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PHASE 1:  Solicit Input and Select Priority Concerns 

1.1 
Resolution to Update the Plan 

By passing a RESOLUTION, the county commissioners commit to update their Local Water Management Plan, and the resolution can be used to communicate that commitment.  Passing a resolution at least 18 months prior to the expiration of the current plan should allow adequate time to write the plan and meet the review timelines specified in 103B.301.  (Please send a copy of the resolution to the appropriate BWSR regional office.)

1.2
Advisory Taskforce 

Most counties have established water plan task forces or advisory committees.  Taskforces serve at the request of the governing board and carry out responsibilities such as:   

A. Soliciting and considering input from citizens and local, regional, and state entities.

B. Identifying priority water management concerns.

C. Addressing coordination of plans that affect water management.

D. Assuring the process for developing a water management plan is followed.

E. Supporting the implementation of the plan.  

F. Annually assess the progress of the plan’s implementation programs.

G. Encouraging local volunteers to get involved in local water management.  

H. Assist in resolving conflicts.

The TASKFORCE MEMBERSHIP is up to the plan authority, but at least one county commissioner should serve.  
1.3
Notification of Plan Update
M.S. 103B.313, [PLAN DEVELOPMENT] Subdivision 1.  [NOTICE OF PLAN REVISION.] 

The local water management plan authority shall send a notice to local government units partially or wholly within the planning jurisdiction, adjacent counties, and state review agencies [see section 1.7] of their intent to revise the local water management plan.  The notice of a plan revision must include an invitation for all recipients to submit priority concerns they wish to see the plan address. The local governments listed on the checklist include the local governments as defined in 103B.305, Subdivision 5.
To meet this statutory requirement a notice must be sent through the US Postal Service.  Counties may want to consider also sending the notice and the Priority Concerns Input Form electronically. 

Click here for an example of a Notice of Plan Update 
Click here for an example of a Priority Concerns Input Form
1.4
Process for Public Participation 

Public participation is important because at their very core local water management plans are meant to echo what local citizens believe are the most important water resource management issues in the county. Where counties have broad citizen participation and where local taskforces are strong and active, the plan will:

A. Reflect local citizens’ priorities;

B. Have strong support; 

C. Create support for plan implementation; 

D. Become a day-to-day implementation tool, not a plan that sits on the shelf; 

E. Help guide annual activities and the expenditure of funds; and 

F. Be a known success in the county. 

There are many different approaches to getting public participation and developing strong and active taskforces. There is no right or wrong way or one template to fit all situations.   Some common approaches to gathering public input include:

Public Meetings
At least one public input meeting is required M.S. 103B.313, [PLAN DEVELOPMENT] Subd. 3. [Public information meeting].   Many planning efforts conduct a number of public meetings to explain the planning process, the goals of the plan, and to solicit input.  All public meeting must be LEGALLY NOTICED and also communicated to the public through appropriate avenues such as direct mailings, community newsletters, cable television, and local newspaper announcements.   Combining public input meetings with those conducted for other relevant plans, such as county comprehensive plans, is efficient and utilizes the public’s time and interest wisely.   These meetings can be conducted before or after the plan authority has collected input regarding priority concerns from the parties receiving the update notice or the taskforce selection of priority concerns.  If it occurs after, the public’s input can be focused on commenting on the selected concerns.

Maps or other materials that depict the resources (extent, condition, threats, etc.) of the county are very helpful to have on hand at these meetings.
Workshops With Interest Groups

Hold a workshop for all interest groups in the county, or hold workshops for individual interest groups (e.g., lake associations in the county).   Ideas for effective workshops:

A. There is a well-thought-out agenda (with realistic timeframes) that achieves the goal for the meeting.
B. The workshop is lead by an individual who first and foremost is skilled at facilitation and also understands water management issues.
C. Make sure representatives selected to present the whole group’s ideas understand what you want them to communicate and how much time they will have.

D. Summarize the information gathered at the meeting and distribute it to attendees.  
Citizen Surveys
Many counties have used citizen surveys as a means to gather public input.  A good example is the Douglas County Citizen Survey.

1.5 Coordination with Local, State, and Federal Plans and Controls

Each county developing a plan must also review water and related land resources plans and official controls submitted by local units of government to assure consistency with the local water management plan. M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 4 a (4) [County duties]. Also, M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 4b requires the full utilization of existing water and related resources plans in the preparation of the local water management plan.

