the Problem Area section of the 1987 Manual.
(HQUSACE, 21 Mar 97)

CAUTION: In recently deposited sandy material (e.g., accreting sandbars),
it may be impossible to find any of these indicators. In such cases, consider
this as a natural atypical situation.

Wetland Hydrology

Definition

46. The term "wetland hydrology" encompasses all hydrologic characteris-
tics of areas that are periodically inundated or have soils saturated to the surface
at some time during the growing season. Areas with evident characteristics of
wetland hydrology are those where the presence of water has an overriding in-
fluence on characteristics of vegetation and soils due to anaerobic and reducing
conditions, respectively. Such characteristics are usually present in areas that
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are inundated or have soils that are saturated to the surface for sufficient dura-
tion to develop hydric soils and support vegetation typically adapted for life in
periodically anaerobic soil conditions. Hydrology is often the least exact of the
parameters, and indicators of wetland hydrology are sometimes difficult to find
in the field. However, it is essential to establish that a wetland area is periodi-
cally inundated or has saturated soils during the growing season.

USER NOTES: The 1987 Manual (see glossary, Appendix A) defines
"growing season" as the portion of the year when soil temperature
(measured 20 inches below the surface) is above biological zero (5° C
or 41° F). This period "can be approximated by the number of frost-free
days." Estimated starting and ending dates for the growing season are
based on 28° F air temperature thresholds at a frequency of 5 years in
10 (HQUSACE, 6 Mar 92). This information is available in NRCS
county soil survey reports or from the NRCS Water and Climate Center
in Portland, Oregon, for most weather stations in the country.

Influencing factors

47. Numerous factors (e.g., precipitation, stratigraphy, topography, soil per-
meability, and plant cover) influence the wetness of an area. Regardless, the
characteristic common to all wetlands is the presence of an abundant supply of
water. The water source may be runoff from direct precipitation, headwater or
backwater flooding, tidal influence, ground water, or some combination of these
sources. The frequency and duration of inundation or soil saturation varies from
nearly permanently inundated or saturated to irregularly inundated or saturated.
Topographic position, stratigraphy, and soil permeability influence both the
frequency and duration of inundation and soil saturation. Areas of lower eleva-
tion in a floodplain or marsh have more frequent periods of inundation and/or
greater duration than most areas at higher elevations. Floodplain configuration
may significantly affect duration of inundation. When the floodplain configura-
tion is conducive to rapid runoff, the influence of frequent periods of inundation
on vegetation and soils may be reduced. Soil permeability also influences dura-
tion of inundation and soil saturation. For example, clayey soils absorb water
more slowly than sandy or loamy soils, and therefore have slower permeability
and remain saturated much longer. Type and amount of plant cover affect both
degree of inundation and duration of saturated soil conditions. Excess water
drains more slowly in areas of abundant plant cover, thereby increasing fre-
guency and duration of inundation and/or soil saturation. On the other hand,
transpiration rates are higher in areas of abundant plant cover, which may reduce
the duration of soil saturation.

Classification

48. Although the interactive effects of all hydrologic factors produce a con-
tinuum of wetland hydrologic regimes, efforts have been made to classify wet-
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land hydrologic regimes into functional categories. These efforts have focused
on the use of frequency, timing, and duration of inundation or soil saturation as
a basis for classification. A classification system developed for nontidal areas is
presented in Table 5. This classification system was slightly modified from the
system developed by the Workshop on Bottomland Hardwood Forest Wetlands
of the Southeastern United States (Clark and Benforado 1981). Recent research
indicates that duration of inundation and/or soil saturation during the growing
season is more influential on the plant community than frequency of inundation/
saturation during the growing season (Theriot, in press). Thus, frequency of
inundation and soil saturation are not included in Table 5—FheWES-has devel-

USER NOTES: Based on Table 5 and on paragraph 55, Step 8.i., an
area has wetland hydrology if it is inundated or saturated to the surface
continuously for at least 5% of the growing season in most years (50%
probability of recurrence). These areas are wetlands if they also meet
hydrophytic vegetation and hydric soil requirements. (HQUSACE, 7 Oct
91 and 6 Mar 92)

Table 5

Hydrologic Zones * Nontidal Areas

Zone Name Duration 2 [Comments

Permanently inundated 100 percent Inundation >6.6 ft mean
water depth

1 Semipermanently to nearly perma- >75 - <100 percent Inundation defined as =6.6
nently inundated or saturated ft mean water depth

1l Regularly inundated or saturated >25 - 75 percent

[\ Seasonally inundated or saturated >12.5 - 25 percent

\% Irregularly inundated or saturated »5-12.5 percent Many areas having these

hydrologic characteristics
are not wetlands

Vi Intermittently or never inundated or <5 percent Areas with these hydro-
saturated logic characteristics are
not wetlands

! Zones adapted from Clark and Benforado (1981).
? Refers to duration of inundation and/or soil saturation during the growing season.
® This defines an aquatic habitat zone.

Wetland indicators

49. Indicators of wetland hydrology may include, but are not necessarily
limited to: drainage patterns, drift lines, sediment deposition, watermarks,

iment-Station,
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stream gage data and flood predictions, historic records, visual observation of
saturated soils, and visual observation of inundation. Any of these indicators
may be evidence of wetland hydrologic characteristics. Methods for determin-
ing hydrologic indicators can be categorized according to the type of indicator.
Recorded data include stream gage data, lake gage data, tidal gage data, flood
predictions, and historical records. Use of these data is commonly limited to
areas adjacent to streams or other similar areas. Recorded data usually provide
both short- and long-term information about frequency and duration of inunda-
tion, but contain little or no information about soil saturation, which must be
gained from soil surveys or other similar sources. The remaining indicators
require field observations. Field indicators are evidence of present or past
hydrologic events (e.g., location and height of flooding). Indicators for recorded
data and field observations inclutle:

a. Recorded dataStream gage data, lake gage data, tidal gage data, flood
predictions, and historical data may be available from the following
sources:

(1) CE District Offices.Most CE Districts maintain stream, lake, and
tidal gage records for major water bodies in their area. In addition,
CE planning and design documents often contain valuable hydro-
logic information. For example, a General Design Memorandum
(GDM) usually describes flooding frequencies and durations for a
project area. Furthermore, the extent of flooding within a project
area is sometimes indicated in the GDM according to elevation
(height) of certain flood frequencies (1-, 2-, 5-, 10-year, etc.).

(2) U.S. Geological Survey (USGS3tream and tidal gage data are
available from the USGS offices throughout the Nation, and the
latter are also available from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. CE Districts often have such records.

(3) State, county, and local agencieBhese agencies often have re-
sponsibility for flood control/relief and flood insurance.

(4) Soil Conservation Service Small Watershed Projetanning
documents from this agency are often helpful, and can be obtained
from the SCS district office in the county.

(5) Planning documents of developers.

b. Field data. The following field hydrologic indicators can be assessed
quickly, and although some of them are not necessarily indicative of
hydrologic events that occur only during the growing season, they do
provide evidence that inundation and/or soil saturation has occurred:

! Indicators are listed in order of decreasing reliability. Although all are valid indicators, some

are stronger indicators than others. When a decision is based on an indicator appearing in the
lower portion of the list, re-evaluate the parameter to ensure that the proper decision was reached.
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(1) Visual observation of inundatioriThe most obvious and revealing
hydrologic indicator may be simply observing the areal extent of
inundation. However, because seasonal conditions and recent
weather conditions can contribute to surface water being present on
a nonwetland site, both should be considered when applying this
indicator.

(2) Visual observation of soil saturatiorExamination of this indicator
requires digging a soil pit (Appendix D, Section 1) to a depth of 16
inches and observing the level at which water stands in the hole
after sufficient time has been allowed for water to drain into the
hole. The required time will vary depending on soil texture. In
some cases, the upper level at which water is flowing into the pit
can be observed by examining the wall of the hole. This level rep-
resents the depth to the water table. The depth to saturated soils
will always be nearer the surface due to the capillary fringe.

For soil saturation to impact vegetation, it must occur withimaa

jor portion of the root zonéusually within 12 inches of the surface)
of the prevalent vegetation. The major portion of the root zone is
that portion of the soil profile in which more than one half of the
plant roots occurCAUTION: In some heavy clay soils, water may
not rapidly accumulate in the hole even when the soil is saturated.
If water is observed at the bottom of the hole but has not filled to
the 12-inch depth, examine the sides of the hole and determine the
shallowest depth at which water is entering the hole. When apply-
ing this indicator, both the season of the year and preceding
weather conditions must be considered.

(3) Watermarks.Watermarks
are most common on woody
vegetation. They occur as
stains on bark (Figure 7) or
other fixed objects (e.g.,
bridge pillars, buildings,
fences, etc.). When several
watermarks are present, the
highest reflects the maxi-
mum extent of recent
inundation.

(4) Dirift lines. This indicator is
most likely to be found adja-
cent to streams or other

Figure 7.  Watermark on trees
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sources of water flow in
wetlands, but also often
occurs in tidal marshes.
Evidence consists of
deposition of debris in a
line on the surface (Figure
8) or debris entangled in
aboveground vegetation or
other fixed objects. Debris
usually consists of rem-
nants of vegetation (bran-
ches, stems, and leaves),
sediment, litter, and other  Figure 8.  Absence of leaf litter
waterborne materials de-
posited parallel to the direc-
tion of water flow. Drift
lines provide an indication
of the minimum portion of
the area inundated during a
flooding event; the maxi-
mum level of inundation is
generally at a higher eleva-
tion than that indicated by a
drift line.

(5) Sediment depositPlants
and other vertical objects
often have thin layers, coat-
ings, or depositions of min-
eral or organic matter on
them after inundation (Figure 9).
This evidence may remain for a
considerable period before it is
removed by precipitation or sub-
sequent inundation. Sediment
deposition on vegetation and
other objects provides an indi-
cation of the minimum inunda-
tion level. When sediments are
primarily organic (e.g., fine or-
ganic material, algae), the detri-
tus may become encrusted on or
slightly above the soil surface
after dewatering occurs (Figure
10).

Figure 9.  Sediment deposit on plants

(6) Drainage patterns within
wetlands. This indicator, which
occurs primarily in wetlands

Figure 10. Encrusted detritus

Part Il Characteristics and Indicators of Wetland Vegetation, Soils, and Hydrology 33



adjacent to streams, consists of surface evidence of drainage flow
into or through an area (Figure 11). In some wetlands, this evi-
dence may exist as a drainage pattern eroded into the soil, vegeta-
tive matter (debris) piled against thick vegetation or woody stems
oriented perpendicular to the direction of water flow, or the absence
of leaf litter (Figure 8). Scouring is often evident around roots of
persistent vegetation. Debris may be deposited in or along the
drainage pattern (Figure 12).

