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Kentucky coffee tree (Gymnocladus dioicus)

Family: Pea
(Fabaceae)

DESCRIPTION: A species native to
Minnesota’s Mississippi, St. Croix and
Minnesota river floodplains, Kentucky
coffee tree can grow up to 75 feet tall,
and is a popular replacement for ash
and elm boulevard trees. A member
of the pea family, its female trees
produce pods with a hard, poisonous
coating.

USES: Its ability to withstand salt
exposure, temperature extremes, and
a wide range of soil types and nutrient
levels makes the species a good
choice for stormwater tree trenches,
yards, parks and boulevards. Flowers
are pollinated by bumblebees,
long-horned bees, hummingbirds,
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from containers, keep
the tree from becoming
root-bound by loosening

and redirecting the roots.

When planting bare-root
stock, soak the roots for

three to six hours, and dig

weak acid for several hours

to allow water to reach
the seed and promote
germination. Or use a file
to weaken the seed coat,

and then soak for 24 hours.

Plant 1 to 2 inches deep.
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Honey locust
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https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/tree/kentucky-coffee-tree
https://campustrees.umn.edu/kentucky-coffee-tree#:~:text=Kentucky%20coffee%20tree%20seeds%20can,do%20the%20job%20in%20nature.
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/node/10081