It is important to acknowledge and understand the range, scope, and context of relevant plans and controls and how they will interact with the priority concerns because it helps:

A. Avoid duplication of actions, regulation, and permitting;

B. Coordinate actions such as monitoring, data collection, education, and land treatment between plans and agencies where common goals and objectives exist;

C. Identify conflicts or inconsistencies with other plans or controls and develop a strategy to reconcile them;

D. Identify gaps between existing regulatory controls; and

E. Identify where the plan or control may be in conflict or overlap with what the county has or is proposing as part of its plan update.

Suggested steps to reviewing local plans and controls and utilizing them in the plan update:

A. Collect all relevant plans and controls. Some examples include:

1. County and township comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances (i.e., official controls)

2. Municipal stormwater plans and official controls

3. Comprehensive lake or wetland management plans

4. Special purpose district plans (e.g., SWCD, watershed district, etc.)

5. Special interest plans: ag preservation, open space protection, wellhead protection, etc.

6. MPCA Basin Plans

7. DNR SCORP

8. RC&D

9. PL 566

B. Review the plans and controls and categorize the water and land related activities, programs, or regulations into topic areas, such as:

1. Erosion control;

2. Stormwater management;

3. Flood damage reduction;

4. Monitoring and data collection;

5. Education;

6. Shoreland and floodplain management;

7. Land use management;

8. Other water quality activities (such as ISTS, feedlots, mining, etc.).

This exercise should highlight duplication of efforts and areas where attention is needed.

C. For each plan or regulation, assess the common objectives and actions in relation to the county’s selected priority concerns. Identify areas of potential coordination, overlap, and area of conflict; while keeping in mind a primary goal of local water management is to coordinate actions of various local governments and state agencies charged with managing the water resources of the county.

D. If conflicts or inconsistencies are identified, the county should notify the plan authority and work to resolve them. The county can also consider using their authorities under M.S. 103B.325 to require another local government to amend existing water and land resource plans and official controls upon adoption of the county plan and notification of any inconsistencies, along with recommended amendments that will bring the plans or controls into conformance with the water plan.

E. Where opportunities for coordination are identified and agreed upon, incorporate the actions into the implementation program of the local water management plan.

1.6 Coordination with Local Government Units

M.S. 103B.311, [COUNTY WATER PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT] Subd. 3. [Coordination].   

Meetings

The county must conduct meetings with other local units of governments to coordinate efforts.  Agreements may be executed to establish responsibilities of each unit during the preparation and implementation of the plan.

Delegation

Counties may delegate all or parts of the preparation of the plan to a local unit of government, regional development commission, or a resource conservation and development committee. M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 3.  [Delegation]

1.7
Coordination with State Review Agencies

The state review agencies include BWSR, Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Minnesota Department of Health, the Pollution Control Agency, the Department of Natural Resources, and the Environmental Quality Board (M.S. 103B.305, Subd. 8a). 
The state review agencies must receive:

A. Notification of the county’s intent to update their local water management plan;

B. An invitation to submit priority concerns they’d like the plan to address; and

C. A copy of the priority concerns scoping document.  

In addition, counties may invite the state review agencies to participate, where appropriate, in assessments, goal setting, and writing the implementation plan.  One effective approach is to invite an agency staff member to a taskforce meeting where a priority concern aligned with their area of expertise is going to be discussed.  At the meeting the staff representatives can provide some insight into assessing the concern and offer some suggestions for goals, objectives, and actions.  They can also communicate what they are doing as an agency to address the concern and suggest implementation actions for the county. 

1.8
Selecting Priority Concerns 
It is the responsibility of the Advisory Taskforce to review the priority concerns that local governments, state review agencies, and citizens suggested the local water management plan focus on. Consider the following guidelines when selecting priority concerns:

A. The priority concerns describe an existing or anticipated problem or identify a specific resource or area targeted for management (for preservation or improvement).

B. The number of priority concerns should be limited and commensurate with the duration of the plan and the resources available to implement solutions.  
C. The character of the priority concerns is specific in scope (i.e., not general or broad). 

D. An ongoing water resource management issue in the county that has generated major concern or conflict should be selected or an explanation will be provided why it will not be addressed in the plan.  

PRIORITY CONCERNS:  DEFINITION AND EXAMPLES defines what is meant by the term priority concerns and lists some examples.

PHASE 2:  Priority Concerns Scoping Document

2.1
Contents of a Priority Concerns Scoping Document 

M.S. 103B.312 describes what must be in the Priority Concerns Scoping Document.  Please follow the format of the outline when presenting the information in the document.