Figure 11. Drainage pattern Figure 12. Debris deposited in stream
channel

CAUTION: Drainage patterns also occur in upland areas after periods
of considerable precipitation; therefore, topographic position must also
be considered when applying this indicator

USER NOTES: The hydrology indicators described above are consid-
ered to be "primary indicators", any one of which is sufficient evidence
that wetland hydrology is present when combined with a hydrophytic plant
community and hydric soils. In addition, the following "secondary indica-
tors" may also be used to determine whether wetland hydrology is pres-
ent. Inthe absence of a primary indicator, any two secondary indicators
must be present to conclude that wetland hydrology is present. Second-
ary indicators are: presence of oxidized rhizospheres associated with
living plant roots in the upper 12 inches of the soil, presence of water-
stained leaves, local soil survey hydrology data for identified soils, and
the FAC-neutral test of the vegetation. (HQUSACE, 6 Mar 92)

34 Part lll Characteristics and Indicators of Wetland Vegetation, Soils, and Hydrology



Part IV: Methods

Section A. Introduction

50. Part IV contains sections on preliminary data gathering, method selec-
tion, routine determination procedures, comprehensive determination proce-
dures, methods for determinations in atypical situations, and guidance for wet-
land determinations in natural situations where the three-parameter approach
may not always apply.

51. Significant flexibility has been incorporated into Part IV. The user is
presented in Section B with various potential sources of information that may be
helpful in making a determination, but not all identified sources of information
may be applicable to a given situatiddOTE: The user is not required to
obtain information from all identified source&lexibility is also provided in
method selection (Section C). Three levels of routine determinations are avail-
able, depending on the complexity of the required determination and the quan-
tity and quality of existing information. Application of methods presented in
both Section D (routine determinations) and Section E (comprehensive determi-
nations) may be tailored to meet site-specific requirements, especially with re-
spect to sampling design.

52. Methods presented in Sections D and E vary with respect to the required
level of technical knowledge and experience of the user. Application of the
gualitative methods presented in Section D (routine determinations) requires
considerably less technical knowledge and experience than does application of
the quantitative methods presented in Section E (comprehensive determina-
tions). The user must at least be able to identify the dominant plant species in
the project area when making a routine determination (Section D), and should
have some basic knowledge of hydric soils when employing routine methods
that require soils examination. Comprehensive determinations require a basic
understanding of sampling principles and the ability to identify all commonly
occurring plant species in a project area, as well as a good understanding of
indicators of hydric soils and wetland hydrology. The comprehensive method
should only be employed by experienced field inspectors.
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Section B. Preliminary Data Gathering and
Synthesis

53. This section discusses potential sources of information that may be help-
ful in making a wetland determination. When the routine approach is used, it
may often be possible to make a wetland determination based on available vege-
tation, soils, and hydrology data for the area. However, this section deals only
with identifying potential information sources, extracting pertinent data, and
synthesizing the data for use in making a determination. Based on the quantity
and quality of available information and the approach selected for use (Section
C), the user is referred to either Section D or Section E for the actual determina-
tion. Completion of Section B is not required, but is recommended because the
available information may reduce or eliminate the need for field effort and de-
crease the time and cost of making a determination. However, there are
instances in small project areas in which the time required to obtain the informa-
tion may be prohibitive. In such cases PROCEED to paragraph 55, complete
STEPS 1 through 3, and PROCEED to Section D or E.

Data sources
54. Obtain the following information, when available and applicable:

a. USGS gquadrangle map&lSGS quadrangle maps are available at differ-
ent scales. When possible, obtain maps at a scale of 1:24,000; other-
wise, use maps at a scale of 1:62,500. Such maps are available from
USGS in Reston, VA, and Menlo Park, CA, but they may already be
available in the CE District Office. These maps provide several types of
information:

(1) Assistance in locating field sites. Towns, minor roads, bridges,
streams, and other landmark features (e.g., buildings, cemeteries,
water bodies, etc.) not commonly found on road maps are shown on
these maps.

(2) Topographic details, including contour lines (usually at 5- or 10-ft
contour intervals).

(3) General delineation of wet areas (swamps and marsNES)E:
The actual wet area may be greater than that shown on the map
because USGS generally maps these areas based on the driest sea-
son of the year.

(4) Latitude, longitude, townships, ranges, and sections. These provide
legal descriptions of the area.

(5) Directions, including both true and magnetic north.
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(6) Drainage patterns.

(7) General land uses, such as cleared (agriculture or pasture), forested,
or urban.

CAUTION: Obtain the most recent USGS maps. Older maps may show
features that no longer exist and will not show new features that have
developed since the map was constructed. Also, USGS is currently
changing the mapping scale from 1:24,000 to 1:25,000.

b. National Wetlands Inventory products.

(1) Wetland maps.The standard NWI maps are at a scale of 1:24,000
or, where USGS base maps at this scale are not available, they are
at 1:62,500 (1:63,350 in Alaska). Smaller scale maps ranging from
1:100,000 to 1:500,000 are also available for certain areas. Wet-
lands on NWI maps are classified in accordance with Cowardin
et al. (1979).CAUTION: Since not all delineated areas on NWI
maps are wetlands under Department of Army jurisdiction, NWI
maps should not be used as the sole basis for determining whether
wetland vegetation is presenlWI "User Notes" are available that
correlate the classification system with local wetland community
types. An important feature of this classification system is the wa-
ter regime moadifier, which describes the flooding or soil saturation
characteristics. Wetlands classified as having a temporarily flooded
or intermittently flooded water regime should be viewed with partic-
ular caution since this designation is indicative of plant communi-
ties that are transitional between wetland and nonwetland. These
are among the most difficult plant communities to map accurately
from aerial photography. For wetlands "wetter" than temporarily
flooded and intermittently flooded, the probability of a designated
map unit on recent NWI maps being a wetland (according to
Cowardin et al. 1979) at the time of the photography is in excess of
90 percent.CAUTION: Due to the scale of aerial photography
used and other factors, all NWI map boundaries are approximate.
The optimum use of NWI maps is to plan field review (i.e., how
wet, big, or diverse is the area?) and to assist during field review,
particularly by showing the approximate areal extent of the wetland
and its association with other communities. NWI maps are avail-
able either as a composite with, or an overlay for, USGS base maps
and may be obtained from the NWI Central Office in St. Petersburg,
FL, the Wetland Coordinator at each FWS regional office, or the
USGS.

USER NOTES: NWI products and information are available over the
World Wide Web.
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(2) Plant database.This database of approximately 5,200 plant species
that occur in wetlands provides information (e.g., ranges, habitat,
etc.) about each plant species from the technical literature. The
database served as a focal point for development of a national list of

plants that occur in wetlands{Appendix-G-Seetipn 1

Soil SurveysSoil surveys are prepared by the SCS for political units
(county, parish, etc.) in a state. Soil surveys contain several types of
information:

(1) General information (e.g., climate, settlement, natural resources,
farming, geology, general vegetation types).

(2) Soil maps for general and detailed planning purposes. These maps
are usually generated from fairly recent aerial photogratyjJ-
TION: The smallest mapping unit is 3 acres, and a given soil se-
ries as mapped may contain small inclusions of other series.

(3) Uses and management of soils. Any wetness characteristics of soils
will be mentioned here.

(4) Solil properties. Soil and water features are provided that may be
very helpful for wetland investigations. Frequency, duration, and
timing of inundation (when present) are described for each soil type.
Water table characteristics that provide valuable information about
soil saturation are also described. Soil permeability coefficients
may also be available.

(5) Soil classification. Soil series and phases are usually provided.
Published soil surveys will not always be available for the area. If
not, contact the county SCS office and determine whether the soils
have been mapped.

Stream and tidal gage datdhese documents provide records of tidal
and stream flow events. They are available from either the USGS or CE
District office.

Environmental impact assessments (EIAs), environmental impact state-
ments (EISs), general design memoranda (GDM), and other similar
publications. These documents may be available from Federal agencies
for an area that includes the project area. They may contain some indi-
cation of the location and characteristics of wetlands consistent with the
required criteria (vegetation, soils, and hydrology), and often contain
flood frequency and duration data.

Documents and maps from State, county, or local governments.
Regional maps that characterize certain areas (e.g., potholes, coastal
areas, or basins) may be helpful because they indicate the type and char-
acter of wetlands.
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g. Remote sensingRemote sensing is one of the most useful information
sources available for wetland identification and delineation. Recent
aerial photography, particularly color infrared, provides a detailed view
of an area; thus, recent land use and other features (e.g., general type and
areal extent of plant communities and degree of inundation of the area
when the photography was taken) can be determined. The multiagency
cooperative National High Altitude Aerial Photography Program (HAP)
has 1:59,000-scale color infrared photography for approximately 85 per-
cent (December 1985) of the coterminous United States from 1980 to
1985. This photography has excellent resolution and can be ordered
enlarged to 1:24,000 scale from USGS. Satellite images provide similar
information as aerial photography, although the much smaller scale
makes observation of detail more difficult without sophisticated equip-
ment and extensive training. Satellite images provide more recent cover-
age than aerial photography (usually at 18-day intervals). Individual
satellite images are more expensive than aerial photography, but are not
as expensive as having an area flown and photographed at low altitudes.
However, better resolution imagery is now available with remote sensing
equipment mounted on fixed-wing aircraft.

h. Local individuals and expertdndividuals having personal knowledge
of an area may sometimes provide a reliable and readily available source
of information about the area, particularly information on the wetness of
the area.

i. USGS land use and land cover mapéaps created by USGS using
remotely sensed data and a geographical information system provide a
systematic and comprehensive collection and analysis of land use and
land cover on a national basis. Maps at a scale of 1:250,000 are avail-
able as overlays that show land use and land cover according to nine
basic levels. One level is wetlands (as determined by the FWS), which
is further subdivided into forested and nonforested areas. Five other sets
of maps show political units, hydrologic units, census subdivisions of
counties, Federal land ownership, and State land ownership. These maps
can be obtained from any USGS mapping center.

j- Applicant's survey plans and engineering designsmany cases, the
permit applicant will already have had the area surveyed (often at 1-ft
contours or less) and will also have engineering designs for the proposed
activity.

Data synthesis

55. When employing Section B procedures, use the above sources of
information to complete the following steps:
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STEP 1 - Identify the project area on a mdpbtain a USGS quadrangle
map (1:24,000) or other appropriate map, and locate the area identified in
the permit application. PROCEED TO STEP 2.

STEP 2 - Prepare a base maplark the project area boundaries on the
map. Either use the selected map as the base map or trace the area on a
mylar overlay, including prominent landscape features (e.g., roads, build-
ings, drainage patterns, etc.). If possible, obtain diazo copies of the re-
sulting base map. PROCEED TO STEP 3.

STEP 3 - Determine size of the project ardeasure the area bound-
aries and calculate the size of the area. PROCEED TO STEP 4 OR TO
SECTION D OR E IF SECTION B IS NOT USED.

