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Solar Sites:
A standard practice



Agricultural soils covered 
in turfgrass
x25 years
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Another standard practice







Responsible steps to 
ensure productive use of 

agricultural soils













State Senator Dan Sparks (DFL)
Chair, Agriculture Policy Committee
Member, Commerce & Consumer 
Protection Policy and Finance Committee

State Rep. Rod Hamilton (R) 
Chair, Agriculture Finance Committee
Member, Agriculture Policy Committee

Statute 216B.1642
Subd. 2. Recognition of beneficial habitat. An owner of a solar site implementing solar site 
management practices under this section may claim that the site provides benefits to 
gamebirds, songbirds, and pollinators only if the site adheres to guidance set forth by the 
pollinator plan…

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=216B.1642

Ag Leaders Established a Vegetation Standard for 
Pollinator-friendly Solar



Unanimous support from Minnesota’s Republican 
House of Representatives



“The long term health of our pollinators is a 
complicated issue, but creating habitat is a proven 
way to increase the likelihood of success. We 
encourage our members to look for opportunities to 
add habitat on their farms. 

“It makes sense for us to support SF3353 [the 
standard 
for pollinator-friendly solar] because it’s an easy and 
logical way to add habitat that is so critically 
needed…”

Dr. Adam Birr, President

Minnesota Corn Growers Association

MN Corn Growers 
Association 



Statute 216B.1642
Subd. 2. Recognition of beneficial habitat. An owner 
of a solar site implementing solar site management 
practices under this section may claim that the site 
provides benefits to gamebirds, songbirds, and 
pollinators only if the site adheres to guidance set 
forth by the pollinator plan…

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=216B.1642

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/%3Fid=216B.1642


Flexible Standard

• Percent wildflowers

• Percent native species

• Diversity of species

• # seasons flowering

• Nearby assets
• Signage? Mgt plan?



Pollinator-Friendly Solar

Incremental <> Meaningful

Solar site vegetation that helps bees 
and beneficial insects



MN’s largest electric co-op, 
Connexus Energy, has a 
pollinator-friendly solar site 
near its headquarters.

The site scores 100, so they can 
legally say that site is 
“pollinator-friendly” and 
“beneficial to pollinators, 
songbirds, and gamebirds.”



MN’s largest electric co-op, Connexus Energy, has a pollinator-
friendly solar site near its headquarters. The site scores 100.



More than
1,400,000

6’x12’ 
pollinator 
gardens  

2,330 acres

equal to…

0.01 percent of farmland

RESULTS:
Pollinator-Friendly Solar Sites Seeded in 2016



RESULTS:
More Jobs for the Rural Economy



RESULTS:
Improving soils & controlling stormwater



Project Highlights



Aurora Solar
100 MW distributed 
solar array 
16 sites
1,000 acres

Pollinator-friendly 
seed mix used on all 
sites





North Star Solar
100 MW solar array
1,000 acres
Largest single-site 
array in the Midwest

Pollinator-friendly seed 
mix from Minnesota 
Native Landscapes 
used throughout



Minnesota Power 
& Camp Ripley



Benefit:
Co-op utilities want pollinator-friendly 
solar



Electric utilities 
get pollinator-
friendly solar 
when they ask 
for it.



MN Utility Leaders, City of Minneapolis
Require Pollinator-Friendly Solar Scorecard



NREL — InSPIRE Project Sites 



2016: first Solar farm apiary in U.S. 



Bare Honey & MN Dept of 
Agriculture

Highlighting Solar Grown honey as 
an exciting new specialty crop.



Solarama Crush
East Coast Style ”Hazy” IPA made with Solar Grown honey, Kernza perennial grain, and 100% 
clean energy

Chef Gavin Kaysen, Coach of Team USA for Bocuse d’Or, the world’s most rigorous culinary 
competition