A.  Introduction:

1. County primer:

a. County name and county seat shown on a map of the state of Minnesota.

b. Population of the county, including a statement on projected trends (growth or decline).

c. Dominant land use of the county and projected trends.

2. Plan information: 

a. Identify the LGU responsible for the local water management plan/program (e.g., environmental services, SWCD, etc.);

b. Include the date the original local water management plan was adopted and the number of times it has been updated; and

c. Identify the expiration date of the current plan.

B.  List of the Priority Concerns
C.  Priority Concern Identification

1. List all public and internal forums held to gather input regarding priority concerns, including:

a. Dates they were held;

b. A list of participants and affiliated organizations; and

c. A summary of the proceedings, and supporting data. 

2. Include copies of any written comments received at the public information meeting.

3. Compile a list of issues identified by the stakeholders. 

 D.  Priority Concern Selection 

1. Describe how the priority concerns were chosen; and

2. Identify any differences between the plan's priority concerns and other state, local, and regional concerns and describe the process used to resolve the differences.
E.  Priority Concerns not addressed by the Plan

Based on the list of priority concerns submitted for consideration, summarize why concerns were not chosen or how they will be incorporated into the concerns that will be addressed by the plan.  Provide a brief description of how the concerns not addressed by the plan may be addressed through other efforts or delegated to other partnering entities. 

2.2
Priority Concerns Scoping Document Review

The county submits a Priority Concerns Scoping Document to the state review agencies     [M.S. 103B.313, Subd. 4] for review and comment. The state review agencies [see section 1.7] will send their comments to the appropriate BWSR regional office within 30 days of receiving the document. The regional subcommittee of the BWSR Board and staff will draft recommendations or requirements for the content of the final plan based on comments pertaining to the priority concerns scoping document. The full BWSR Board will review the subcommittee’s recommendations and requirements and take action on the official comments relating to the state’s expectations for the final plan. These comments will be sent to the plan authority within 60 days of BWSR receiving the priority concerns scoping document, or after the next regularly scheduled board meeting beyond the 60 days. M.S. 103B.313, Subd. 5. A county may be asked to prepare additional documents and address the BWSR regional subcommittee. A county has the ability to appeal, update, or resubmit a priority concerns scoping document after the regional review takes place.

PHASE 3:  Plan Development

3.0 Requirements of a Local Water Management plan

Requirements a local water plan must meet are set forth in M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 4.  The first two address the scope in which the plan must be written:

A.
The plan must cover the entire county.

B.
The plan must address problems in the context of watershed units and groundwater systems.

1. The contents of the plan explained in sections 3.1-3.4 below must be written to meet the intent of the second requirement.  If those sections are written in the context or watershed units and groundwater systems, the third requirement set forth in this statute will be met:

C.
The plan must be based upon principles of sound hydrologic management of water, effective environmental protection, and efficient resource management.

1. Assessing the priority concerns, setting goals, objectives and implementation actions in the context of watersheds or groundwater systems will help ensure consistency with other plans, thereby meeting the fourth requirement of the plan:

D. The plan must be consistent with local water management plans prepared by counties and watershed management organizations wholly or partially within a single watershed unit or ground water systems (also see section 1.5 Coordination with Local, State, and Federal Plans and Controls.)

1. Plans written in the context of watersheds and groundwater systems, and consistent with other plans in the geographic area, will be well positioned to take advantage of state, federal, and regional resources to implement solutions to the priority concerns and other related resource concerns.  

E. The final requirement speaks to the duration of the plan (5 to 10 years) and the use of other plans when preparing the local water management plan.

1. Plans are written to be in effect for 5 to 10 years. For plans written to be in effect for 10 years, the BWSR Board strongly encourages writing the implementation program for no more than five years and pursuing a plan amendment to update the implementation schedule for the final 5 years of the 10-year plan.

3.1
Assessing Priority Concerns

For each priority concern, relevant data, plans, and policies must be analyzed.   The analysis must be summarized in the plan, along with a description of the magnitude of the concern and how it’s impacting or changing the local and water resources.  (M.S. 103B.314, Subd. 2.)

Pursuant to M.S. 103B.313, Subd. 6, state review agencies shall, upon request from the local government, provide existing plans, reports, and data analysis related to priority concerns to the plan author within 60 days from the date of the request or within an otherwise agreed upon time frame.   This information can be requested at any time in the planning update process.  Much information can be accessed via the Internet.  See the Data / Resource Links for a broad range of information on the web about managing surface water and groundwater.