STEP 4 - Summarize available information on vegetatiExamine
available sources that contain information about the area vegetation.
Consider the following:

a. USGS quadrangle maps. Is the area shown as a marsh or
swamp?CAUTION: Do not use this as the sole basis for
determining that hydrophytic vegetation is present.

b. NWI overlays or maps. Do the overlays or maps indicate that
hydrophytic vegetation occurs in the area? If so, identify the
vegetation type(s).

c. ElAs, EISs, or GDMs that include the project area. Extract
any vegetation data that pertain to the area.

d. Federal, State, or local government documents that contain
information about the area vegetation. Extract appropriate
data.

e. Recent (within last 5 years) aerial photography of the area.
Can the area plant community type(s) be determined from the
photography? Extract appropriate data.

f. Individuals or experts having knowledge of the area vegeta-
tion. Contact them and obtain any appropriate information.
CAUTION: Ensure that the individual providing the informa-
tion has firsthand knowledge of the area.

g. Any published scientific studies of the area plant communi-
ties. Extract any appropriate data.

h.  Previous wetland determinations made for the area. Extract
any pertinent vegetation data.

When the above have been considered, PROCEED TO STEP 5.
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= STEP 5 - Determine whether the vegetation in the project area is ade-
guately characterizedExamine the summarized data (STEP 4) and
determine whether the area plant communities are adequately
characterized. For routine determinations, the plant community type(s)
and the dominant species in each vegetation layer of each community
type must be known. Dominant species are those that have the largest
relative basal area (overstoty), height (woody understory), number of
stems (woody vines), or greatest areal cover (herbaceous understory).
For comprehensive determinations, each plant community type present in
the project area must have been quantitatively described within the past 5
years using accepted sampling and analytical procedures, and boundaries
between community types must be known. Record information on
DATA FORM 17 In either case, PROCEED TO Section F if there is
evidence of recent significant vegetation alteration due to human activi-
ties or natural events. Otherwise, PROCEED TO STEP 6.

« STEP 6 - Summarize available information on area sdisamine
available information and describe the area soils. Consider the
following:

a. County soil surveys. Determine the soil series present and
extract characteristics for eacBAUTION: Soil mapping
units sometimes include more than one soil series.

b. Unpublished county soil maps. Contact the local SCS office
and determine whether soil maps are available for the area.
Determine the soil series of the area, and obtain any available
information about possible hydric soil indicators (paragraph 44
or 45) for each soil series.

c. Published ElAs, EISs, or GDMs that include soils information.
Extract any pertinent information.

d. Federal, State, and/or local government documents that con-
tain descriptions of the area soils. Summarize these data.

e. Published scientific studies that include area soils data.
Summarize these data.

f. Previous wetland determinations for the area. Extract any
pertinent soils data.

When the above have been considered, PROCEED TO STEP 7.

! This term is used because species having the largest individuals may not be dominant when

only a few are present. To use relative basal area, consider both the size and number of individu-
als of a species and subjectively compare with other species present.
2 A separate DATA FORM 1 must be used for each plant community type.
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STEP 7 - Determine whether soils of the project area have been
adequately characterized=xamine the summarized soils data and
determine whether the soils have been adequately characterized. For
routine determinations, the soil series must be known. For comprehen-
sive determinations, both the soil series and the boundary of each soil
series must be known. Record information on DATA FORM 1. In ei-
ther case, if there is evidence of recent significant soils alteration due to
human activities or natural events, PROCEED TO Section F. Otherwise,
PROCEED TO STEP 8.

STEP 8 - Summarize available hydrology daExamine available infor-
mation and describe the area hydrology. Consider the following:

a. USGS quadrangle maps. Is there a significant, well-defined
drainage through the area? Is the area within a major flood-
plain or tidal area? What range of elevations occur in the area,
especially in relation to the elevation of the nearest perennial
watercourse?

b. NWI overlays or maps. Is the area shown as a wetland or
deepwater aquatic habitat? What is the water regime
modifier?

c. ElAs, EISs, or GDMs that describe the project area. Extract
any pertinent hydrologic data.

d. Floodplain management maps. These maps may be used to
extrapolate elevations that can be expected to be inundated on
al-, 2-, 3-year, etc., basis. Compare the elevations of these
features with the elevation range of the project area to deter-
mine the frequency of inundation.

e. Federal, State, and local government documents (e.g., CE
floodplain management maps and profiles) that contain
hydrologic data. Summarize these data.

f. Recent (within past 5 years) aerial photography that shows the
area to be inundated. Record the date of the photographic
mission.

g. Newspaper accounts of flooding events that indicate periodic
inundation of the area.

h. SCS County Soil Surveys that indicate the frequency and dura-
tion of inundation and soil saturation for area soils.
CAUTION: Data provided only represent average conditions
for a particular soil series in its natural undrained state, and
cannot be used as a positive hydrologic indicator in areas that
have significantly altered hydrology.
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Part IV Methods

Tidal or stream gage data for a nearby water body that
apparently influences the area. Obtain the gage data and com-
plete (1) below if the routine approach is used, or (2) below if
the comprehensive approach is used (OMIT IF GAGING
STATION DATA ARE UNAVAILABLE):

1)

(2)

Routine approachDetermine the highest water level
elevation reached during the growing season for each of
the most recent 10 years of gage data. Rank these ele-
vations in descending order and select the fifth highest
elevation. Combine this elevation with the mean sea
level elevation of the gaging station to produce a mean
sea level elevation for the highest water level reached
every other yearNOTE: Stream gage data are often
presented as flow rates in cubic feet per second. In
these cases, ask the CE District's Hydrology Branch to
convert flow rates to corresponding mean sea level
elevations and adjust gage data to the siBmmpare

the resulting elevations reached biennially with the pro-
ject area elevations. If the water level elevation exceeds
the area elevation, the area is inundated during the grow-
ing season on average at least biennially.

Comprehensive approaciComplete the following:

(@) Decide whether hydrologic data reflect the appar-
ent hydrology.Data available from the gaging
station may or may not accurately reflect the area
hydrology. Answer the following questions:

« Does the water level of the area appear to
fluctuate in a manner that differs from that of
the water body on which the gaging station is
located? (In ponded situations, the water level
of the area is usually higher than the water
level at the gaging station.)

« Are less than 10 years of daily readings avail-
able for the gaging station?

« Do other water sources that would not be re-
flected by readings at the gaging station ap-
pear to significantly affect the area? For ex-
ample, do major tributaries enter the stream or
tidal area between the area and gaging station?

If the answer to any of the above questions is YES,
the area hydrology cannot be determined from the
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gaging station data. If the answer to all of the
above questions is NO, PROCEED TO (b).

(b) Analyze hydrologic dataSubject the hydrologic
data to appropriate analytical procedures. Either
use duration curves or a computer program devel-
oped by WES (available from the Environmental
Laboratory upon request) for determining the mean
sea level elevation representing the upper limits of
wetland hydrology. In the latter case, when the
site elevation is lower than the mean sea level
elevation representing a 5-percent duration of inun-
dation and saturation during the growing season,
the area has a hydrologic regime that may occur in
wetlands.NOTE: Duration curves do not reflect
the period of soil saturation following dewatering.

When all of the above have been considered, PROCEED TO STEP 9.

« STEP 9 - Determine whether hydrology is adequately characterized.
Examine the summarized data and determine whether the hydrology of
the project area is adequately characterized. For routine determinations,
there must be documented evidence of frequent inundation or soil satura-
tion during the growing season. For comprehensive determinations,
there must be documented quantitative evidence of frequent inundation
or soil saturation during the growing season, based on at least 10 years
of stream or tidal gage data. Record information on DATA FORM 1. In
either case, if there is evidence of recent significant hydrologic alteration
due to human activities or natural events, PROCEED TO Section F.
Otherwise, PROCEED TO Section C.

Section C. Selection of Method

56. All wetland delineation methods described in this manual can be
grouped into two general types: routine and comprehensive. Routine determi-
nations (Section D) involve simple, rapidly applied methods that result in suffi-
cient qualitative data for making a determination. Comprehensive methods
(Section E) usually require significant time and effort to obtain the needed
guantitative data. The primary factor influencing method selection will usually
be the complexity of the required determination. However, comprehensive
methods may sometimes be selected for use in relatively simple determinations
when rigorous documentation is required.

57. Three levels of routine wetland determinations are described below.
Complexity of the project area and the quality and quantity of available informa-
tion will influence the level selected for use.
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a. Level 1 - Onsite Inspection Unnecessamis level may be employed
when the information already obtained (Section B) is sufficient for mak-
ing a determination for the entire project area (see Section D, Subsection
1).

b. Level 2 - Onsite Inspection Necessafis level must be employed
when there is insufficient information already available to characterize
the vegetation, soils, and hydrology of the entire project area (see Sec-
tion D, Subsection 2).

c. Level 3 - Combination of Levels 1 andThis level should be used
when there is sufficient information already available to characterize the
vegetation, soils, and hydrology of a portion, but not all, of the project
area. Methods described for Level 1 may be applied to portions of the
area for which adequate information already exists, and onsite methods
(Level 2) must be applied to the remainder of the area (see Section D,
Subsection 3).

58. After considering all available information, select a tentative method
(see above) for use, and PROCEED TO EITHER Section D or E, as appropriate.
NOTE: Sometimes it may be necessary to change to another method described
in the manual, depending on the quality of available information and/or recent
changes in the project area.

Section D. Routine Determinations

59. This section describes general procedures for making routine wetland
determinations. It is assumed that the user has already completed all applicable
steps in Section B, and a routine method has been tentatively selected for use
(Section C). Subsections 1 through 3 describe steps to be followed when mak-
ing a routine determination using one of the three levels described in Section C.
Each subsection contains a flowchart that defines the relationship of steps to be
used for that level of routine determinatiod$OTE: The selected method must
be considered tentative because the user may be required to change methods
during the determination.

Subsect ion 1 - Onsite Inspection Unn ecessary

60. This subsection describes procedures for making wetland determinations
when sufficient information is already available (Section B) on which to base

L |fit has been determined that it is more expedient to conduct an onsite inspection than to

search for available information, complete STEPS 1 through 3 of Section B, and PROCEED TO
Subsection 2.
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the determination. A flowchart of required steps to be completed is presented in
Figure 13, and each step is described below.

Equipment and materials

61. No special equipment is needed for applying this method. The follow-
ing materials will be needed:

a. Map of project area (Section B, STEP 2).
b. Copies of DATA FORM 1 (Appendix B).

c. Appendices C and D to this manual.

Procedure
62. Complete the following steps, as necessary:

« STEP 1 - Determine whether available data are sufficient for entire proj-
ect area. Examine the summarized data (Section B, STEPS 5, 7, and 9)
and determine whether the vegetation, soils, and hydrology of the entire
project area are adequately characterized. If so, PROCEED TO STEP 2.
If all three parameters are adequately characterized for a portion, but not
all, of the project area, PROCEED TO Subsection 3. If the vegetation,
soils, and hydrology are not adequately characterized for any portion of
the area, PROCEED TO Subsection 2.