Assessment of priority concerns is where agency staff, or the technical advisory committee if it exists, can lend some valuable assistance to the county. A county may want to schedule one meeting for each priority concern and invite agency and local staff experienced with the topic.  

Answer the following questions when assessing a priority concern:

General assessments answer the following questions: 
· What?  (is the concern)
· Why? (substantiate that the concern is genuine)
· Risk? (what would happen if the concern is not addressed)
· Who? (who is affected most by the concern)
· Where? (geographic location – this is a good place to address the requirement that a plan be written in the context of watersheds or groundwater units.  It also sets the stage to take advantage of some of the authorities that come with an approved local water plan described in Appendix: Authorities)
3.2
Develop Goals and Objectives to Address Priority Concerns

Each plan must contain specific measurable goals relating to the priority concerns (M.S. 103B.314, Subd. 3.)  Plans must also coordinate and attempt to resolve conflict with city, county, regional, or state goals and policies.  Goals are general statements that clearly communicate what is to be accomplished over the long-term to address the priority concerns. Goals are achievable in a reasonable period of time.

Objectives state how the goal will be accomplished by breaking it down into smaller, more specific measures that will be taken. Objectives are MEASURABLE.  Where appropriate, describe the watersheds or groundwater units to which the goals and objectives apply.

3.3
Develop an Implementation Program for Priority Concerns

The implementation program for priority concerns (M.S. 103B.314, Subd. 4) is often the focal point of local water plans.  The implementation program identifies the measurable actions or initiatives (the individual steps) that will be taken to achieve the objectives, and ultimately the goals. They provide the blueprint as to how the objective will be achieved by identifying who will do the work, how much money it’s estimated to cost, and a target date for completion.  For plans written to be in effect for 10 years, the BWSR Board strongly encourages writing the implementation program for no more than 5 years and pursuing a plan amendment to update the implementation schedule for the final 5 years of the 10-year plan. Counties are encouraged to develop the implementation program with input from other resource managers in the county to coordinate and build upon the efforts underway by other entities.

For the measurable objectives identified as per section 3.2, each plan must include an implementation program that identifies initiatives (also called actions) related to an objective. For each initiative describe:

A.  When it will be completed;

B.  The local unit(s) of government delegated implementation responsibility;

C. The financial and in-kind resources it will take to complete the initiative; and

D. The watersheds or groundwater units benefiting from the initiatives.

Items A through C can be recorded in eLINK and exported to the plan.  If they are created in eLINK, the initiatives can be linked to funding sources, such as NRBG or challenge grants, and they can be tracked and reported.  

Those projects that are initiated and funded through the authorities (see Appendix: Section III) granted with an approved plan are called capital improvement projects.  The plan must contain the following information for these projects, as required in M.S. 103B.331, Subd. 3 and 4: 

A. Approximate size, configuration, and location of the project; 

B. The purposes of the project and relationship to the objectives in the plan; 

C. The proposed schedule for project construction; 

D. The expected federal, state, and local costs; 

E. The types of financing proposed, such as special assessments, ad valorem taxes, and grants; and 

F. The sources of local financing proposed.

3.4
Implementation: Ongoing Activities Coordinated by the Plan

This section provides an opportunity for local units of government to identify other activities and programs that make up the local water management program, but are not reflected in the priority concerns.  This is the place to identify programs and activities where the local governments have a significant administrative role.  Examples include the Wetland Conservation Act, Floodplain Management Program, the Impaired Waters Program (currently being developed), Flood Damage Reduction, Feedlot Compliance, ISTS Ordinances, Shoreland Ordinance Implementation, Source-water and Wellhead Protection, Stormwater Management, etc.

 This section (M.S. 103B.314, Subd. 5) can be presented in narrative, or as a table or schedule.  

3.5
Contents of a Local Water Management Plan

Local water management plans should contain the following sections, in the order presented.

Cover Page:  The cover page of the plan must state the duration of the plan. M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 4 (5).  The following requirements are found in M.S. 103B.314:
A.  Executive Summary 

1. The purpose of the local water management plan.  
2. A description of the priority concerns to be addressed by the plan; Priority Concerns:  Definition and Examples.
3. A summary of goals and actions to be taken along with the projected total cost. 

4. Consistency of the plan with other pertinent local, state, and regional plans.

5. A summary of recommended amendments to other plans and official controls. See Authorities.

B.   Priority concerns

1. Identify the priority concerns the plan will address and reference the Priority Concerns Scoping Document (contained in the appendix)
2. Assessment of the priority concerns

3. Goals and objectives

C. Implementation Schedule – Priority Concerns

D. Implementation Schedule - Ongoing Activities 

E. Appendix - Priority Concerns Scoping Document

PHASE 4:  Public Hearing and Final Plan Approval

Once the local water management plan update is complete, the county board must conduct a public hearing  (M.S. 103B.315, Subd. 4).  
After the hearing the county must submit the following to their BWSR Regional Supervisor:

A. The final plan (7 copies for BWSR to send to state review agencies)

B. All written comments received on the plan

C. A record of the public hearing

The county may wish to send the plan to other parties (e.g., local units of government) to give them an opportunity to comment on the final plan. However, such action is not required by statute.

As per M.S. 103B.315, Subd. 5, after consulting with the state review agencies, the BWSR will act on approving the plan (or disapproving parts or all of it) and notify the county of their action within 90 days of receiving the aforementioned items.

A. If BWSR approves the plan, the county adopts the plan within 120 days (see section 5.1.)

B. If BWSR does not approve all or part of the plan, M.S. 103B.315, Subd. 5 sets forth a resolution process:

1. If a plan is disapproved, the board shall provide a written statement of its reason for disapproval. A disapproved local water management plan must be revised by the county board and resubmitted for approval by the board within 120 days after receiving notice of disapproval of the local water management plan, unless the board extends the period for good cause.

2. If the local government unit disagrees with the board’s decision to disapprove the plan, it may, within 60 days, initiate mediation through the board’s informal dispute resolution process as established pursuant to section 103B.345, Subdivision 1. A local government unit may appeal disapproval to the Court of Appeals. A decision of the board on appeal is subject to judicial review under sections 14.63 to 14.69.

PHASE 5:  Adopting, Amending, and Extending Plans  

5.1
Adopting the Plan

Upon receiving notice that the BWSR has approved their plan, a county has 120 days to pass an ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION RESOLUTION and forward a copy of the adoption to the BWSR Grants Specialist and the BWSR Regional Supervisor.

5.2 Amending a Plan
Counties may wish to amend their plan rather than wait until the scheduled update.  Petitioning the BWSR Board, scheduling a public hearing, and sending notice to the required parties are the required steps to amending plans.  (M.S. 103B.314, Subd. 6).  AMENDMENT CHECKLIST
5.3
Extending the Expiration Date of a Plan

The county may request a two-year extension of the expiration date of their plan if no projects (i.e., capital improvement projects) are ordered or commenced during the period of the extension (M.S. 103B.311, Subd. 5).  The procedure for requesting an extension is:

A. County board passes a resolution to request the BWSR extend the expiration date of the plan by two years.  All extension requests must be for two-years; however, the county may complete the plan and submit it to the BWSR Board for final review before the two years are up.  The resolution must include reasons why the extension is being requested.

B. The resolution must be submitted, along with a cover letter, to the BWSR board conservationist assigned to the county.  The board conservationist will submit the request, along with a recommendation, to the BWSR Board for action.
APPENDIX:  Authorities

The following authorities are granted for counties with state-approved, locally adopted water management plans.  The text in boxes is the statutory language.

I.  Conformance of Local Plans and Official Controls

Local units of government must enact amendments to their plans and official controls as recommended by the county board so that they are in conformance with the local water management plan.  Refer to M.S. 103B.325 that grants this authority and describes the required procedures to utilize it.


II.   Regulation of Water and Land Resources  
M.S. 103B.331, Subd. 2 gives counties with an approved water plan the authority to regulate the use and development of water and related land resources within incorporated areas. 

III.  Acquisition of Property; Assessment of Costs  


 IV.  Set Up a Special Taxing District

M.S. 103B.331, Subd. 4 describes the procedure that must be followed to set up a tax district. 

103B.325 Consistency of local plans and controls with the local water management plan.





Subdivision 1.    Requirement.  Local units of government shall amend existing water and related land resources plans and official controls as necessary to conform them to the  applicable, approved local water management plan following the  procedures in this section.