« STEP 2 - Determine whether hydrophytic vegetation is pregem-
ine the vegetation data and list on DATA FORM 1 the dominant plant
species found in each vegetation layer of each community NQGE:
A separate DATA FORM 1 will be required for each community type.
Record the indicator status for each dominant species{Appendix-C, Sec-
tien1-or2) When more than 50 percent of the dominant species in a
plant community have an indicator status of OBL, FACW, and/or FAC,
hydrophytic vegetation is present. If one or more plant communities
comprise hydrophytic vegetation, PROCEED TO STEP 3. If none of the
plant communities comprise hydrophytic vegetation, none of the area is a
wetland. Complete the vegetation section for each DATA FORM 1.

! For the FAC-neutral option, see paragrapa 35
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ONE OR MORE PARAMETERS
»| MUST BE CHARACTERIZED - S‘:J“BC’SEEE_[I’OLOZ
OVER ENTIRE PROJECT AREA
STEP 1 - DETERMINE WHETHER
AVAILABLE DATA ARE SUFFICIENT
FOR ENTIRE PROJECT AREA
ALL PARAMETERS ADEQUATELY
o~ CHARACTERIZED IN PART, »{ PROCEED TO
BUT NOT ALL OF AREA SUBSECTION 3

STEP 2 - DETERMINE

WHETHER HYDROPHYTIC @ AREA NOT
VEGETATION IS PRESENT A WETLAND

¢

STEP 3 - DETERMINE

WHEYHER WETLAND @ AREA NOT
HYDROLOGY 1S PRESENT A WETLAND

;

STEP 4 - DETERMINE WHETHER

SOILS PARAMETER MUST BE —.@
CONSIDERED

i

STEP5 - DETERMINE WHETHER
HYDRIC SOILS ARE PRESENT

—

 §

: AREA NOT
[ STEP 6 - WETLAND DETERMINATION @

STEP 7 - DETERMINE WETLAND
BOUNDARY {IF NECESSARY)}

Figure 13. Flowchart of steps involved in making a wetland determination when an onsite inspection is

unnecessary

Part IV Methods 47




. STEP 3 - Determine whether wetland hydrology is preséfiten one
of the following conditions applies (STEP 2), it is only necessary to confirm
that there has been no recent hydrologic alteration of the area:

a. The entire project area is occupied by a plant community or
communities in which all dominant species are OBL{Appen-
dix-C;-Seetion-1-or2)

b. The project area contains two or more plant communities,
all of which are dominated by OBL and/or FACW species,
and the wetland-nonwetland boundary is abr(eg., a
Spartina alternifloramarsh bordered by a road embankment).

If eithera or b applies, look for recorded evidence of recently con-
structed dikes, levees, impoundments, and drainage systems, or recent
avalanches, mudslides, beaver dams, etc., that have significantly altered
the area hydrology. If any significant hydrologic alteration is found,
determine whether the area is still periodically inundated or has saturated
soils for sufficient duration to support the documented vegetadionk{
above). Whem or b applies and there is no evidence of recent hydro-
logic alteration, or whern or b do not apply and there is documented
evidence that the area is periodically inundated or has saturated soils,
wetland hydrology is present. Otherwise, wetland hydrology does not
occur on the area. Complete the hydrology section of DATA FORM 1
and PROCEED TO STEP 4.

« STEP 4 - Determine whether the soils parameter must be considered.
When eithem orb of STEP 3 applieandthere is either no evidence of
recent hydrologic alteration of the project area or if wetland hydrology
presently occurs on the area, hydric soils can be assumed to be present.
If so, PROCEED TO STEP 6. Otherwise PROCEED TO STEP 5.

+« STEP 5 - Determine whether hydric soils are presé&xamine the soils
data (Section B, STEP 7) and record the soil series or soil phase on
DATA FORM 1 for each community type. Determine whether the soil
is listed as a hydric soi{Appendix-D;-Section H)all community types
have hydric soils, the entire project area has hydric S@AUTION: If
the soil series description makes reference to inclusions of other soil
types, data must be field verifiedny portion of the area that lacks
hydric soils is a nonwetland. Complete the soils section of each DATA
FORM 1 and PROCEED TO STEP 6.

! There must be documented evidence of periodic inundation or saturated soils when the project

area: (a) has plant communities dominated by one or more FAC species; (b) has vegetation dom-
inated by FACW species but no adjacent community dominated by OBL species; (c) has a grad-
ual, nondistinct boundary between wetlands and nonwetlands; and/or (d) is known to have or is
suspected of having significantly altered hydrology.
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+ STEP 6 - Wetland determinatioftxamine the DATA FORM 1 for each
community type. Any portion of the project area is a wetland that has:

a. Hydrophytic vegetation that conforms to one of the conditions
identified in STEP & or 3 and has either no evidence of al-
tered hydrology or confirmed wetland hydrology.

b. Hydrophytic vegetation that does not conform to STEPRr3
3b, has hydric soils, and has confirmed wetland hydrology.

If STEP @ or & applies to the entire project area, the entire area is a
wetland. Complete a DATA FORM 1 for all plant community types.
Portions of the area not qualifying as a wetland based on an office
determination might or might not be wetlands. If the data used for the
determination are considered to be highly reliable, portions of the area
not qualifying as wetlands may properly be considered nonwetlands.
PROCEED TO STEP 7. If the available data are incomplete or question-
able, an onsite inspection (Subsection 2) will be required.

« STEP 7 - Determine wetland boundaiMark on the base map all com-
munity types determined to be wetlands with a W and those determined
to be nonwetlands with an N. Combine all wetland community types

into a single mapping unit. The boundary of these community types is
the interface between wetlands and nonwetlands.

Subsect ion 2 - Onsite Inspection Necessary

63. This subsection describes procedures for routine determinations in which
the available information (Section B) is insufficient for one or more parameters.
If only one or two parameters must be characterized, apply the appropriate steps
and return to Subsection 1 and complete the determination. A flowchart of steps
required for using this method is presented in Figure 14, and each step is
described below.

Equipment and materials
64. The following equipment and materials will be needed:

a. Base map (Section B, STEP 2).

b. Copies of DATA FORM 1 (one for each community type and additional
copies for boundary determinations).

c. Appendices C and D.

d. Compass.
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STEP 1 - LOCATE THE
PROJECT AREA

STYEP 2 - DETERMINE WHETHER
AN ATYPICAL SITUATION EXISTS

PROCEFD TO
SECTION F

STEP 3 - DETERMINE THE FIELD
CHARACTERIZATION APPROACH TO BE USED

¥
AREA EQUAL TO DR
LESS THAN FIVE ACRES {N SIZE
)

STEP 4 - IDENTIFY THE
PLANT COMMUNITY TYPEIS)

)

STEP5 - DETERMINE WHETHER
NORMAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
ARE PRESENT

FROCEED

* . ™ rosectiong

L

STEF G- SELECT REPAESCNTATIVE
OBSERVATION POINTS

1

STEP 7 - CHARACTERIZE EACH
PLANT COMMUNITY TYPE

STEP § - RECORD INDICATOR
STATUS OF DOMINANT SPECIES

L

STEP @ - DETERMINE
WHETHER AYDROPHY TIC
VEGETATION IS PRESENT

T STEP 10

AREA NDT A
WETLAND

AREA GREATER THAN FIVE
ACRES [N SIZE

¥

| STEF 18 - ESTABLISH A BASE I._INE_!

STEP 19 - DETERMINE THE REQMHRED
NUMBER AND POSITIONS OF TRANSECTS

TG STEP 20

Figure 14.
necessary (Continued)

50

Flowchart of steps involved in making a routine wetland determination when an onsite visit is
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STEP 10 APPLY WETLAND

HYDRQLOGY INDICATORS STEP 20, SAMPLE OBSERVATION

POINTS ALONG THE FIRST TRANSECT BY:
4. DETERMIMING WHETHER NORMAL
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIOMNS

STEP 11 DETERMINE WHETHER ARES NOT ARE PRESENT
WETLAND HYDROLOGY |5 PRESENT A WETLAND L. ESTABLISHING OBSERVATION POINT

PN FIRST PLANT COMMUNITY TYPE
ENCOUNTERED

c. CHARACTERIZING PARAMETERS
VEGETATION
SCOILS IWHEN NECESSARY|
HYDROLOGY

d. MAKING WETLAND
STEP 12 - DETERMINE WHETHER DETERMINATION FOR FIRST
SOILS MUST BE CHARACTERIZED _"® COMMUNITY TYPE
e. SAMPLING OTHER OBSERVATION
PMINTS ALDONG FIRST TRANSECT

f. DETERMINING WETLAND -
NOMWETLAND BOUNDARY

¥

STEP 21 . SAMPLE OTHER
1 TRANSECTS

[STEP 13-D1G A SOIL PIT—]

S5TEF 14 - APPLY HYDRIL
5011 INDICATORS i
| STEP22 - SYNTHESIZE nnm]

STEP 15 - DETERMI|ME WHEF THER
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STEF 16 - MAKE WETLAND AREA NOT
DETERMINATION A WETLAND

STEP 17 - DETERMINE WETLAND
BOUNDARY ||F NECESSARY)

Figure 14. (Concluded)
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e. Soil auger or spade (soils only).
f.  Tape (300 ft).

g. Munsell Color Charts (Munsell Color 1975) (soils only).

Procedure
65. Complete the following steps, as necessary:

+ STEP 1 - Locate the project are®etermine the spatial boundaries of
the project area using information from a USGS quadrangle map or other
appropriate map, aerial photography, and/or the project survey plan
(when available). PROCEED TO STEP 2.

« STEP 2 - Determine whether an atypical situation exiEtsamine the
area and determine whether there is evidence of sufficient natural or
human-induced alteration to significantly alter the area vegetation, soils,
and/or hydrology.NOTE: Include possible offsite modifications that
may affect the area hydrologyt not, PROCEED TO STEP 3.

If one or more parameters have been significantly altered by an activity
that would normally require a permit, PROCEED TO Section F and
determine whether there is sufficient evidence that hydrophytic vegeta-
tion, hydric soils, and/or wetland hydrology were present prior to this
alteration. Then, return to this subsection and characterize parameters
not significantly influenced by human activities. PROCEED TO STEP
3.

« STEP 3 - Determine the field characterization approach to be used.
Considering the size and complexity of the area, determine the field
characterization approach to be used. When the area is equal to or less
than 5 acres in size (Section B, STEP 3) and the area is thought to be
relatively homogeneous with respect to vegetation, soils, and/or hydro-
logic regime, PROCEED TO STEP 4. When the area is greater than
5 acres in size (Section B, STEP 3) or appears to be highly diverse with
respect to vegetation, PROCEED TO STEP 18.

Areas Equal To or Less Than 5 Acres in Size

+ STEP 4 - Identify the plant community type(Ejaverse the area and
determine the number and locations of plant community types. Sketch
the location of each on the base map (Section B, STEP 2), and give each
community type a name. PROCEED TO STEP 5.
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+ STEP 5 - Determine whether normal environmental conditions are pres-
ent. Determine whether normal environmental conditions are present by
considering the following:

a. Isthe area presently lacking hydrophytic vegetation or
hydrologic indicators due to annual or seasonal fluctuations in
precipitation or ground-water levels?

b.  Are hydrophytic vegetation indicators lacking due to seasonal
fluctuations in temperature?

If the answer to either of these questions is thought to be YES,
PROCEED TO Section G. If the answer to both questions is NO, PRO-
CEED TO STEP 6.

« STEP 6 - Select representative observation poiSelect a representa-
tive observation point in each community type. A representative
observation point is one in which the apparent characteristics (determine
visually) best represent characteristics of the entire community. Mark on
the base map the approximate location of the observation point. PRO-
CEED TO STEP 7.

« STEP 7 - Characterize each plant community tyyisually determine
the dominant plant species in each vegetation layer of each community
type and record them on DATA FORM 1 (use a separate DATA FORM
1 for each community type). Dominant species are those having the
greatest relative basal area (woody overstory), greatest height (woody
understory), greatest percentage of areal cover (herbaceous understory),
and/or greatest number of stems (woody vines). PROCEED TO STEP 8.

« STEP 8 - Record indicator status of dominant spediecord on DATA

FORM 1 the indicator status{Appendix-C,-Section-1-afBach domi-
nant species in each community type. PROCEED TO STEP 9.

« STEP 9 - Determine whether hydrophytic vegetation is prege@m-
ine each DATA FORM 1. When more than 50 percent of the dominant
species in a community type have an indicator status (STEP 8) of OBL,
FACW, and/or FAC, hydrophytic vegetation is present. Complete the
vegetation section of each DATA FORM 1. Portions of the area failing
this test are not wetlands. PROCEED TO STEP 10.

« STEP 10 - Apply wetland hydrologic indicatofSxamine the portion of
the area occupied by each plant community type for positive indicators

! This term is used because species having the largest individuals may not be dominant when

only a few are present. To determine relative basal area, consider both the size and number of
individuals of a species and subjectively compare with other species present.
% For the FAC-neutral option, see paragrapa 35
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of wetland hydrology (Part Ill, paragraph 49). Record findings on the
appropriate DATA FORM 1. PROCEED TO STEP 11.

= STEP 11 - Determine whether wetland hydrology is predérémine
the hydrologic information on DATA FORM 1 for each plant community
type. Any portion of the area having a positive wetland hydrology indi-
cator has wetland hydrology. If positive wetland hydrology indicators
are present in all community types, the entire area has wetland hydrol-
ogy. If no plant community type has a wetland hydrology indicator,
none of the area has wetland hydrology. Complete the hydrology portion
of each DATA FORM 1. PROCEED TO STEP 12.

= STEP 12 - Determine whether soils must be characterizgdmine the
vegetation section of each DATA FORM 1. Hydric soils are assumed to
be present in any plant community type in which:

a. All dominant species have an indicator status of OBL.

b. All dominant species have an indicator status of OBL or
FACW, and the wetland boundary (when present) is abrupt.

When eithem or b occurs and wetland hydrology is present, check the
hydric soils blank as positive on DATA FORM 1 and PROCEED TO
STEP 16. If neithea norb applies, PROCEED TO STEP 13.

« STEP 13 - Dig a soil pitUsing a soil auger or spade, dig a soil pit at the
representative location in each community type. The procedure for dig-
ging a soil pit is described in Appendix D, Section 1. When completed,
approximately 16 inches of the soil profile will be available for examina-
tion. PROCEED TO STEP 14.

« STEP 14 - Apply hydric soil indicator&Examine the soil at each loca-
tion and compare its characteristics immediately below the A-horizon or
10 inches (whichever is shallower) with the hydric soil indicators de-
scribed in Part Ill, paragraph 44 and/or 45. Record findings on the ap-
propriate DATA FORM 1's. PROCEED TO STEP 15.

« STEP 15 - Determine whether hydric soils are pres&xamine each
DATA FORM 1 and determine whether a positive hydric soil indicator
was found. If so, the area at that location has hydric soil. If soils at all
sampling locations have positive hydric soil indicators, the entire area
has hydric soils. If soils at all sampling locations lack positive hydric
soil indicators, none of the area is a wetland. Complete the soil section
of each DATA FORM 1. PROCEED TO STEP 16.

! The soils parameter must be considered in any plant community in which: (a) the community

is dominated by one or more FAC species; (b) no community type dominated by OBL species is
present; (c) the boundary between wetlands and nonwetlands is gradual or nondistinct; (d) the area
is known to or is suspected of having significantly altered hydrology.
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STEP 16 - Make wetland determinatidBxamine DATA FORM 1. If

the entire area presently or normally has wetland indicators of all three
parameters (STEPS 9, 11, and 15), the entire area is a wetland. If the
entire area presently or normally lacks wetland indicators of one or more
parameters, the entire area is a nonwetland. If only a portion of the area
presently or normally has wetland indicators for all three parameters,
PROCEED TO STEP 17.

STEP 17 - Determine wetland-nonwetland bounddmark each plant
community type on the base map with a W if wetland or an N if non-
wetland. Combine all wetland plant communities into one mapping unit
and all nonwetland plant communities into another mapping unit. The
wetland-nonwetland boundary will be represented by the interface of
these two mapping units.

Areas Greater Than 5 Acres in Size

Baseline Length, Miles Number of Required Transects

STEP 18 - Establish a baselin8elect one project boundary as a base-
line. The baseline should parallel the major watercourse through the area
or should be perpendicular to the hydrologic gradient (Figure 15). Deter-
mine the approximate baseline length. PROCEED TO STEP 19.

STEP 19 - Determine the required number and position of transects.
Use the following to determine the required number and position of tran-
sects (specific site conditions may necessitate changes in intervals):

Part IV Methods

=0.25 3

>0.25 - 0.50 3

>0.50 - 0.75 3

>0.75 - 1.00 3

>1.00 - 2.00 3-5

>2.00 - 4.00 5-8

>4.00 8 or more*

" Transect intervals should not exceed 0.5 mile.
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General orientation of baseline and transects (dotted lines) in a hypothetical project area.
Alpha characters represent different plant communities. All transects start at the midpoint of a
baseline segment except the first, which was repositioned to include community type A

Divide the baseline length by the number of required transects. Establish
one transect in each resulting baseline increment. Use the midpoint of
each baseline increment as a transect starting point. For example, if the
baseline is 1,200 ft in length, three transects would be established

at 200 ft, one at 600 ft, and one at 1,000 ft from the baseline starting
point. CAUTION: All plant community types must be included. This
may necessitate relocation of one or more transect lines. PROCEED TO
STEP 20.

+ STEP 20 - Sample observation points along the first trang&eginning
at the starting point of the first transect, extend the transect at a 90-deg
angle to the baseline. Use the following procedure as appropriate to
simultaneously characterize the parameters at each observation point.
Combine field-collected data with information already available and
make a wetland determination at each observation point. A DATA
FORM 1 must be completed for each observation point.
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a. Determine whether normal environmental conditions are
present. Determine whether normal environmental conditions
are present by considering the following:

(1) Isthe area presently lacking hydrophytic vegetation
and/or hydrologic indicators due to annual or seasonal
fluctuations in precipitation or ground-water levels?

(2) Are hydrophytic vegetation indicators lacking due to
seasonal fluctuations in temperature?

If the answer to either of these questions is thought to be YES,
PROCEED TO Section G. If the answer to both questions is
NO, PROCEED TO STEP B0

b.  Establish an observation point in the first plant community
type encounteredSelect a representative location along the
transect in the first plant community type encountered. When
the first plant community type is large and covers a significant
distance along the transect, select an area that is no closer than
300 ft to a perceptible change in plant community type. PRO-
CEED TO STEP 26

c.  Characterize parametersCharacterize the parameters at the
observation point by completing (1), (2), and (3) below:

(1) Vegetation.Record on DATA FORM 1 the dominant
plant species in each vegetation layer occurring in the
immediate vicinity of the observation point. Use a 5-ft
radius for herbs and saplings/shrubs, and a 30-ft radius
for trees and woody vines (when present). Subjectively
determine the dominant species by estimating those
having the largest relative basal area (woody overstory),
greatest height (woody understory), greatest percentage
of areal cover (herbaceous understory), and/or greatest
number of stems (woody vines)lOTE: Plot size may
be estimated, and plot size may also be varied when site
conditions warrant.Record on DATA FORM 1 any
dominant species observed to have morphological adap-
tations (Appendix C, Section 3) for occurrence in
wetlands, and determine and record dominant species
that have known physiological adaptations for occur-
rence in wetlands (Appendix C, Section 3). Record on
DATA FORM 1 the indicator status{AppendixC.-Sec-
tien1-or2) of each dominant species. Hydrophytic

! This term is used because species having the largest individuals may not be dominant when
only a few are present. To use relative basal area, consider both the size and number of individu-
als of a species and subjectively compare with other species present.
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vegetation is present at the observation point when more
than 50 percent of the dominant species have an indica-
tor status of OBL, FACW, and/or FAE; when two or
more dominant species have observed morphological or
known physiological adaptations for occurrence in wet-
lands; or when other indicators of hydrophytic vegeta-
tion (Part 1ll, paragraph 35) are present. Complete the
vegetation section of DATA FORM 1. PROCEED TO

).

(2) Sails. In some cases, it is not necessary to characterize
the soils. Examine the vegetation of DATA FORM 1.
Hydric soils can be assumed to be present when:

(@) All dominant plant species have an indicator status
of OBL.

(b) All dominant plant species have an indicator status
of OBL and/or FACW (at least one dominant spe-
cies must be OBL).

When either (a) or (b) applies, check the hydric soils
blank as positive and PROCEED TO (3). If neither (a)
nor (b) applies but the vegetation qualifies as hydro-
phytic, dig a soil pit at the observation point using the
procedure described in Appendix D, Section 1. Examine
the soil immediately below the A-horizon or 10-inches
(whichever is shallower) and compare its characteristics
(Appendix D, Section 1) with the hydric soil indicators
described in Part lll, paragraph 44 and/or 45. Record
findings on DATA FORM 1. If a positive hydric soil
indicator is present, the soil at the observation point is a
hydric soil. If no positive hydric soil indicator is found,
the area at the observation point does not have hydric
soils and the area at the observation point is not a wet-
land. Complete the soils section of DATA FORM 1 for
the observation point. PROCEED TO (3) if hydrophytic
vegetation (1) and hydric soils (2) are present. Other-
wise, PROCEED TO STEP &0

(3) Hydrology. Examine the observation point for indica-
tors of wetland hydrology (Part Ill, paragraph 49) and
record observations on DATA FORM 1. Consider the
indicators in the same sequence as presented in Part lll,
paragraph 49. If a positive wetland hydrology indicator

1
2

For the FAC-neutral option, see paragrapa 35
Soils must be characterized when any dominant species has an indicator status of FAC.