Subd. 2.    Procedure.  Within 90 days after local units of government are notified by the county board of the adoption of a local water management plan or of adoption of an amendment to a comprehensive water plan, the local units of government exercising water and related land resources planning and regulatory responsibility for areas within the county must submit existing water and related land resources plans and official controls to the county board for review.  The county board shall identify any inconsistency between the plans and controls and the local water management plan and shall recommend the amendments necessary to bring local plans and official controls into conformance with the local water management plan.





Subd. 3.    Revision and implementation.  Local units of government shall revise existing plans and official controls to conform them to the recommendations of the county board and shall initiate implementation of the revised plans and controls within 180 days after receiving the recommendations of the county board, or 180 days after resolution of an appeal, whichever is later.





Subd. 4.    Appeals.  A local unit of government may, within 60 days after receiving the recommendations of the county board, appeal any recommendation to the Board of Water and Soil


Resources for a hearing as provided in section � HYPERLINK "http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/103B/345.html" �103B.345�.





Subd. 5.    New plans and controls.  New or amended water and related land resources plans and official controls proposed by local units of government for their adoption following adoption of the comprehensive water plan shall be submitted to the county board for review and recommendation as provided under this section.








103B.331 Authority under approved local water management plans. 


    Subdivision 1.    Authority.  When an approved local water management plan is adopted, the county has the authority specified in this section.  


    Subd. 2.    Regulation of water and land resources.  The county may regulate the use and development of water and related land resources within incorporated areas when one or more of the following conditions exists: 


    (1) the municipality does not have a local water and  related land resources plan or official controls consistent with  the local water management plan; 


    (2) a municipal action granting a variance or conditional  use would result in an action inconsistent with the local water management plan; 


    (3) the municipality has authorized the county to require  permits for the use and development of water and related land  resources; or 


    (4) a state agency has delegated the administration of a  state permit program to the county.  





    Subd. 3.    Acquisition of property; assessment of costs.   A county may: 


    (1) acquire in the name of the county, by condemnation  under chapter 117, real and personal property found by the  county board to be necessary for the implementation of an  approved local water management plan; 


    (2) assess the costs of projects necessary to implement the  local water management plan undertaken under sections �HYPERLINK "http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/103B/"��103B.301�  to �HYPERLINK "http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/103B/"��103B.355� upon the property benefited within the county in the  manner provided for municipalities by chapter 429; 


    (3) charge users for services provided by the county  necessary to implement the local water management plan; and 


    (4) establish one or more special taxing districts within  the county and issue bonds for the purpose of financing capital improvements under sections � HYPERLINK "http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/103B/301.html" �103B.301� to � HYPERLINK "http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/stats/103B/355.html" �103B.355�.  





 








    Subd. 4.    Special taxing district.  (a) A tax district authorized under subdivision 3, clause (4), must be established by resolution adopted by the county board after a hearing.   Notice of the time, place, and purpose of the hearing must be published for two successive weeks in the official newspaper of the county, ending at least seven days before the day of the hearing.  The resolution must describe with particularity the territory or area to be included in the tax district.  After adoption, the resolution must be filed with the county auditor and county recorder.  The district may be dissolved by following the procedures prescribed for the establishment of the district. 





    (b) After adoption of the resolution under paragraph (a), a county may annually levy a tax on all taxable property in the district for the purposes for which the tax district was established.  The proceeds of the tax must be paid into a fund reserved for these purposes.  Any proceeds remaining in the reserve fund at the time the tax is terminated or the district is dissolved must be transferred and irrevocably pledged to the debt service fund of the county to be used only to reduce tax levies for bonded indebtedness of taxable property in the district. 





    (c) After adoption of the resolution under paragraph (a), and after a contract for the construction of all or part of an improvement has been entered into or the work has been ordered to be done by hired labor, the county may issue obligations in the amount determined by the county board to be necessary to pay in whole or in part the capital cost incurred and estimated to be incurred in making the improvement.  The obligations are payable out of the proceeds of the tax levied under this subdivision.  The county board may, by resolution adopted prior to the sale of obligations, pledge the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the county to assure payment of the principal and interest in the event the proceeds of the tax levy in the district are insufficient to pay principal and interest.  The amount of any taxes that are required to be levied outside of the territory of the tax district or taken from the general funds of the county to pay principal and interest on the obligations must be reimbursed to the county from taxes levied within the territory of the tax district.  Obligations must be issued in accordance with chapter 475, except that an election is not required and the amount of any obligations must not be included in determining the net indebtedness of the county under the provisions of any law or charter limiting indebtedness.  





V.  Tax Levy Authority


(pending rewrite)
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