Part IV Methods



Part IV Methods

is present, the area at the observation point has wetland
hydrology. If no positive wetland hydrologic indicator

is present, the area at the observation point is not a wet-
land. Complete the hydrology section of DATA FORM
1 for the observation point. PROCEED TO STEH.20

Wetland determinationExamine DATA FORM 1 for the
observation point. Determine whether wetland indicators of
all three parameters are or would normally be present during a
significant portion of the growing season. If so, the area at the
observation point is a wetland. If no evidence can be found
that the area at the observation point normally has wetland
indicators for all three parameters, the area is a nonwetland.
PROCEED TO STEP 20

Sample other observation points along the first trans€on-

tinue along the first transect until a different community type

is encountered. Establish a representative observation point
within this community type and repeat STER 20d 2@. If

the areas at both observation points are either wetlands or non-
wetlands, continue along the transect and repeat STEEn20

20d for the next community type encountered. Repeat for all
other community types along the first transect. If the area at
one observation point is wetlands and the next observation
point is nonwetlands (or vice versa), PROCEED TO STHP 20

Determine wetland-nonwetland boundam®roceed along the
transect from the wetland observation point toward the non-
wetland observation point. Look for subtle changes in the
plant community (e.g., the first appearance of upland species,
disappearance of apparent hydrology indicators, or slight
changes in topography). When such features are noted, estab-
lish an observation point and repeat the procedures described
in STEP 2@ through 2@. NOTE: A new DATA FORM 1

must be completed for this observation point, and all three
parameters must be characterized by field observatibtne

area at this observation point is a wetland, proceed along the
transect toward the nonwetland observation point until upland
indicators are more apparent. Repeat the procedures described
in STEP 2@ through 2@. If the area at this observation point
is a nonwetland, move halfway back along the transect toward
the last documented wetland observation point and repeat the
procedure described in STEPcZirough 2@. Continue this
procedure until the wetland-nonwetland boundary is found. It
is not necessary to complete a DATA FORM 1 for all interme-
diate points, but a DATA FORM 1 should be completed for
the wetland-nonwetland boundary. Mark the position of the
wetland boundary on the base map, and continue along the
first transect until all community types have been sampled and
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all wetland boundaries locate@AUTION: In areas where
wetlands are interspersed among nonwetlands (or vice versa),
several boundary determinations will be requiraithen all
necessary wetland determinations have been completed for the
first transect, PROCEED TO STEP 21.

« STEP 21 - Sample other transecBepeat procedures described in STEP
21 for all other transects. When completed, a wetland determination will
have been made for one observation point in each community type along
each transect, and all wetland-nonwetland boundaries along each transect
will have been determined. PROCEED TO STEP 22.

« STEP 22 - Synthesize datBxamine all completed copies of DATA
FORM 1, and mark each plant community type on the base map. Iden-
tify each plant community type as either a wetland (W) or nonwetland
(N). If all plant community types are identified as wetlands, the entire
area is wetlands. If all plant community types are identified as nonwet-
lands, the entire area is nonwetlands. If both wetlands and nonwetlands
are present, identify observation points that represent wetland boundaries
on the base map. Connect these points on the map by generally follow-
ing contour lines to separate wetlands from nonwetlands. Walk the con-
tour line between transects to confirm the wetland boundary. Should
anomalies be encountered, it will be necessary to establish short tran-
sects in these areas, apply the procedures described in STEBER®R0
make any necessary adjustments on the base map.

Subsect ion 3 - Combination of L evels | and 2

66. In some cases, especially for large projects, adequate information may
already be available (Section B) to enable a wetland determination for a portion
of the project area, while an onsite visit will be required for the remainder of the
area. Since procedures for each situation have already been described in Sub-
sections 1 and 2, they will not be repeated. Apply the following steps:

« STEP 1 - Make wetland determination for portions of the project area
that are already adequately characterizetlpply procedures described
in Subsection 1. When completed, a DATA FORM 1 will have been
completed for each community type, and a map will have been prepared
identifying each community type as wetland or nonwetland and showing
any wetland boundary occurring in this portion of the project area. PRO-
CEED TO STEP 2.

« STEP 2 - Make wetland determination for portions of the project area
that require an onsite visitApply procedures described in Subsection 2.
When completed, a DATA FORM 1 will have been completed for each
plant community type or for a number of observation points (including

60 Part IV Methods



wetland boundary determinations). A map of the wetland (if present)
will also be available. PROCEED TO STEP 3.

« STEP 3 - Synthesize datblsing the maps resulting from STEPS 1 and

2, prepare a summary map that shows the wetlands of the entire project
area. CAUTION: Wetland boundaries for the two maps will not always
match exactly. When this occurs, an additional site visit will be required
to refine the wetland boundaries. Since the degree of resolution of wet-
land boundaries will be greater when determined onsite, it may be nec-
essary to employ procedures described in Subsection 2 in the vicinity of
the boundaries determined from Subsection 1 to refine these boundaries.

Section E. Comprehensive Determinations

67. This section describes procedures for making comprehensive wetland
determinations. Unlike procedures for making routine determinations (Section
D), application of procedures described in this section will result in maximum
information for use in making determinations, and the information usually will
be quantitatively expressed. Comprehensive determinations should only be
used when the project area is very complex and/or when the determination re-
quires rigorous documentation. This type of determination may be required in
areas of any size, but will be especially useful in large areas. There may be
instances in which only one parameter (vegetation, soil, or hydrology) is dis-
puted. In such cases, only procedures described in this section that pertain to
the disputed parameter need be completed. It is assumed that the user has al-
ready completed all applicable steps in SectiotNBTE: Depending on site
characteristics, it may be necessary to alter the sampling design and/or data
collection procedures.

68. This section is divided into five basic types of activities. The first con-
sists of preliminary field activities that must be completed prior to making a
determination (STEPS 1 through 5). The second outlines procedures for
determining the number and locations of required determinations (STEPS 6
through 8). The third describes the basic procedure for making a comprehensive
wetland determination at any given point (STEPS 9 through 17). The fourth
describes a procedure for determining wetland boundaries (STEP 18). The fifth
describes a procedure for synthesizing the collected data to determine the extent
of wetlands in the area (STEPS 20 and 21). A flowchart showing the relation-
ship of various steps required for making a comprehensive determination is
presented in Figure 16.

Equipment and materials

69. Equipment and materials needed for making a comprehensive determina-
tion include:

Part IV Methods

61



62

Base map (Section B, STEP 2).

Copies of DATA FORMS 1 and 2.
Appendices C and D.

Compass.

Tape (300 ft).

Soil auger or spade.

Munsell Color Charts (Munsell Color 1975).
Quadrat (3.28 ft by 3.28 ft).

Diameter or basal area tape (for woody overstory).

Field procedures

70. Complete the following steps:

STEP 1 - Identify the project aredlsing information from the USGS
quadrangle or other appropriate map (Section B), locate and measure the
spatial boundaries of the project area. Determine the compass heading
of each boundary and record on the base map (Section B, STEP 2). The
applicant's survey plan may be helpful in locating the project boundaries.
PROCEED TO STEP 2.

STEP 2 - Determine whether an atypical situation exiEsamine the

area and determine whether there is sufficient natural or human-induced
alteration to significantly change the area vegetation, soils, and/or hy-
drology. If not, PROCEED TO STEP 3. If one or more parameters have
been recently altered significantly, PROCEED TO Section F and deter-
mine whether there is sufficient evidence that hydrophytic vegetation,
hydric soils, and/or wetland hydrology were present on the area prior to
alteration. Then return to this section and characterize parameters not
significantly influenced by human activities. PROCEED TO STEP 3.
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STEP 1- IDENTIFY THE

PROJECT AREA
STEP 2 - DETERMINE WHETHER @ APPLY PROCECURES
AN ATYPICAL SITUATION EXISTS AN IN SECTION F

STEP 3 - DETERMINE HOMOGEMNEITY
GF VEGETATION

!

STEP 4 - DETERMINE THE TYPE AND
MNUMBER OF LAYERS IMN EACH
PLANT COMMUNMITY

!

i STEPS - DETERMINE WHETHER
NORMAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS _—.. o] APPLY PROCEDURES IN
ARE PRESENT SECTION G

YES

i STEV & - ESTABLISH BASELINE l

I STEF 7 - ESTABL!SH TRANSECT LDCATIONS]

4
STEP B - DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF

REQUIRED OBSERVATION POINTS ALONG
TRANSECTS

1

STEPS 9 AND 10 - CHARACTERIZE AND
SYNTHESIZE VEGETATION DATA FOR
FiRST OBSERVATION POINT

t

STEP 11 - CHARALTERIZE SCIL FCR
FIRST OBSERAVATION POINT

Y

STEP 12 - CHAHACTERIZE HYDROLOGY
FOR FIRST OBSERVATICN POINT

 J
STEP 13 - DETERMINE @ AREA AT FIRST

WHETHER HYOROPHYTIC | OBSERVATION POINT
VEGETATION IS PRESENT 15 NCT A WETLAND

l

TO STEP 14

Figure 16. Flowchart of steps involved in making a comprehensive wetland determination (Section E)
(Continued)
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{CONT, FROM STEP 13)

STEP 14 - DETERMINE WHETHER
HYDRIC SOILS ARE PRESENT

STEP 15 - DETERMINE WHETHER
WETLAND HYDROLOGY 13 FRESENT

AREA AT FIRST
OBSERVATION POINT
IS NOT A WETLAND

AREA AT FIRST
OBSERVATION POINT
ISNOT & WETLAND

STEP 16 - MAKE WETLAND DETERMINATION
FORA FIRST DBSERVATION POINT

STEP 17 - MAKE WETLAMND DETERMINATION
AT BECOND OBSERVATION POINT

1

1

AREAS AT THE TWO

DBSERVATION POINTS ARE
BOTH WETLANDS OR BOTH

NONWETLANDS

1

AREAS THE TWOD
OBSERVATION PCINTS
DIFFERENT (ie. ONE A

WETLAND, THE OTHER A

NONWETLAND}

STER 1B - DETERMINE WETLAND

BOUNBARY BETWEEN THE
DBSERVATION POINTS

1

STEF 18- MAKE WETLAND DETERMINATIONS
AT ALt OTHER REQUIRED OBSERVATION
POINTS ALONG ALL TRANSECTS

1

1

AAEAS ALL OBSERVATION

POINTS ARE WETLANDS DR

ALL ARE NONWETLANDS

t

AREAS OME OR MORE, BUT NOT ALL.
OBSERVATION POINTS ARE NONWETLANDS

STEP 20 - SYNTHEEBIZE

DATA
|

STEP 21 - DETERAMINE WETLAND BOUNDARY

BETWEEN TRANSECTS

Figure 16. (Concluded)
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STEP 3 - Determine homogeneity of vegetatiddfile completing STEP

2, determine the number of plant community types present. Mark the
approximate location of each community type on the base map. The
number and locations of required wetland determinations will be strongly
influenced by both the size of the area and the number and distribution of
plant community types; the larger the area and greater the number of
plant community types, the greater the number of required wetland
determinations. It is imperative that all plant community types occurring
in all portions of the area be included in the investigation. PROCEED

TO STEP 4.

STEP 4 - Determine the type and number of layers in each plant com-
munity. Examine each identified plant community type and determine

the type(s) and number of layers in each community. Potential layers
include trees (woody overstory), saplings/shrubs (woody understory),
herbs (herbaceous understory), and/or woody vines. PROCEED TO

STEP 5.

STEP 5 - Determine whether normal environmental conditions are pres-
ent. Determine whether normal environmental conditions are present at
the observation point by considering the following:

a. Isthe area at the observation point presently lacking hydro-
phytic vegetation and/or hydrologic indicators due to annual or
seasonal fluctuations in precipitation or groundwater levels?

b.  Are hydrophytic vegetation indicators lacking due to seasonal
fluctuations in temperature?

If the answer to either of these questions is thought to be YES,
PROCEED TO Section G. If the answer to both questions is NO, PRO-
CEED TO STEP 6.

STEP 6 - Establish a baselin&elect one project boundary area as a
baseline. The baseline should extend parallel to any major watercourse
and/or perpendicular to a topographic gradient (see Figure 17). Deter-
mine the baseline length and record on the base map both the baseline
length and its compass heading. PROCEED TO STEP 7.

STEP 7 Establish transect locationivide the baseline into a number
of equal segments (Figure 17). Use the following as a guide to deter-
mine the appropriate number of baseline segments:
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BASELINE
SEGMENT
3 TRANSECT STAATING POINT
, | e N / BASELINE STARTING POINT
' S NTW

TRANSECT -.\:

- = -
- —— o = — o ——

Figure 17. General orientation of baseline and transects in a hypothetical project
area. Alpha characters represent different plant communities.
Transect positions were determined using a random numbers table

Length of Baseline
egment, ft

Baseline Length, ft Number of Segments

>50 - 500 18 - 167

>500 - 1,000 3 167 - 333
>1,000 - 5,000 5 200 - 1,000
>5,000 - 10,000 7 700 - 1,400
>10,000" Variable 2,000

! If the baseline exceeds 5 miles, baseline segments should be 0.5 mile in length. |

Use a random numbers table or a calculator with a random numbers
generation feature to determine the position of a transect starting point
within each baseline segment. For example, when the baseline is 4,000
ft, the number of baseline segments will be five, and the baseline seg-
ment length will be 4,000/5 = 800 ft. Locate the first transect within the
first 800 ft of the baseline. If the random numbers table yields 264 as the
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distance from the baseline starting point, measure 264 ft from the base-
line starting point and establish the starting point of the first transect. If
the second random number selected is 530, the starting point of the sec-
ond transect will be located at a distance of 1,330 ft (800 + 530 ft) from
the baseline starting poinCAUTION: Make sure that each plant com-
munity type is included in at least one transect. If not, modify the sam-
pling design accordinglyWhen the starting point locations for all re-
quired transects have been determined, PROCEED TO STEP 8.

+ STEP 8 - Determine the number of required observation points along
transects. The number of required observation points along each tran-
sect will be largely dependent on transect length. Establish observation
points along each transect using the following as a guide:

Number of Observation nterval Between Observa-
Transect Length, ft Points ion Points, ft

<1,000 2-10 100
1,000 - <5,000 10 100 - 500
5,000 - <10,000 10 500 - 1,000

1,000

> 10,000

Establish the first observation point at a distance of 50 ft from the base-
line (Figure 17). When obvious nonwetlands occupy a long portion of
the transect from the baseline starting point, establish the first observa-
tion point in the obvious nonwetland at a distance of approximately 300
ft from the point that the obvious nonwetland begins to intergrade into a
potential wetland community type. Additional observation points must
also be established to determine the wetland boundary between succes-
sive regular observation points when one of the points is a wetland and
the other is a nonwetlandC AUTION: In large areas having a mosaic

of plant community types, several wetland boundaries may occur along
the same transectPROCEED TO STEP 9 and apply the comprehensive
wetland determination procedure at each required observation point. Use
the described procedure to simultaneously characterize the vegetation,
soil, and hydrology at each required observation point along each tran-
sect, and use the resulting characterization to make a wetland determina-
tion at each pointNOTE: ALL required wetland boundary determina-
tions should be made while proceeding along a transect.

« STEP 9 - Characterize the vegetation at the first observation point along
the first transect. Record on DATA FORM 2 the vegetation occurring

! There is no single best procedure for characterizing vegetation. Methods described in STEP 9
afford standardization of the procedure. However, plot size and descriptors for determining domi-
nance may vary.
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at the first observation point along the first transect by completing the
following (as appropriate):

a. Trees.Identify each tree occurring within a 30-ft radius of
the observation point, measure its basal area (square inches) or
diameter at breast height (DBH) using a basal area tape or
diameter tape, respectively, and recokDTE: If DBH is
measured, convert values to basal area by applying the for-
mula A =zar’. This must be done on an individual basfs.
tree is any nonclimbing, woody plant that has a DBH&D
in., regardless of height.

b.  Saplings/shrubsldentify each sapling/shrub occurring within
a 10-ft radius of the observation point, estimate its height, and
record the midpoint of its class range using the following
height classes (height is used as an indication of dominance;
taller individuals exert a greater influence on the plant commu-

nity):

Height Class Height Cl ass Range, ft M idpoint of Range, ft

A sapling/shrub is any woody plant having a height >3.2 ft but
a stem diameter of <3.0 in., exclusive of woody vines.

c. Herbs. Place a 3.28- by 3.28-ft quadrat with one corner
touching the observation point and one edge adjacent to the
transect line. As an alternative, a 1.64-ft-radius plot with the
center of the plot representing the observation point position
may be used. ldentify each plant species with foliage extend-
ing into the quadrat and estimate its percent cover by applying
the following cover classes:

LA larger sampling plot may be necessary when trees are large and widely spaced.
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Cover Class

Class Range, Percent idpoint of Cl ass Range, Per-
cent

1 0-5 2.5
2 >5-25 15.0
3 >25-50 37.5
4 >50-75 62.5
5 >75-95 85.0

>95-100 97.5

Include all nonwoody plants and woody plants <3.2 ft in
height. NOTE: Total percent cover for all species will often
exceed 100 percent.

Woody vines (lianas)ldentify species of woody vines clim-
bing each tree and sapling/shrub sampled in STER$8 D
above, and record the number of stems of each. Since many
woody vines branch profusely, count or estimate the number
of stems at the ground surface. Include only individuals
rooted in the 10-ft radius plot. Do not include individuals
<3.2 ftin height. PROCEED TO STEP 10.

« STEP 10 - Analyze field vegetation daExamine the vegetation data
(STEP 9) and determine the dominant species in each vegetatidn layer
by completing the following:

a.

Trees. Obtain the total basal area (square inches) for each tree
species identified in STERa®Y summing the basal area of all
individuals of a species found in the sample plot. Rank the

species in descending order of dominance based on total basal

area. Complete DATA FORM 2 for the tree layer.

Saplings/shrubsObtain the total height for each sapling/
shrub species identified in STEB.9Total height, which is an
estimate of dominance, is obtained by summing the midpoints
of height classes for all individuals of a species found in the
sample plot. Rank the species in descending order of domi-
nance based on sums of midpoints of height class ranges.
Complete DATA FORM 2 for the sapling/shrub layer.

Herbs. Obtain the total cover for each herbaceous and woody
seedling species identified in STE® 9 otal cover is ob-
tained by using the midpoints of the cover class range as-

1 . . . .
The same species may occur as a dominant in more than one vegetation layer.
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signed to each species (only one estimate of cover is made for
a species in a given plot). Rank herbs and woody seedlings in
descending order of dominance based on percent cover. Com-
plete DATA FORM 2 for the herbaceous layer.

d.  Woody vines (lianas)Obtain the total number of individuals
of each species of woody vine identified in STEP Rank
the species in descending order of dominance based on num-
ber of stems. Complete DATA FORM 2 for the woody vine
layer. PROCEED TO STEP 11.

« STEP 11 - Characterize soilf a soil survey is available (Section B),
the soil type may already be known. Have a soil scientist confirm that
the soil type is correct, and determine whether the soil series is a hydric
soil (AppendixbB;-Seetion-2)CAUTION: Mapping units on soil sur-
veys sometimes have inclusions of soil series or phases not shown on the
soil survey maplf a hydric soil type is confirmed, record on DATA
FORM 1 and PROCEED TO STEP 12. If not, dig a soil pit using a soil
auger or spade (See Appendix D, Section 1) and look for indicators of
hydric soils immediately below the A-horizon or 10 inches (whichever is
shallower) (Part Ill, paragraphs 44 and/or 45). Record findings on
DATA FORM 1. PROCEED TO STEP 12.

« STEP 12 - Characterize hydrologf#xamine the observation point for
indicators of wetland hydrology (Part I, paragraph 49) and record obser-
vations on DATA FORM 1. Consider indicators in the same sequence
as listed in paragraph 49. PROCEED TO STEP 13.

« STEP 13 - Determine whether hydrophytic vegetation is pre§stord
the three dominant species from each vegetation layer (five species if
only one or two layers are present) on DATA FORM 1. Determine
whether these species occur in wetlands by considering the following:

a. More than 50 percent of the dominant plant species are OBL,
FACW, and/or FAE on lists of plant species that occur in
wetlands. Record the indicator status of all dominant species
Appendix-C-Section1-or-2n DATA FORM 1. Hydro-
phytic vegetation is present when the majority of the dominant
species have an indicator status of OBL, FACW, or FAC.
CAUTION: Not necessarily all plant communities composed
of only FAC species are hydrophytic communities. They are
hydrophytic communities only when positive indicators of
hydric soils and wetland hydrology are also fourifithis
indicator is satisfied, complete the vegetation portion of

1
2

Record all dominant species when less than three are present in a vegetation layer.
For the FAC-neutral option, see paragrapa 35
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DATA FORM 1 and PROCEED TO STEP 14. If not, con-
sider other indicators of hydrophytic vegetation.

b. Presence of adaptations for occurrence in wetlarids.any
of the species listed on DATA FORM 1 have observed mor-
phological or known physiological adaptations (Appendix C,
Section 3) for occurrence in wetlands? If so, record species
having such adaptations on DATA FORM 1. When two or
more dominant species have observed morphological adapta-
tions or known physiological adaptations for occurrence in
wetlands, hydrophytic vegetation is present. If so, complete
the vegetation portion of DATA FORM 1 and PROCEED TO
STEP 14. If not, consider other indicators of hydrophytic
vegetation.

c.  Other indicators of hydrophytic vegetatioBonsider other
indicators (see Part Ill, paragraph 35) that the species listed on
DATA FORM 1 are commonly found in wetlands. If so, com-
plete the vegetation portion of DATA FORM 1 by recording
sources of supporting information, and PROCEED TO
STEP 14. If no indicator of hydrophytic vegetation is present,
the area at the observation point is not a wetland. In such
cases, it is unnecessary to consider soil and hydrology at that
observation point. PROCEED TO STEP 17.

STEP 14 - Determine whether hydric soils are presemaamine DATA
FORM 1 and determine whether any indicator of hydric soils is present.
If so, complete the soils portion of DATA FORM 1 and PROCEED TO
STEP 15. If not, the area at the observation point is not a wetland.
PROCEED TO STEP 17.

STEP 15 - Determine whether wetland hydrology is preseramine
DATA FORM 1 and determine whether any indicator of wetland
hydrology is present. Complete the hydrology portion of DATA FORM
1 and PROCEED TO STEP 16.

STEP 16 - Make wetland determinatioiWhen the area at the observa-

tion point presently or normally has wetland indicators of all three
parameters, it is a wetland. When the area at the observation point pres-
ently or normally lacks wetland indicators of one or more parameters, it
is a nonwetland. PROCEED TO STEP 17.

STEP 17 - Make wetland determination at second observation point.
Locate the second observation point along the first transect and make a
wetland determination by repeating procedures described in STEPS 9
through 16. When the area at the second observation point is the same
as the area at the first observation point (i.e., both wetlands or both
nonwetlands), PROCEED TO STEP 19. When the areas at the two ob-
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servation points are different (i.e., one wetlands, the other nonwetlands),
PROCEED TO STEP 18.

STEP 18 - Determine the wetland boundary between observation points.
Determine the position of the wetland boundary by applying the follow-
ing procedure:

a. Look for a change in vegetation or topograpMNOTE: The
changes may sometimes be very subfla.change is noted,
establish an observation point and repeat STEPS 9 through 16.
Complete a DATA FORM 1. If the area at this point is a
wetland, proceed toward the nonwetland observation point
until a more obvious change in vegetation or topography is
noted and repeat the procedure. If there is no obvious change,
establish the next observation point approximately halfway
between the last observation point and the nonwetland obser-
vation point and repeat STEPS 9 through 16.

b. Make as many additional wetland determinations as necessary
to find the wetland boundanfNOTE: The completed DATA
FORM 1's for the original two observation points often will
provide a clue as to the parameters that change between the
two points.

c. When the wetland boundary is found, mark the boundary loca-
tion on the base map and indicate on the DATA FORM 1 that
this represents a wetland boundary. Record the distance of the
boundary from one of the two regular observation points.

Since the regular observation points represent known distances
from the baseline, it will be possible to accurately pinpoint the
boundary location on the base map. PROCEED TO STEP 19.

STEP 19 - Make wetland determinations at all other required observa-
tion points along all transectsContinue to locate and sample all re-
quired observation points along all transe®OTE: The procedure
described in STEP 18 must be applied at every position where a wetland
boundary occurs between successive observation pdasiplete a

DATA FORM 1 for each observation point and PROCEED TO STEP 20.

STEP 20 - Synthesize data to determine the portion of the area contain-
ing wetlands.Examine all completed copies of DATA FORM 1 (STEP
19), and mark on a copy of the base map the locations of all observation
points that are wetlands with a W and all observation points that are
nonwetlands with an N. Also, mark all wetland boundaries occurring
along transects with an X. If all the observation points are wetlands, the
entire area is wetlands. If all observation points are nonwetlands, none
of the area is wetlands. If some wetlands and some nonwetlands are
present, connect the wetland boundaries (X) by following contour lines
between transectSCAUTION: If the determination is considered to be
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highly controversial, it may be necessary to be more precise in deter-
mining the wetland boundary between transects. This is also true for
very large areas where the distance between transects is greater. If this
is necessary, PROCEED TO STEP 21.

STEP 21 - Determine wetland boundary between transdets. proce-
dures may be used to determine the wetland boundary between transects,
both of which involve surveying:

a. Survey contour from wetland boundary along transette
first method involves surveying the elevation of the wetland
boundaries along transects and then extending the survey to
determine the same contour between transects. This procedure
will be adequate in areas where there is no significant eleva-
tional change between transects. However, if a significant
elevational change occurs between transects, either the sur-
veyor must adjust elevational readings to accommodate such
changes or the second method must be USEGITE: The
surveyed wetland boundary must be examined to ensure that
no anomalies exist. If these occur, additional wetland deter-
minations will be required in the portion of the area where the
anomalies occur, and the wetland boundary must be adjusted
accordingly.

b. Additional wetland determinations between transettss
procedure consists of traversing the area between transects and
making additional wetland determinations to locate the wet-
land boundary at sufficiently close intervals (not necessarily
standard intervals) so that the area can be surveyed. Place
surveyor flags at each wetland boundary location. Enlist a
surveyor to survey the points between transects. From the
resulting survey data, produce a map that separates wetlands
from nonwetlands.

Section F. Atypical Situations

71. Methods described in this section should be used only when a deter-
mination has already been made in Section D or E that positive indicators of
hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils, and/or wetland hydrology could not be
found due to effects of recent human activities or natural events. This section is
applicable to delineations made in the following types of situations:

a.

Part IV Methods

Unauthorized activitiesUnauthorized discharges requiring enforcement
actions may result in removal or covering of indicators of one or more
wetland parameters. Examples include, but are not limited to: (1) alter-
ation or removal of vegetation; (2) placement of dredged or fill material
over hydric soils; and/or (3) construction of levees, drainage systems, or
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dams that significantly alter the area hydrology. NOTE: This section
should not be used for activities that have been previously authorized or
those that are exempted from CE regulation. For example, this section is
not applicable to areas that have been drained under CE authorization or
that did not require CE authorization. Some of these areas may still be
wetlands, but procedures described in Section D or E must be used in
these cases.

b. Natural eventsNaturally occurring events may result in either creation
or alteration of wetlands. For example, recent beaver dams may im-
pound water, thereby resulting in a shift of hydrology and vegetation to
wetlands. However, hydric soil indicators may not have developed due
to insufficient time having passed to allow their development. Fire, ava-
lanches, volcanic activity, and changing river courses are other exam-
ples. NOTE: It is necessary to determine whether alterations to an area
have resulted in changes that are now the "normal circumsténgés
relative permanence of the change and whether the area is now function-
ing as a wetland must be considered.

c. Man-induced wetlandsProcedures described in Subsection 4 are for use
in delineating wetlands that have been purposely or incidentally created
by human activities, but in which wetland indicators of one or more pa-
rameters are absent. For example, road construction may have resulted
in impoundment of water in an area that previously was nonwetland,
thereby effecting hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology in the
area. However, the area may lack hydric soil indicatBMi®TE: Sub-
section D is not intended to bring into CE jurisdiction those manmade
wetlands that are exempted under CE regulations or policig. also
important to consider whether the man-induced changes are now the
"normal circumstances" for the area. Both the relative permanence of
the change and the functioning of the area as a wetland are implied.

72. When any of the three types of situations described in paragraph 71
occurs, application of methods described in Sections D and/or E will lead to the
conclusion that the area is not a wetland because positive wetland indicators for
at least one of the three parameters will be absent. Therefore, apply procedures
described in one of the following subsections (as appropriate) to determine
whether positive indicators of hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils, and/or wet-
land hydrology existed prior to alteration of the area. Once these procedures
have been employed, RETURN TO Section D or E to make a wetland determi-
nation. PROCEED TO the appropriate subsection.

Subsect ion 1 - Vegetation

73. Employ the following steps to determine whether hydrophytic vegetation
previously occurred:
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= STEP 1 - Describe the type of alteratiofxamine the area and describe
the type of alteration that occurred. Look for evidence of selective har-
vesting, clear cutting, bulldozing, recent conversion to agriculture, or
other activities (e.g., burning, discing, or presence of buildings, dams,
levees, roads, parking lots, etc.). Determine the approximafe date when
the alteration occurred. Record observations on DATA FORM 3, and
PROCEED TO STEP 2.

+ STEP 2 - Describe effects on vegetati®ecord on DATA FORM 3 a
general description of how the activities (STEP 1) have affected the plant
communities. Consider the following:

a. Has all or a portion of the area been cleared of vegetation?

b. Has only one layer of the plant community (e.g., trees) been
removed?

c. Has selective harvesting resulted in removal of some species?

d. Has all vegetation been covered by fill, dredged material, or
structures?

e. Have increased water levels resulted in the death of some
individuals?

PROCEED TO STEP 3.

« STEP 3 - Determine the type of vegetation that previously occu@bd.
tain all possible evidence of the type of plant communities that occurred
in the area prior to alteration. Potential sources of such evidence
include:

a. Aerial photography.Recent (within 5 years) aerial photogra-
phy can often be used to document the type of previous vege-
tation. The general type of plant communities formerly pres-
ent can usually be determined, and species identification is
sometimes possible.

b.  Onsite inspectionMany types of activities result in only
partial removal of the previous plant communities, and
remaining species may be indicative of hydrophytic vegeta-
tion. In other cases, plant fragments (e.g., stumps, roots) may
be used to reconstruct the plant community types that occurred
prior to site alteration. Sometimes, this can be determined by
examining piles of debris resulting from land-clearing opera-

botis especially important to determine whether the alteration occurred prior to implementation
of Section 404.
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tions or excavation to uncover identifiable remains of the pre-
vious plant community.

c.  Previous site inspection®ocumented evidence from previ-
ous inspections of the area may describe the previous plant
communities, particularly in cases where the area was altered
after a permit application was denied.

d. Adjacent vegetationCircumstantial evidence of the type of
plant communities that previously occurred may sometimes be
obtained by examining the vegetation in adjacent areas. |If
adjacent areas have the same topographic position, soils, and
hydrology as the altered area, the plant community types on
the altered area were probably similar to those of the adjacent
areas.

e. SCS recordsMost SCS soil surveys include a description of
the plant community types associated with each soil type. If
the soil type on the altered area can be determined, it may be
possible to generally determine the type of plant communities
that previously occurred.

f. Permit applicant.In some cases, the permit applicant may
provid